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Lessor  1. — John  i,  1-18. 

The  evangelist  St.  John  introduces  his  gospel  by  declar¬ 
ing  that  the  Word,  that  is,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  existed 
before  the  beginning  of  time,  and  that  he  is  truly  and  essen¬ 
tially  God.  That,  as  such,  he  is  the  creator  of  all  things, 
and  the  author  of  spiritual  as  well  as  natural  life.  He  then 
adverts  to  John  the  Baptist,  as  being  sent  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  Divine  character  and  benevolent  designs  of  the  Son  of 
God,  especially  as  to  the  glorious  doctrine  of  his  incarna¬ 
tion,  and  the  benefits  arising  therefrom  to  such  as  receive 
him .  Tage  11 


Lesson  II. — Luke  i,  5-25. 

At  the  time  when  Herod  was  King  of  Judea,  there  lived 
in  the  hill  country  of  that  kingdom  a  man  named  Zacharias, 
and  his  wife  Elisabeth,  both  of  whom  were  old  and  without 
children.  He  was  a  priest ;  and  one  day,  as  he  was  burning 
incense  in  the  temple,  an  angel  appeared  to  him,  and  told 
him  that  he  should  have  a  son,  who  was  to  be  the  forerunner 
of  the  Messiah,  and  his  name  was  to  be  John.  Zacharias, 
doubting  the  truth  of  what  the  angel  told  him,  requested  a 
sign ;  which  sign  the  angel  gave  him,  by  striking  him  dumb ; 
letting  him  know  that  he  should  remain  so  till  the  whole 
of  what  he  had  predicted,  should  be  fulfilled.  Zacharias 
waited  still  in  Jerusalem,  till  the  days  of  his  ministration 
were  ended,  and  then  went  to  his  own  house . .  15 

Lesson  HI. — Luke  i,  26-56. 

About  six  months  after  the  appearance  of  the  angel  Ga¬ 
briel  to  Zacharias,  as  related  in  tne  last  lesson,  he  was  sent 
by  God  to  a  woman  named  Mary,  residing  in  the  city  of 
Nazareth,  in  Galilee,  to  announce  to  her  that  she  was  chosen 
io  be  the  mother  of  the  human  nature  of  the  long-expected 
Baviour  of  the  world.  Her  submission  to  the  Divine  will, 
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and  the  humility  And  g race  she  exhibited,  are  truly  edify* 
ing.  Shortly  after. the  departure  of  the.&ngel,  shb  leit  Naza¬ 
reth  to  Visit  her  cousin  Elisabeth,  the  wife  of  Zacharias,  at 
Hebron,  with  whom  she  remained  three  months,  and  then 
returned  to  Nazareth..  . ?ag,o  18 

■  L^swaf  IV. — Lithe  i,  57-J32. 

In  due  time  tne  prediction  of  the  angel  Gabriel  to  Zacha¬ 
rias  was  fulfilled,  and  the  promised  son  was  born.  When, 
according  to  the  Jewish  custom,  the  friends  were  assembled 
on  the  eighth  day  after  his  birth,  to  circumcise  and  name  the 
child,  they  wished  to  call  him  Zacharias,  after  bis  father; 
hut  his  mother  refused  to  haw  him  so  named,  and  3aid  In 
should  be  called  John.  They  remonstrated  against  this,  and 
appealed  to  his  father,  who,  to  their  great  astonishment,  de¬ 
clared  his  name  to  be  John.  At  the  same  time  Zacharias’s 
speech  was  restored  to  him,  and  he  immediately  commenced 
praising  God  ;  and,  under  a  Divine  influence,  he  prophesied 
of  the  coming  Messiah,  and  declared  John  to  be  his  herald, 
“  to  go  before  the  face  of  the  Lord  to  prepare  his  ways,”  and 
to  give  the  knowledge  of  salvation  through  him.  The  chap¬ 
ter  closes  with  the  statement  that  the  child  grew,  and  be¬ 
came  strong  inspirit,  and  remained  in  private  life  until  the 
period  of  his  public  ministry,  at  about  thirty  years  of  age.  22 

Lesson  Y. — Matt,  i,  18-25  ;  Luke  ii,  1-21. 

Joseph,  to  whom  Mary,  the  cousin  of  Elisabeth,  was  es¬ 
poused,  as  mentioned  Luke  i,  27,  was  a  carpenter,  and  proba¬ 
bly  a  poor  though  upright  man.  Having  some  doubts  of 
the  propriety  of  the  conduct  of  his  betrothed  wife,  he  had 
thoughts  of  privately  divorcing  her ;  but  before  he  did  this, 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream,  and  made 
him  acquainted  with  her  innocence,  and  that  she  had  been 
honored  with  being  chosen  to  be  the  mother  of  the  future 
Saviour  of  the  world.  In  consequence  of  this  exculpation, 
in  due  time  Joseph  took  unto  him  his  wife.  The  time  of 
the  Saviour’s  birth  drawing  near,  and  Augustus  Citsar,  the 
Homan  emperor,  having  issued  a  decree  for  numbering  or 
taxing  the  whole  Roman  empire,  of  which  Judea  was  at  this 
time  a  province,  Joseph  and  Mary  went  to  Bethlehem  to 
enrol  their  names  on  their  family  lists.  The  place  being 
crowded  with  visitors,  Joseph  and  Mary  were  obliged  to  put 
up  with  the  accommodations  furnished  by  that  part  of  the 
caravansary,  or  inn,  assigned  to  the  cattle ;  and  here  our 

Lord  was  born . . .  25 
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Lesson  VI. — Luke  ii,  22-38. 

Jesus,  being  eight  days  old,  is  taken  to  Jerusalem,  to  be 
presented  to  the  Lord,  according  to  the  law.  At  this  time 
there  dwelt  in  Jerusalem  a  certain  devout  man,  named 
Simeon,  to  whom  the  Holy  Ghost  had  revealed  that  he 
should  not  die  until  he  had  seen  the  Lord’s  Christ.  He, 
coming  into  the  temple,  when  Jesus  and  his  parents  were 
present,  took  the  child  in  his  arms,  and  returned  thanks, 
that  he  had  been  permitted  to  behold  him  who  should  be¬ 
come  the  light  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  Israel.  Anna, 
a  prophetess,  joins  in  praising  God .  Tage  29 

*  Lesson  VII.— Matt,  ii,  1-23. 

Attest  he  birth  of  Christ,  and  probably  after  the  events 
related  in  the  last  lesson,  certain  men  arrived  at  Jerusalem 
from  the  east,  anxiously  inquiring  where  they  might  find 
“  him  w  ho  bad  been  born  King  of  the  Jews  for  they  had 
seen  his  star,  and  were  come  to  pay  him  homage.  This  in¬ 
quiry  caused  great  commotion  in  Jerusalem,  and,  coming 
to  the  ears  of  Herod  the  king,  troubled  him  ;  whereupon  he 
gathered  the  priests  and  scribes  together,  and  inquired  of 
them  where  Christ  should  be  born.  They  informed  him,  at 
Bethlehem  of  Judea,  a  village  about  six  miles  from  Jerusa¬ 
lem  ;  and,  in  proof,  appealed  to  the  Scriptures.  Herod, 
having  had  a  private  interview  with  the  strangers,  sends 
them  to  Bethlehem,  where,  having  found  the  Saviour,  they 
made  him  presents  and  paid  him  homage.  Being  warned 
not  to  return  to  Herod,  they  went  home  another  way. 
Joseph,  also,  was  directed  to  leave  Bethlehem,  and  go  into 
Egypt,  and  there  remain  until  further  instructed.  After 
this,  Herod  died,  and  Joseph  was  directed  to  return  to 
Palestine;  but,  being  fearful  of  settling  in  Judea,  he  took 
up  his  abojje  in  Nazareth  of  Galilee .  32 

Lesson  VIII. — Luke  ii,  41-52. 

The  parents  of  our  Lord  being  in  the  habit  of  attending 
the  great  feasts  held  at  Jerusalem,  took  Jesus  with  them  to 
attend  the  passover,  at.  twelve  years  old.  On  their  retui  n, 
Jesus  remained  behind,  and  was  not  missed  until  they  had 
arrived  at  the  close  of  the  first  day’s  journey.  On  making 
diligent  search  for  him  in  the  company,  and  not  finding  him, 
they  returned  to  Jerusalem,  and  on  the  third  day  found  him 
among  the  doctors,  asking  and  answering  questions  ;  at  the 
wisdom  of  which  all  who  heard  him  were  amazed.  On  be¬ 
ing  questioned  by  his  mother  as  to  the  reason  of  his  con- 
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duct,  he  intimated  that  he  was  about  his  Father’s  busi¬ 
ness.  He,  however,  returned  with  them  to  Galilee,  and 
continued  subject  to  them,  growing  in  favor  with  God  and 
man . . . . . . .  Page  37 


Lesson  IX. — Lube  iii,  1-3 ;  Matt,  iii,  2-10 ;  Luke  iii,  10-18 
Matt,  iii,  13-17. 

In  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  Roman  Emperor 
Tiberius,  when  Pontius  Pilate  was  governor  of  Judea,  antf 
Herod  Antipas,  son  of  Herod  the  Great,  tetrarch  of  Galilee, 
John  the  Baptist  began  his  public  ministry,  by  exhorting 
the  Jews  to  repentance,  and  faith  in  the  Messiah,  whom 
he  declared  to  be  at  hand.  The  boldness  of  his  preaching, 
the  sanctity  and  austerity  of  his  life,  and.  the  singularity  of 
his  appearance,  drew  crowds  of  hearers,  many  of  whom  re¬ 
ceived  baptism  at  his  hands,  confessing  their  sins.  The 
lesson  closes  with  an  account  of  the  baptism  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  by  John,  and  of  the  remarkable  circumstances  fol¬ 
lowing  immediately  thereon .  39 


Lesson  X. — Matt,  iv,  1-11. 

Jesus,  having  been  baptized  by  John  in  Jordan,  was  led 
by  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness,  where,  for  the  space  of 
forty  days  and  nights,  he  was  tried  by  Satan,  the  chief  of 
the  wicked  angels.  It  is  worthy-  of  remark,  that  our  blessed 
Lord  repelled  all  the  evil  suggestions  of  this  wicked  spirit 
by  quotations  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  ;  hereby  teaching 
us  that  they  are,  indeed,  what  St.  Paul  afterward  called 
them,  “  the  sword  of  the  Spirit.”  Satan,  finding  he  could 
not  prevail  against  Christ,  left  him ;  when  the  angels  of 
God  came  ana  ministered  unto  him . 14 

Lesson  XI. — John  i,  19-51: 

The  attention  of  the  Jewish  rulers  being  excited  by  the 
extraordinary  events  already  narrated,  they  send  certain 
persons  to  John  the  -Baptist,  to  inquire  whether  he  were 
really  the  Christ.  John  tells  them  candidly  he  is  not ;  but 
declares  to  them  that  Christ  was  among  them.  He  after 
ward  points  him  out  to  two  of  his  disciples,  (Andrew  ana 
John,)  who  have  an  interview  with  the  Saviour,  and  after 
ward  bring  Simon  to  him.  Shortly  after  Jesus  goes  into 
Galilee,  and  on  his  way  calls  Philip  and  Nathaniel...  .  4f 
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Lesson  XII. — John  ii,  1-25. 

Having  arrived  In  Galilee,  Christ  and  his  five  disciplei 
attend  a  marriage  at  Cana,  a  small  town  about  six  and  a 
half  miles  from  Nazareth;  where  he  works  his  first  public 
miracle,  that  of  turning  water  into  wine.  He  then  goes  to 
Capernaum,  where  he  remains  but  a  few.  A ays.  The  time 
for  holding  the  great  feast  of  the  passover  having  arrived, 
Jesus  and  his  disciples  go  to  Jerusalem;  when,  seeing  the 

{irofauation  of  the  temple  by  those  who  sold  merchandise, 
le  drives  them  out .  Page  51 

Lesson  XIII. — John  iii,  1-13. 

While  Jesus  remains  in  Jerusalem,  a  ruler  of  the  Jews 
named  Nicodemus  comes  to  him  by  night,  desiring  to  bo 
instructed  in  his  doctrines.  With  the  greatest  readiness 
Christ  explains  to  him  the  nature  and  necessity  of  the  new 
.birth,  without  experiencing  which  none  can  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven . . .  55 

Lesson  XXV. — John  iii,  11-21. 

We  have  here  a  continuation  of  the  conversation  between 
our  blessed  Lord  and  Nicodemus.  In  the  former  part  he 
had  stated  the  nature  and  necessity  of  regeneration  ;  in  the 
present  we  are  shown  how  this  is  to  be  effected,  namely, 
through  faith  in  the  atoning  sacrifice  of  Christ ;  for  which 
precious  gift  we  are  indebted  to  the  divine  love .  58 

Lesson  XV. — John  iii,  22-36. 

After  continuihg  a  short  time  in  Jerusalem,  Jesus  leaves 
that  city,  and  goes  into  the  country  parts  of  Judea,  and 
teaches  the  people,  and  baptizes.  A  question  about  the 
most  proper  person  to  administer,  John  or  Christ,  having 
arisen  between  certain  of  John’s  followers  and  the  Jews,  or 
a  Jew,  itis  determined  to  submit  the  question  to  John,  who 
was  baptizing  at  iEnou.  John  immediately  prefers  Christ 
to  himself,  by  a  striking  figure  showing  the  superiority  of 
Jesus,  whom  he  declares  to  be  the  only  Saviour  of  men.  SO 

Lesson  XVI. — John  iv,  1-21. 

Jesus,  having  attracted  great  attention,  determines  to 
leave  Judea  for  a  time,  apparently  to  avoid  the  enmity  of 
the  Pharisees.  On  his  way  to  Galilee  he  passes  through 
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Samaria,  and  at  Shechem  has  a  very  interesting  con¬ 
versation  with  a  Samai’itan  woman,  to  whom  he  makes 
himself  known,  and  teaches  her  the  nature  of  his  king¬ 
dom .  rage  64 


Lesson  XVII. — John  iv,  22-42. 

The  subject  of  the  last  lesson  is  herein  continued.  The 
woman,  surprised  at  the  knowledge  which  Christ  displays 
of  her,  acknowledges  him  to  be  a  prophet,  and  hastens  into 
the  city,  and  spreads  abroad  his  fame.  Many  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  hearing  this,  also  come  to  Christ,  and  are  in¬ 
structed  by  him.  They  entreat  him  to  remain  with  them  a 
short  time ;  to  which  he  consents,  and  many  of  them  be¬ 
lieve  on  him .  68 

Lesson  XV  ILL. — John  iv,  43-54. 

Having  spent  two  days  in  Shechem,  Jesus  continues  his 
journey  into  Galilee  and  arrives  at  Cana,  where  he  heals  a 
nobleman’s  son,  then  dangerously  ill  at  Capernaum...  71 

Lesson  XIX. — Luke  iv,  16-32. 

Having  wrought  the  above-named  miracle,  Jesus  leaves 
Cana,  and  goes  to  Nazareth,  and  on  the  Sabbath  entering 
the  synagogue,  and  the  minister  handing  him  the  book  of 
the  prophet  Isaiah,  stands  up  to  read.  Having  read  the  les¬ 
son  appointed  for  the  day,  he  returns  the  parchment  to  the 
officer  ;  and,  taking  his  seat,  begins  to  expound  the  portion 
read;  which  is  done  in  so  excellent  a  manner  that  they 
wonder  at  his  gracious  speech.  He  seems  to  have  inti¬ 
mated  that  the  Jewish  people  would  generally  reject  bis 
claims  to  the  Messiahship,  and  that  the  offers  of  salvation 
would  be  made  to  the  Gentiles,  who  would  be  saved,  while 
the  Jews  would  be  cast  off.  This  so  enrages  them,  that 
they  thrust  him  out  of  the  city,  designing  to  destroy  his 
life  ;  he,  however,  escapes,  and  goes  to  Capernaum  ....  73 

Lesson  XX. — Mark  i,  16-20 ;  Luke  v,  1-11 ;  Mark  i,  21-28. 

Scene  of  the  lesson  Capernaum  and  its  neighborhood. 
Jesus  calls  Simon  and  Andrew,  James  and  .lohn,  to  become 
his  permanent  followers.  On  the  first  Sabbath  thereafter 
they  enter  into  a  synagogue  in  Capernaum,  at  which  time 
Jesus,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  present,  cast  a  demon  out 
of  a  man .  76 
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Lesson  XXI. — Mark  i,  29-39. 

After  leaving  tlie  synagogue  Jesus  and  his  disciples  enter 
■‘nto  Simon  Peter’s  house,  where  they  find  his  wife’s  mother 
dangerously  ill,  and  Jesus  heals  her.  At  the  close  of  the 
Sabbath  the  multitude  bring  their  diseased  friends  to  Jes  js, 
and  he  heals  them.  In  the  morning  he  rises  very  early, 
and  retires  Into  a  solitary  place  for  private  devotion ;  here¬ 
by  teaching  us  that  we  must  not,  even  amid  the  most  press¬ 
ing  public  engagements,  neglect  the  more  secret  duties  of 
godliness.  He  then  departs  on  a  tour  through  Galilee,  heal¬ 
ing  the  bodily  and  spiritual  maladies  of  the  people.  Page  80 

Lesson  XXII. — Mark  ii,  1-12. 

Jesus  returns  to  Capernaum,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  known 
a  great  number  come  together.  Among  others,  a  paralytic 
man  is  brought  on  a  couch,  borne  by  four  persons ;  who,  not 
being  able  to  get  near  the  person  of  Christ,  on  account  of  the 
crowd,  carry  the  man  to  the  top  of  the  house,  and,  uncover¬ 
ing  a  part  of  the  roof,  let  him  down  into  the  midst,  before 
Jesus.  He,  seeing  their  faith,  says  to  the  sick  of  the  palsy, 
Thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee  1  Certain  Jewish  teachers  there 
present  take  umbrage  at  this,  thinking  that  Christ  blas¬ 
phemes  by  assuming  a  prerogative  which  belongs  to  God 
only.  In  order  to  satisfy  them,  however,  of  his  power  and 
right  to  forgive  sins,  he  works  a  remarkable  cure  on  the  sick 
man,  and  is  in  consequence  glorified  by  the  people .  83 


Lesson  XXIII. — John  v,  1-15. 

A  feast  of  the  Jews  being  now  at  liaryl,  Jesus  goes  to  Je¬ 
rusalem  to  keep  it.  This  feast  is  by  some  supposed  to  be 
that  of  the  passover,  by  others,  the  pentecoSt.  Going  to 
the  pool  of  Bethesda,  which  was  near  the  sheep-gate,  Christ 
finds  there  a  number  of  diseased  persons,  waiting  for  the 
miraculous  moving  of  the  waters  ;  for  it  appears  that  at 
certain  seasons,  the  waters  of  this  pool,  or  bath,  were  im¬ 
bued  with  a  supernatural  virtue,  and  that  whoever  stepped 
in  first  thereafter  was  healed  of  whatever  disease  he  had. 
A  poor  man  who  had  been  ill  for  thirty-eight  years  attracts 
the  attention  of  Christ,  and  is  wonderfully  cured  by  him ; 
and  in  evidence  thereof  is  directed  to  carry  the  bed  on 
which  he  had  been  lying  to  his  house.  The  Jews  murmur 
at  this,  it  being  the  Sabbath  day .  8t 
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Lesson  XXIV _ John  v,  16-29. 

In  this  lesson  Christ  defends  himself  against  the  charge 
of  having  violated  the  law  by  profaning  the  Sabbath.  Ha 
declares  that  God  continues  to  work  in  sustaining  the  world, 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  that  he  (Christ)  is  equal 
to  and  one  with  God  the  Father,  and  that  authority  to  judge 
belongs  to  the  Son .  Page  90 

Lesson  XXV. — John,  v,  30-47. 

Christ  proceeds  to  substantiate  his  claims  to  the  Messiah- 
ship,  from  the  testimony  afforded  by  hi3  works,  by  the 
Scriptures,  and  by  John  the  Baptist.  He  predicts  their  re¬ 
jection  of  him  .  93 

Lesson  XXVI. — Luke  vi,  1 ;  Matt,  xii,  2-8. 

Christ  and  his  disciples  passing  through  a  field  of  grain, 
the  latter,  being  hungry,  plucked  some  ears  thereof,  at 
which  the  Jewish  rulers  complain  to  Christ,  it  being  the 
Sabbath.  Jesus  explains  and  enforces  the  true  method  of 
observing  the  day,  and  acquits  his  disciples  of  the  charge 
brought  against  them .  96 


Lesson  XXVn. — Matt,  xii,  9-21. 

Having  justified  his  disciples,  as  noticed  in  the  last  les¬ 
son,  Jesus  enters  into  a  synagogue,  and  teaches  the  people. 
Among  the  congregation  is  a  man  with  a  withered  hand. 
Certain  scribes  and  Pharisees,  disposed  to  find  fault  with 
Jesus,  ask'  him  whether  it  be  lawful  to  heal  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  day.  Jesus  answers  them,  and,  being  grieved  at  their 
wickedness,  regards  them  with  indignation.  He  com¬ 
mands  the  afflicted  man  to  stand  forth  in  the  midst  of  the 
people,  and  heals  him  in  their  presence.  At  this  the  scribes 
and  Pharisees  are  enraged,  and  take  counsel  with  the 
Herodians  how  they  may  destroy  him.  Jesus,  however, 
knowing  their  evil  design,  retires  to  the  sea-side .  99 
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QUESTIONS  ON  THE  GOSPELS 


LESSON  I. 

John  i,  1-18. 

By  whom  is  this  gospel  supposed  to  have  been  written? 

What  reason  does  he  give  for  writing  it?- — Chap,  xx,  31. 

Under  whose  direction  are  the  Scriptures ‘given? — Sea 
2  Tim.  iii,  16. 

For  what  purpose  are  they  given? — §  Tim.  iii,  17. 

Is  it  not,  then,  our  duty  diligently  to  read  and  obey  them? 

1.  Who  is  here  said  to  have  been  in  the  begin¬ 
ning?' 

With  whom  was  the  Word? 

What  was  the  Word  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “the  beginning?” — Gen.  i,  1;  Prov. 
viii,  23. 

Who  do  you  say  existed  at  the  beginning? 

Who  is  meant  by  “the  Word?” — Compare  John  i,  14,  15, 
with  verses  29,  30,  of  the  same  chapter. 

Why  is  he  so  called?  [It  is  likely  he  is  so  called  be¬ 
cause  he  has  made  known  to  us  the  will  of  God,  just  as 
the  words  of  men  make  known  to  us  their  will. —  Whit- 
tingham.'] 

What  is  meant  by  “  the  Word  was  with  God?” — John  i, 
18 ;  xiv,  11. 

2.  When  was  the  Word  with  God  ? 

3.  What  was  made  by  him  ? 

Was  anything  made  without  him? 
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Who  only  can  create  ? 

Is  the  work  of  creation  ever  attributed,  in  Scripture,  to 
any  other  person  than  Jesus  Christ? — Gen.  i,  1;  Job 
xxxiii,  4 ;  Heb.  i,  1,  2 ;  see  also  Psa.  xxxiii,  6. 

What,  then,  may  we  infer  from  the  work  of  creation  be* 
ing  indifferently  ascribed  to  these  three  persons  ? 

4.  What  is  said  to  have  been  in  the  Word  ? 
What  was  the  life  ? 

What  kind  of  life  is  here  meant? 

Who  is  the  author  of  all  life? — Col.  i,  17  ;  Acts  xvii,  28, 

What  is  the  spiritual  state  of  men  by  nature? — Eph.  ii,  1. 

How  may  they  be  raised  to  a  new  life? — John  v,  24 ;  xx,  31. 

What  is  meant  by  this  life  being  in  Christ? — See  ver.  12. 

Does  he  ever  call  himself  the  life? — John  xiv,  6. 

What  shall  be  the  duration  of  that  life  which  Christ  gives 
to  those  who  continue  to  believe  on  him? — John  x, 
27,  28. 

How  is  Christ  the  “  light  of  men  ?” — Psa.  cxix,  105 ;  com¬ 
pare  John  xvi,  7,  8,  14,  with  Eph.  v,  13. 

5.  Where  is  the  light  said  to  shine  ? 

Did  the  darkness  receive  it  ? 

By  what  figure  is  the  moral  condition  of  the  unrenewed 
man  sometimes  represented  in  Scripture? — Eph.  iv, 
17,  18. 

What  is  meant  by  the  “  light  shining  in  darkness  ?” 

What  is  it  to  “  comprehend?” 

Why  do  not  men  comprehend  more  of  God,  when  his 
works  of  creation  and  providence  so  clearly  manifest 
his  power  and  goodness  ?” 

Is  this  one  reason  why  a  clear  revelation  of  his  will  was 
given  ? 

6.  Who  is  here  said  to  have  been  sent  from  God  ? 

What  John  was  this  ? — Mark  i,  1-3  ;  Matt,  iii,  1-3. 

What  is  the  import  of  this  name  ? 

Is  it  not  peculiarly  fitting  to  the  forerunner  of  Christ  * 

7.  For  what  purpose  was  he  sent  ? 

What  is  it  to  bear  witness  ? 

What  was  the  intent  of  his  “  witness  ?” 
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How  might  men  believe  through  him  ? 

What  was  John’s  testimony  concerning  Christ?- — Verses 
29,  34. 

8.  What  is  here  said  of  John  ? 

Who  was  the  “Light”  of  whom  John  was  sent  L  beat 
witness? — John  viii,  12. 

Who  are  now  sent  to  bear  this  testimony  ? 

Have  you  believed  their  message  ? 

Is  it  not  an  honor  to  be  chosen  to  bear  witness  of  Christ  f 

9.  Whom  does  the  true  Light  enlighten? 

How? 

10.  Where  was  the  Light? 

By  whom  was  the  world  made? 

Did  the  world  know  him  ? 

What  is  implied  in  Christ’s  being  in  the  world?  [See 
Clarke  on  this  place.] 

What  is  meant  by  the  world’s  not  knowing  him? 

What  is  it  to  know  Christ  aright  ?- 

How  was  it  that  “  the  world”  knew  him  not? 

11.  To  whom  did  Christ  come? 

Was  he  received  by  them? 

Who  are  here  called  “his  own?” — Matt,  xv,  24 ;  Acts  iii,  26. 
To  whom  was  the  latter  quotation  addressed? — See  Acts 
iii,  13. 

Why  were  they  especially  so  called? 

Why  did  not  the  Jews  receive  Christ  ? 

Have  you  received  him,  or  do  you,  also,  reject  him  ? 
What  will  be  the  end  of  such  as  finally  reject  him  ? — John 
iii,  36. 

12.  Did  any  receive  him  ? 

What  did  he  give  to  such  ? 

What  is  here  meant  by  power  t — Ans.  Privilege. 

What  is  it  to  receive  Christ  ? 

What  is  implied  by  becoming  the  sons  of  God  ? — Rom.  viii, 
15-17  ;  Eph.  v,  1. 

How  may  we  know  the  children  of  God? — -John  xiii,  35, 
Matt,  xii,  33. 
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13.  Of  whom  are  these  sons  said  to  have  been 
bom  ? 

What  does  this  mean? — 2  Cor.  v,  17  ;  Tit.  iii,  5. 

Will  a  man  horn  of  God  live  in  sin? — 1  John  iii,  9,  10. 

14.  What  is  here  said  of  the  Word  ? 

What  is  meant  by  the  Word  being  made  flesh  ? — Phil,  ii,  7. 

Among  whom  did  Christ  dwell  ? 

What  did  they  behold  ? 

When  did  John  behold  this  glory? — Matt,  xvii,  1-G ; 
2  Pet.  i,  17. 

Of  what  was  he  full  ? 

What  is  “  grace  ?” 

In  whom  did  the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  dwell  ? — Col.  ii,  9. 

15.  What  is  said  here  to  have  been  the  witness 
of  John  concerning-  Christ  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  preferred  ?” 

16.  Of  what  have  we  received? 

What  is  meant  by  the  fullness  here  spoken  of? 

What  is  meant  by  the  phrase,  “  grace  for  grace  ?” 

[Note. — Benson  supposes  that  the  disciples  of  Christ  re¬ 
ceived  a  measure  of  evesy  grace,  or  celestial  gift,  con¬ 
ferred  on  him.  The  more  common  understanding  of 
the  passage  is,  that  all  men  receive  privileges  and  ad- 
,  vantages  in  proportion  to  the  improvement  which  they 
make  of  those  already  bestowed  on  them.] 

17.  What  do  we  here  read  was  given  by  Moses? 
What  came  by  Jesus  Christ  ? 

What  law  is  here  spoken  of? 

What  knowledge  does  the  law  give  us? — Rom.  iii,  20. 
What  was  the  design  of  the  law  ?- — [Ans.  By  its  sacrifices, 
etc.,  to  point  out  the  bringing  in  of  abetter  hope,  name¬ 
ly,  the  Gospel — the  law  was  a  dispensation  of  justice, 
not  of  grace — that  came  by  Moses,  this  by  Jesus  Christ.] 

18.  Who  hath  seen  God,  [i.  e.,  the  Father?] 
Who,  then,  has  declared  or  represented  him  ? 

How  has  he  done  this  ? 
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5.  What  -priest*  is  herS  spoken  of?  ij  .. 

r  Juder  whose  government’did  he  live  § 

By  what  names,  besides  that  of  Judea,  is  this  country 
called  in  Urn  Bible  ? — See  Gen.  si,  31 ;  xl,  15  ;  Exod. 
xv,  14 ;  Zech  ii,  12 ;  Hos.  ix,  3,  etc. 

Where  is  Judea? 

Of  what  course  was  Zacharias  ? 

By  what  name  is  Abia  called  in  1  Chron.  xxiv,  10? 

What  is  meant  by  “course  of  Abia?” — Compare  1  Caron, 
xxiii,  6,  with  1  Chron.  xxiv,  7-18. 

What  was  the  name  of  Zacharias’s  wife '! 

Of  what  descent  was  she  1 

Who  was  Aaron  ? 

What  honor  was  conferred  on  him  by  God? — Ex.  xxviii,  1. 

6.  What  was  the  character  of  Zacharias  and 
Elizabeth.? 

What  is  implied  in  their  being  “  righteous?” 

What  is  meant  by  “  walking  in  all  the  commandments 
and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  ?” 

7.  Had  they  children  at  this  time  ? 

What  is  meant  by  their  being  “  well  stricken  in  years  ?” 

8.  9.  What  office  did  Zacharias  fill  ? 

What  were  the  more  important  duties  of  the  priests  among 
the  Jews  ?  [Ans.  To  offer  sacrifice,  to  burn  incense, 
to  make  intercession,  and  to  bless  the  people.] 

How  did  they  determine  who  should  perform  these  duties  1 

What  was  the  lot  of  Zacharias  at  this  time  ? 

What  is  incense  ? 

Of  what  ingredients  was  this  incense  composed  ? — Exod. 
xxx,  34-36. 

Where  did  he  burn  it  ? 

On  what  did  he  burn  incense? — Exod.  xxx,  1-7. 
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Of  what,  probably,  was  the  hjimiag'of  License1  ari  emblem  ? 
•Compare  Kev.  y.  'S,  With  Rev.  Viii,  3  ;  als«  Pse.  csli,  2. 

10..  What  were’  the’  people  doing  at  this  time? 
Where  ? 

What  la  meant  by,‘  “  praying  without  f” 

Ought  the  prayers'  of  good  people  always  "to  accompany 
the  sariict's  of  the  'minister  ? 

Wherefore  ? 

Were  there  regular  hours  for  religious  worship  among  the 
Jews? 

At  what  time  ? — Acts  ii,  15 ;  iii,  1 ;  x,  9. 


11.  What  do  you  read  in  the  eleventh  verse  ? 

What  is  an  angel  ? — Heb.  i,  14. 

Are  there  many,  do  you  suppose? — Rev.  v,  11. 

Are  all  angels  good  ? — 2  Pet.  ii,  4. 

Can  you  name  other  instances  in  which  God  has  employ¬ 
ed  angels  in  his  intercourse  with  men  ? 

12.  How  did  Zacharias  feel  when  he  saw  the 
angel  ? 

Do  you  think  that  he  knew  it  to  be  an  angel  ? 

13.  What  did  the  angel  say  to  compose  him? 
What  did  he  tell  him  ? 


What  is  prayer  ? 

Who  had  heard  the  prayers  of  Zacharias  ? 

What  did  the  angel  mean  by  “  thy  prayer  is  heard  ?”— 
1  John  v,  14. 

14.  What  does  the  angel  promise  to  Zacharias  in 
this  verse? 

What  should  give  him  “joy  and  gladness?” 

Would  others  rejoice  at  his  birth  ? 

Why  would  “  many  rejoice  at  his  birth  ?” — MaL  iii,  1. 

1 5.  What  is  here  foretold  of  John  ? 

In  what  respect  was  he  “  great  ?” 

How  may  you  be  great  in  the  sight  of  God  ? 

With  what  was  he  to  he  filled  ? 

What  is  meant  by  being  “  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  ?” 
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Who  is  the  Holy  Ghost? — 2  Cor.  iii,  17. 

What  effects  are  produced  by  his  indwelling? — Gal.  v, 
22,  23;  Eph.  v,  9. 

Do  you  pray  that  the  Spirit  of  God  may  dwell  in  your 
heart  ? 

Does  the  Bible  tell  you  of  any  one  else  who  was  sanctified 
to  God  from  his  birth  ? — Jer.  i,  5.' 

16.  Whom  should  he  turn  unto  God? 

By  what  means  ? — See  Matt,  iii,  1-6. 

What  is  said  in  Daniel  xii,  3,  of  “  those  who  turn  many 
to  righteousness  ?” 

Who  are  meant  by  the  “  children  of  Israel  ?” 

Of  whom  was  John  the  messenger  or  forerunner? 

Who  is  meant  in  this  plaee  by  “  the  Lord  God  ?” 

17.  In  whose  “spirit  and  power”  was  John  to  go? 

Who  is  meant  by  Elias  ? 

In  what  respects  did  John  resemble  the  prophet  Elijah? 

TNote. — In  his  manner  of  life,  dress,  stability,  honesty  of 
character,  and  boldness  of  reproof.] 

What  should  be  the  effect  of  John’s  preaching? 

What  is  to  be  understood  by  making  ready  a  people  pre 
pared  for  the  Lord? — See  1  Pet.  ii,  9. 

What  is  meant  by  “  turning  the  disobedient  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  just?” 

By  what  means  is  this  now  chiefly  done  ? 

18.  What  inquiry  did  Zacharias  make? 

19.  What  did  the  angel  answer? 

Is  mention  made  of  the  angel  Gabriel  in  any  other  part  of 
the  sacred  writings? — See  Dan.  viii,  16;  Luke  i,  26. 

What  are  these  glad  tidings  ? 

20.  What  sign  did  Gabriel  give  of  the  truth  of 
his  message  ? 

Why  was  this  punishment  inflicted  ? 

Were  the  angel’s  “  words”  fulfilled  ? — See  verses  59-64. 

21.  What  is  said  in  the  twenty-first  verse! 

Wbat  is  the  meaning  of  “  marveled  ?” 

Why  did  they  “  tarry  V 
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22.  What  did  the  people  perceive  when  Zacha< 
rias  came  out  ? 

What  is  a  vision  ? 

Did  the  Lord  ever  make  known  his  will  by  visions  ? 

23-25.  What  took  place  after  this? 

■What  is  meant  by  the  “  days  of  his  ministration  ?” 

How  long  did  the  priests  serve  in  one  course  ? — 2  Chron, 
xxiii,  4,  :8. 

What  is  the  “  reproach”  spoken  of  in  the  twenty-fifth 
verse  ? 


LESSON  III. 

Luke  i,  26 — 56. 

26.  Who  is  here  said  to  have  been  sent  from 
God? 

Unto  what  place  was  he  sent  ? 

When  was  he  sent  on  this  errand  ? 

In  the  sixth  month  from  what  event  ? — See  verse  24. 
What  were  the  five  general  divisions  of  the  Holy  Land  at 
the  time  of  our  Saviour’s  dwelling  on  earth? — See  Ap¬ 
pendix. 

In  which  part  was  Galilee  ? 

Where  was  Nazareth? 

For  what  did  this  place  afterward  become  especially  dis 
tinguished  ? 

27.  Unto  whom  was  Gabriel  sent? 

What  was  her  name  ? 

What  is  meant  by  her  being  of  the  house  of  David  ? 

What  David  is  here  intended  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  espoused  ? 

28.  Into  whose  presence  did  the  angel  come  ? 
How  did  he  salute  her  ? 

Who  did  he  say  was  with  her? 

What  did  he  then  pronounce  Mary  to  be  ? 

In  what  respect  was  she  “  highly  favored”  and  “  blessed  ?*• 
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It  pleased  God  to  put  great  honor  on  Mary  in  sheeting 
her  to  be  the  mother  of  Christ’s  human  nature  ;  but  is 
it  therefore  right  to  worship  her? — See  Rev.  xxii,  9. 

Of  what  crime  should  we  be  guilty  in  worshiping  any 
person  or  thing  save  God  only  ? 

\re  we  commanded,  in  the  Bible,  to  worship  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ? — Heb.  i,  6. 

Thee  what  is  he  ? 

29.  When  Mary  saw  the  angel,  how  was  she  af¬ 
fected  ? 

What  did  she  do  ? 

Why  was  she  “  troubled”  at  his  “  saying  ?” 

30.  What  did  the  angel  further  say  ? 

31.  What  was  to  be  the  name  of  her  son  ? 

What  reason  is  given  for  calling  him  by  this  name? — 

Matt,  i,  21. 

How  does  the  Lord  Jesus  save  his  people  from  their  sins? 
May  all  mankind  be  saved  through  him? — 2  Pet.  iii,  9; 
Rev.  xxii,  17. 

32.  What  should  he  be? 

What  should  he  be  called  ? 

What  should  he  given  to  him  ? 

What  two  natures  were  to  be  united  in  Christ  Jesus? 

In  what  does  the  greatness  of  Christ  Jesus  consist? 

Who  is  here  meant  by  the  Highest  ? 

Why  is  David  called  the  father  of  the  Messiah  ? 

What  is  to  be  understood  by  there  being  given  to  him  the 
throne  of  David  ? 

Is  it  of  importance  that  this  fact  should  be  stated  ? 

Why  ? — Compare  Isa.  xi,  1,  with  Jer.  xxiii,  5. 

Can  the  fact  be  proved? — How? — Matt,  i,  1-17. 

In  consequence  of  this  he  was  called  the  offspring  of  Da¬ 
vid  ;  how  is  it  that* he  is  also  called  the  root  of  David? 
Rev.  xxii,  16. — See  John  viii,  58. 

33.  Over  whom  should  he  reign  ? 

Who  are  meant  by  “the  house  of  Jacob?” 

What  shall  be  the  duration  of  his  kingdom  ? 
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What  did  Daniel  say  respecting  this  in  chap,  ii,  44 ;  vii,  14  ? 
What  is  the  nature  of  Christ’s  kingdom? — Horn,  xiv,  17  ; 

John  xviii,  36  ;  Luke  xvii,  20,  21 ;  see  margin. 

Ts  this  kingdom  spt  up  in  your  heart  ? 

34.  What  question  did  Mary  ask  of  the  angel  ? 
What  was  the  answer  ? 

Is  the  Holy  Ghost  God? — Acts  v,  3,  4. 

Who  is  meant  by  that  holy  thing  or  person  ? 

37.  What  does  the  angel  say  of  the  power  of 
God  ? 

What,  probably,  did  he  design  Mary  to  infer  from  this? 

38.  What  was  her  reply? 

What  is  said  of  the  angel  ? 

What  is  a  handmaid  ? 

What  is  meant  by  the  “  handmaid  of  the  Lord  ?” 

Must  not  Mary’s  submission  to  the  will  of  God,  and  trust 
in  him,  have  been  very  great  ? 

39.  What  is  Mary  here  said  to  have  done  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  those  days  ?” 

What  do  you  suppose  to  have  been  the  cause  of  her  haste  ? 
What  part  is  called  the  “  hill  country  ?” 

What  city,  probably,  was  this? — Josh,  .yxi,  9-11. 

How  far  is  Hebron  from  Nazareth? 

How  far  from  Jerusalem  ? 

For  what  other  events  is  Hebron  celebrated? — [While  re¬ 
siding  here,  Abraham  received  the  promise  of  a  son, 
Gen.  xiii,  18;  and  here  David  was  first  crowned, 
2  Sam.  ii,  3,  4.]  See  Appendix. 

40.  Into  whose  house  did  she  enter  ? 

Whom  did  she  salute  ? 

41.  With  what  was  Elizabeth  filled? 

What  is  meant  by  this  expression?* 

42.  What  did  she  do  ? 

Whom  did  she  pronounce  blessed  ? 

What  is  sometimes  the  meaning  of  the  word  blessed  ?-«- 
Ans.  Happy. 
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43.  What  did  she  call  Mary  ? 

How  did  she  know  this  ? 

Why  is  Mary  here  called  blessed  ? 

[Ans.  For  having  believed  “that  there  would  be  a  pea 
formance  of  those  things,”  etc.] 

4  6.  What  was  Mary’s  answer  ? 

What  is  it  to  “magnify?” 

47.  In  whom  did  she  rejoice? 

48.  What  was  the  ground  of  her  rejoicing  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  estate  ?” 

49.  Who  had  done  these  things  to  her  ? 

What  does  she  declare  his  name  to  be  ? 

[Clarke  supposes  this  had  better  be  rendered  abundant 

goodness  than  holy.'] 

What  is  here  said  of  the  mercy  of  God  ? 

From  whom  do  all  our  comforts  proceed? — James  i,  17 
Are  not  his  “tender  mercies  over  all  his  works?” 

Then  why  is  the  expression  here  used  “  on  them  that 
fear  him?” 

51,  52.  What  had  God  shown  ? 

Of  what  is  God's  arm.  a  frequent  figure  in  the  Scriptures? 

fAns.  His  omnipotence.] 

What  had  he  done  to  the  proud  ? 

What  to  the  lowly  ? 

53.  What  had  he  done  to  those  of  low  degree? 
What  will  he  do  to  the  spiritually  hungry  ? 

What  to  those  who  think  themselves  rich  ? 

54.  What  had  he  done  for  Israel  ? 

Why? 

55.  To  whom  had  he  given  such  promise  ? 

Has  he  not  frequently  manifested  his  mercy  to  you? 
Then  what  return  ought  you  to  make  ? 

56.  How  long  did  Mary  remain  with  Elizabeth ! 
Where  did  she  then  go  ? 
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LESSON  IY. 

Luke  I,  67—80. 

Where  did  the  events  named  in  this  lesson  take  j  lace  ?— 
See  verse  39. 

57.  What  event  is  here  noticed  ? 

Was  there  anything  remarkable  attending  his  birth? — 
See  verses  8-11. 

Give  the  particulars  of  the  angel’s  visit. 

58.  What  had  Elizabeth’s  neighbors  and  relatives 
heard  ? 

In  what  respect  had  the  Lord  shown  her  great  mercy  ? 

What  did  they  then  do  ? 

What  duty  is  enjoined  on  us  toward  others,  in  the  com¬ 
forts  or  afflictions  of  life  ? — Rom.  xii,  15. 

59.  What  was  done  on  the  eighth  day? 

By  whom  was  this  rite  instituted  ? — Gen.  xvii,  9,  10. 

For  what  purpose? — Gen.  xvii,  11 ;  Rom.  iv„  11. 

What  spiritual  privilege  was  then  conferred  ? — See 
Horne’s  Introduction,  vol.  ii,  p.  110,  and  Covel’s  Die 
tionary,  article  Circumcision. 

What  takes  the  place  of  circumcision  in  the  Christian 
Church  ? 

What  is  the  use  of  Baptism  ? 

[Ans.  It  is  a  “  sign  and  seal  of  an  inward  and  spiritual 
grace it  typifies  the  “  washing  of  regeneration  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost and  is  an  open  avowal, 
for  ourselves  or  for  another,  of  a  living  faith  in  Christ, 
and  an  acceptance  of  the  terms  of  the  covenant  of  grace.] 

By  what  name  did  these  friends  wish  him  to  be 
called  ? 

60.  What  did  his  mother  say  he  should  be  called  1 

Why  so  ? — Luke  i,  13. 

61.  What  reply  did  they  make? 

What  is  the  meauing  of  “  kindred  ?” 
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S2.  What  did  they  then  do  ? 

Why  did  they  make  signs? — Verse  20. 

63.  What  followed  ? 

How  do  you  understand  he  asJced.  for  a  table  ? 

What  kind  of  table  is  here  meant? — [See  Clarke.] 

How  were  they  all  affected  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  marvel  ?” 

At  what  did  they  “  marvel  ?” — [See  Clarke.] 

64.  What  immediately  happened  to  Zacharias  ? 

Had  the  angel  foretold  when  the  power  of  speech  should 

be  restored  ? — Verse  20. 

How  did  he  employ  his  “  loosened  tongue  ?” 

What  is  written  in  Psalm  1,  23  ? 

65.  What  came  on  those  who  dwelt  in  that 
neighborhood  ? 

What  was  done  ? 

What  sayings  [or  things,  see  margin]  were  noised  abroad? 
What  is  the  meaning  of  “  noised  abroad?” 

Is  it  right  to  tell  of  the  wonderful  works  of  God  ? 

Do  they  who  hear  of  God’s  dealings  always  profit  by  them  ? 

66.  What  did  those  do  who  heard  of  these  won¬ 
derful  things  ? 

What  did  they  say  ? 

What  is  meant  by  their  “  laying  them  up  in  their  hearts?" 

What*  was  with  John  ? 

What  does  this  mean  ? 

67.  With  what  was  his  father  filled? 

What  did  he  do  under  this  influence  ? 

What  is  it  to  prophesy  ? 

To  whom  alone  are  future  events  certainly  known? 

Th*n  what  is  the  Holy  Ghost? 

68.  How  did  Zacharias  begin  his  prophecy? 

How  has  God  visited  his  people? — John  iii,  16. 

With  what  has  he  redeemed  them  ? — 1  Pet.  i,  18,  18. 
What  is  it  to  “  redeem  ?” 
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69.  Wliat  had  God  raised  up! 

In  what  house  or  family  ? 

Of  what  is  a  horn  an  emblem  in  Scripture  ? 

[Ans.  Strength,  glory,  power.  It  here  means  a  mighty 
Savionr  or  Deliverer.  See  Covet] 

Is  he  the  Savionr  of  the  Jews  only? — John  x,  16. 

From  what  will  Christ  deliver  ns  ? 

By  what  means? 

Are  you  freed  from  the  power  of  sin  ? 

VO.  By  whom  had  this  deliverance  been  fore¬ 
told  ? 

Since  when  ? 

How  did  the  prophets  speak  of  these  things  ? — 2  Pet.  i,  2L 

VI.  From  what  are  God’s  people  saved? 

What  is  the  nature  of  this  deliverance  ? 

V2.  What  had  God  done  ? 

What  is  a  “  covenant  ?” 

V3.  With  whom  was  this  covenant  made  ? — Gen. 

xxii,  16-18. 

How  was  it  confirmed  ? 

V4.  How  does  God  design  his  people  to  serve 
him  ? 

V6.  What  should  the  child  be  called  ? 

Before  whose  face  should  he  go  ? 

For  what  purpose  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “going  before”  one’s  “face?” 

Who  was  the  Lord  whose  ways  he  was  to  prepare  ? 
llow  did  he  “prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord?” — Matthew 
iii,  1,  2. 

VV.  What  was  he  to  give  ? 

By  [or  for,  see  margin]  what  ? 

What  is  “  remission  of  sins  ?” 

By  the  shedding  of  whose  blood  are  we  pardoned? 

V8.  What  is  here  said  to  have  visited  us ! 
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Through  or  by  what  has  it  visited  us? 

Who  is  meant  by  this  day-spring  ? — [Ans.  Commentators 
differ  :  some  referring  this  to  Christ ;  others,  among 
whom  is  Dr.  Clarke,  to  John.] 

1 9.  For  what  purpose  did  the  day-spring  visit  us  ? 

What  “  darkness”  and  “death”  are  here  intended? 

Who  are  sitting  in  “  darkness,  and  in  the  shade  w  of 
death?” 

What  is  the  only  way  of  peace  ? 

What  is  said  of  the  ways  of  religion  in  Prov.  iii,  17  ? 

Have  you  peace  with  God? 

80.  What  is  here  said  of  John  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  waxed  strong  in  spirit?” — [Ans.  Was 
divinely  instructed  in  the  things  of  God.] 

Where  did  he  remain  ? 

What  are  deserts? — [Ans.  Waste  places;  though  here 
probably  only  meaning  uncultivated.] 

How  long  ? 

What  is  meant  by  that  ? — Luke  iii,  1-3. 

At  what  age  did  the  ministrations  of  the  pfiests  comment* 
among  the  Jews? — Num.  iv,  2,  3. 


LESSON  Y. 

Matt,  i,  18-25. 

18.  Read  the  first  clause  of  the  18th  verse. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  Christ  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  was  on  this  wise  ?” 
What  of  “  espoused  ?” — Deut.  xx,  7. 

19.  What  is  Joseph  here  called? 

What  was  his  character  ? 

What  was  he  unwilling  to  do  ? 

What  did  he  intend  to  do  ? 
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Why  is  Joseph  here  called  Mary’s  “husband?” 

What  is  here  meant  by  “  put  away  ?” 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  privily 
What  of  a  “  public  example  ?” 

20,  21.  What  prevented  Joseph’s  putting  Mary 
away  ? 

What  was  he  not  to  “  fear”  in  regard  to  Mary  ? 

Who  are  here  meant  by  “  his  people  ?” 

22.  Why  were  these  things  done  ? 

What  prophet  is  meant  ? 

23.  What  did  he  say? 

Where  is  this  prophecy  recorded  ? — Isa.  vii,  14. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  name  ? 

What  is  meant  by  the  expression  “  God  with  us  ?” 

How  was  this  name  applicable  to  Jesus  Christ  ? 

24.  25.  The  “  dream”  being  ended,  how  did 
J oseph  act  ? 

What  points  of  Joseph’s  character  are  herein  especially 
developed  ?  [Ans.  His  faith  and  his  obedience  to  God.] 

Luke  ii,  1-31. 

1.  What  took  place  about  this  time  ? 

Who  was  Caesar  Augustus  ? 

What  is  a  “  decree  ?” 

What  is  meant  by  the  expression,  “  all  the  world  ?” 

What  is  meant  by  the  word  “tax”  here? — See  margin. 
What  is  it  to  be  enrolled  ? 

2.  When  was  this  taxing  or  census  first  made ! 
— See  Clarke. 

What  is  a  “  governor  ?’’ 

Where  is  Syria? 

3.  Who  went  to  be  taxed  ? 

Where  did  they  go  ? 

What  is  meant  by  each  one’s  going  to  “  his  own  city  ?” 
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i.  Who  i9  here  said  to  have  gone  from  Galilee  ? 
To  what  city  did  he  go  ? 

What  reason  is  here  given  for  his  going  there  ? 

In  what  part  of  Palestine  is  Galilee? 

In  what  part  is  Judea? 

Hew  far  was  Bethlehem  from  Nazareth  ? 

Why  was  Bethlehem  called  the  city  of  David  ? — 1  Sam. 
xvi,  1, 4  ;  John  vii,  42. 

What  was  this  city  formerly  called? — Gen.  xxxv,  19. 
What  is  meant  by  Joseph  being  o£  the  “  lineage”  of  David  ? 

5.  What  was  Joseph’s  business  at  Bethlehem  ? 
Who  went  with  him  ? 

Was  she  obliged  to  go  ? — See  Clarke. 

6,  7.  What  took  place  while  they  were  there  ? 
Where  did  Mary  place  her  son  ? 

Why  did  she  put  him  there  ? 

Who  was  this  child? 

For  what  purpose  did  he  come  into  the  world? — 1  Tim. 
i,  15. 

What  kind  of  inns  were  common  in  that  country? — See 
Covel’s  Dictionary,  article  Inn. 

8.  Who  are  here  said  to  have  been  in  lhat 
country  ? 

What  were  they  doing  ? 

What  is  a  shepherd  ? 

9.  Who  appeared  to  them  ? 

What  shone  around  them  ? 

How  did  they  feel  ? 

Why  were  they  afraid  ? 

What,  probably,  is  intended  by  the  phrase,  “  glory  of  the 
Lord?” 

1 0.  What  did  the  angel  say  to  them  ? 

Why? 

To  whom  were  these  tidings  sent  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  tidings  ?” 
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11.  In  what  did  these  tidings  of  great  joy  consist ! 

What  is  a  Saviour  ? 

Why  was  Jesus  so  called? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  name  Christ  ? 

[Ans.  It  is  a  Greek  word  expressive  of  the  same  thing  as 
the  Hebrew  word  Messiah,  and  signifies  Anointed. — 
See  Covel.] 

With  what  was  the  Saviour  anointed  ? — Acts  x,  36. 

What  was  the  use  of  anointing  ? — See  Exodus  xxviii,  41 ; 
xxix,  9 ;  1  Sam.  ix,  27 ;  and  x,  1. 

12.  What  sign  did  the  angel  give  to  the  shep¬ 
herds,  by  which  they  should  know  Christ ! 

Why  was  he  laid  in  a  manger  ? — See  verse  7. 

13.  What  then  took  place? 

How  were  they  employed  ? 

14.  What  did  they  say? 

Could  the  incarnation  of  Christ  bring  glory  to  God  ? 

How  ? 

By  what  means  now  have  men  peace  with  God? — Rom 
v,  1. 

What  is  Christ  called  in  the  latter  part  of  verse  six,  ninth 
of  Isaiah  ? 

How  did  Christ  make  peace  between  man  and  God  ? — 
Eph.  ii,  13,  14. 

How  has  God  shown  his  love  to  guilty  men  ? — John  iii,  16 

15.  Where  did  the  angels  go  ? 

What  did  the  shepherds  then  say  to  each  other  ? 

16.  What  did  they  do,  and  how? 

Whom  did  they  find  ? 

Who  was  in  the  manger — the  babe  only? 

1 7.  When  they  had  seen  him,  what  did  they  do  f 

What  was  the  saying? — Verses  10,  11. 

18.  How  did  they  feel  who  heard  it  ? 

19.  What  did  Mary  do  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  pondering  them  in  her  heart  ?" 
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20.  Whither  did  the  shepherds  theu  go  ? 

How  did  they  act  ? 

Do  you  suppose  the  shepherds  believed  that  Jesus  was 
the  Christ? 

What  kind  of  a  “  Saviour”  did-  they  probably  suppose  he 
would  be — a  Saviour  from  sin,  or  a  temporal  deliverer? 

How  do  you  regard  him  ? 

What  should  Christ’s  being  born  in  so  low  a  state  teach 
us? 

21.  What  took  place  on  the  eighth  day  after  the 
Saviour’s  birth  ? 


LESS  ON  YI. 

Luke  11,  23-38. 

Where  were  the  holy  family  at  this  time  ? — See  verse  4. 

22,  23.  To  what  place  is  Jesus  here  said  to  be 
brought  ? 

In  obedience  to  what  law  ? 

For  what  purpose  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  to  present  him  before  the  Lord  ?” 

Why  did  the  Saviour  submit  to  these  rites  ? — Gal.  iv,  4,  5„ 

What  is  here  meant  by  “  holy  ?” 

Did  the  first-born  continue  to  be  consecrated  to  the 
Lord,  or  were  they  exchanged  for  others  ? — See  Num, 
iii,  12. 

But  were  they  not  redeemed,  also,  in  another  way?— • 
Num.  xviii,  15,  16. 

In  which  way  was  our  Lord  redeemed  ? 

Why  was  this  offering  of  the  first-born  required  ? — Exod. 
kiii,  15. 

24.  What  offering  accompanied  this  presentation  ? 

Were  all  parents  to  offer  this  sacrifice  on  such  occasions  ? 
Lev.  xii,  6. 

Why,  think  you,  did  not  Mary  offer  the  sacrifice  appa¬ 
rently  preferred  ? — Lev.  xii,  8. 
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25.  Who  is  here  said  to  have  been  in  Jerusalem 
at  this  time  ? 

What  was  his  character? 

For  what  was  he  waiting  ? 

What  was  upon  him  ? 

What  is  meant  by  the  expression,  “  the  Holy  Ghost  wu 
upon  him  ?” 

What  is  it  to  be  “just  ?” 

What  to  be  “devout?” 

Who  is  meant  by  the  “  Consolation  of  Israel  ?” 

Had  Simeon  any  reason  to  expect  his  coming  about  this 
time  ? — Dan.  ix,  21-26. 

26.  What  had  been  revealed  to  him,  and  how  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  revealed  ?” 

What  of  the  declaration  “  he  should  not  see  death,”  etc.  ? 

27.  To  what  place  did  Simeon  now  come? 
Under  what  influence? 

Who  else  is  here  said  to  have  come  to  the  temple 
at  the  same  time  ? 

For  what  purpose  ? 

28.  What  then  occurred  ? 

29.  30.  What  is  Simeon  here  represented  as  say¬ 
ing? 

What  is  the  import  of  “  blessed”  God  ? 

What  is  here  meant  by  “  depart  ?” 

What  by  departing  “  in  peace  ?” 

What  did  Simeon  mean  by  saying,  “  according  to  thy 
word  ?” — See  verse  26. 

Who  have  a  peaceful  end? — Psalm  xxxvii,  37 
What  reason  does  Simeon  here  give  for  his  peti¬ 
tion  ? 

Why  is  Jesus  thus  called  ? 

How  did  Simeon  know  this  to  be  the  Christ  ? 

31.  Before  whom  was  this  salvation  prepared? 

Who  or  what  is  meant  by  the  term  salvation  ? 
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Who  are  invited  to  be  saved  ? — Isa.  xlv,  22. 

What  is  to  be  understood  by  “  prepared  before  the  face  ol 
all  people  ?” — Isa.  xxv,  6. 

32.  What  is  Christ  here  called  ? 

Whom  was  he  to  enlighten  ? 

What  was  he  to  be  unto  Israel  ? 

Who  are  the  Gentiles  ? 

How  does  Christ  enlighten  them? 

Have  all  yet  seen  the  light? 

By  what  means  is  it  spreading  ? 

How  may  ice  promote  its  spread  ? 

Is  it  your  duty  to  aid  in  this  ? 

331  Who  marveled  at  the  things  spoken  t 

Whose  mother  ? 

What  is  it  to  “  marvel  ?” 

34.  What  did  Simeon’  do  for  them  ? 

What  said  he  to  Mary  ? 

What  is  here  meant  by  the  word  “  set?” 

What  by  his  being  set  for  the  “  fall  and  rising  again  »f 
many  in  Israel?” 

[Ans.  Probably  that,  in  consequence  of  their  rejection  of 
him  as  the  long-promised  Messiah,  they  would  utterly 
“  fall”  under  the  power  of  the  Romans ;  and  that,  by 
ultimately  believing  on  him,  they  should  be  again  re 
stored  to  their  privileges  and  rank  as  a  nation,  and 
“rise”  to  an  unprecedented  degree  of  prosperity  and 
happiness.] 

Can  you  narrate  any  incidents  in  our  Lord’s  life  wherein 
he  was  as  a  “  sign”  spoken  against  ? 

Why  did  the  people  speak  against  Christ,  and  persecute 
him? 

35.  What  should  thus  be  discovered? 

Before  whom  are  all  hearts  open? — Jer.  xvii,  10. 

How  would  Mary  be  affected  ? 

When  was  this  prediction  more  especially  fii filled  ?— 
John  xix,  25. 

36.  Who  is  mentioned  in  this  verse  ? 
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What  is  said  of  Anna’s  age  ? 

37.  How  old  was  she  ? 

How  many  are  fourscore  and  four? 

Where  did  she  closely  attend  ? 

How  did  she  employ  herself? 

What  were  the  hours  of  public  prayer  ? — Acts  ii,  15  ;  iii,  L 
What  is  it  to  fast  ? 

Will  fasting  and  prayer  atone  for  sin? 

What  alone  can  cleanse  from  sin  ? 

Then  of  what  service  are  these  things  ? 

Anna  served  God  ;  how  should  we  serve  him  ? — 1  Chroo, 
xxviii,  9  ;  Rom.  xii,  1,  2. 

38.  Unto  what  place  did  she  come  ? — Yer.  27. 
What  did  she  do  ? 

How  did  Anna  know  who  this  was  ? 

For  what  did  she  give  thanks  ? 

Of  whom  did  she  speak? 


LESSON  Y II. 

Matt,  ii,  1-23. 

1.  Where  and  when  was  Jesus  born  ? 

How  far,  and  in  what  direction,  is  Bethlehem  from  Jeru¬ 
salem  ? — See  Appendix. 

By  what  other  name  is  this  place  called,  Gen.  xlvii,  7  ? 
Who  was  this  Herod? 

In  what  sense  was  he  great? 

What  is  it  to  be  great  in  the  sight  of  God  ? 

By  what  men  was  the  infant  Saviour  first  visited  ? — Luki» 
ii,  15,  1G. 

What  persons  are  here  named,  and  whence  came 
they  ? 

Who  are  these  wise  men  supposed  to  have  been? 

2.  What  was  their  inquiry? 

What  reason  did  they  give  for  this  inquiry  ? 

For  what  purpose  did  they  say  they  had  come  ? 
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What  kind  of  worship  is  here  meant? — See  Gen.  xlii,  6. 

3.  What  effect  did  this  inquiry  produce  ? 

Why  was  Herod  troubled? 

What  is  meant  by  all  Jerusalem  being  troubled? 

What,  probably,  were  the  feelings  of  the  people  ? 

[Some  suppose  that  the  people  were  troubled  on  account 
of  a  tradition  that  had  obtained  among  them,  that  at 
the  coming  of  the  Messiah  severe  afflictions — as  fam¬ 
ine,  earthquakes,  revolt,  etc.  —  would  come  upon 
them.  Others  think  that  this  was  rather  a  state  of 
great  anxiety  to  know  whether  or  not  this  was  the  long 
expected  deliverer.] 

4.  Whom  did  Herod  call  together? 

For  what  purpose  ? — See  also  Mai.  ii,  7. 

What  were  the  duties  of  the  priests? — [Chiefly  to  offer 
sacrifice  and  incense,  and  to  bless  the  people.  They 
were  generally  well  read  in  the  law  and  the  prophets, 
and  sometimes  acted  as  the  instructors  of  the  people. 
See  Horne’s  Introduction.] 

What  were  the  duties  of  the  scribes  ? 

5.  6.  What  answer  did  they  make  ? 

Where  is  this  prophecy  recorded  ? — Micah  v,  2.  [Read  it.] 

This  place  is  called  “Bethlehem  of  Judea,”  and  "Beth¬ 
lehem  Ephratah  was  there  any  other  Bethlehem  ? 

Where  ? — Josh,  xix,  10,  15.  [For  an  account  of  Bethle¬ 
hem  of  Judea,  see  Appendix.] 

Christ  is  here  called  a  “  ruler can  you  give  any  other 
prophecy  where  he  is  spoken  of  as  such  ? — Isa.  ix,  6,  7. 

The  margin  reads,  “ feed  my  people:”  what  is  the  duty 
of  a  ruler  toward  his  people  ? 

How  long  had  these  predictions  been  written  ? 

7.  What  did  Herod  then  do? 

What  question  did  he  put  to  them t 

What  does  “  privily”  mean  ? 

Why  did  he  call  them  privately  ? 

8.  Whither  did  he  send  them  1 
What  did  he  tell  them  to  do  i 

Vol.  I.— 3 
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What  reason  did  he  give  for  making  this  ro 
quest  ? 

Do  you  think  this  was  really  his  intention? — See  ver.  13. 

Why,  then,  did  he  enjoin  then  to  return  with  this  infor¬ 
mation  ? 

To  whom  are  all  thoughts  known  ? — Psa.  cxxxix,  2. 

9.  When  the  wise  men  had  heard  the  king,  what 
did  they  do? 

By  what  were  they  directed  ? 

How  far  did  it  guide  them  ? 

What  do  you  suppose  this  star  to  have  been  ? 

By  whom  was  it  directed  in  its  course  ? 

What  was  its  use  ? 

How  is  the  inquirer  after  Christ  now  directed  ? 

10.  When  the  wise  men  saw  where  the  star  stood, 
how  were  they  affected  ? 

Why  did  they  thus  rejoice  ? 

11.  When  they  had  come  into  the  house,  whom 
did  they  see? 

What  did  they  do  ? 

When  they  had  opened  their  treasures,  what  did 
they  offer  him  ? 

Was  it  the  custom  jn  the  East  to  make  presents  to  distin¬ 
guished  persons  when  introduced  to  them? — Genesis 
xliii,  11. 

Is  it  probable  that  the  “  worship  ”  of  the  wise  men  was 
that  religious  adoration  as  well  as  civil  respect  ? 

What  is  gold  ?  . 

What  is  frankincense  ? 

What  is  myrrh  ? 

The  wise  men  made  an  offering  to  Jesus  of  the  most 
valuable  productions  of  their  country :  what  offering 
ought  you  to  make  ?  " 

12.  What  is  it  here  said  God  warned  the  wise 
men  not  to  do  ? 

What  did  they  consequently  do  ? 
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Why,  think  you,  did  the  Lord  thus  “  warn”  these  men  1 

13.  What  took  place  when  they  were  gone? 

*  What  reason  did  the  angel  give  for  this  ? 

What  is  said  of  God’s  doings  in  Job  v,  12,  18? 

In  what  direction  is  Egypt  from  Bethlehem  ? 

What  is  the  distance  ? 

14.  What  effect  did  the  command  have  on 
Joseph? 

Why,  probably,  did  he  flee  by  night  ? 

15.  How  long  was  he  in  Egypt? 

What  prophecy  is  supposed  to  be  here  referred  to? — 
Hosea  xi,  1. 

To  what  does  this  declaration  primarily  allude  ? 

How,  probably,  were  the  expenses  of  the  holy  family  pro 
vided  for  during  this  time  ? — See  verse  11. 

16.  What  were  Herod’s  feelings  on  being  de¬ 
ceived  by  the  wise  men  ? 

Of  what  remarkable  cruelty  was  he  guilty  ? 

What  commandment  did  he  break  by  doing  this  ? — Exod. 
xx,  13. 

Why,  do  you  suppose,  did  he  fix  on  the  age  of  two  years 
and  under? 

Do  you  think  all  the  children  of  that  age  were  to  be  de¬ 
stroyed,  or  only  the  male  children  ? 

What  is  meant  by  the  “  coasts”  of  Bethlehem  ? 

What  remarkable  proof  have  we  here  of  God’s  providen¬ 
tial  care  ? 

What  may  we  learn  from  this  event  of  Herod’s  character  ? 

17.  What  was  thus  fulfilled? 

What  prophet  is  meant  by  “Jeremy?” 

18.  What  are  the  words  of  the  prophecy  ? 

Of  what  were  these  words  originally  spoken  ? — Jer. 
xxxi,  15. 

What  did  the  great  lament  in  Bethlehem,  occasioned  by 
Herod’s  cruelty,  resemble  ? 

Whose  wife  was  Rachel  ? 
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Where  was  she  buried? 

Where  was  Rama  ? — See  Appendix. 

Wherein  do  the  beauty  and  force  of  this  allusion  consist  ? 

19.  What  are  we  told  in  this  verse  ? 

20.  What  was  the  angel’s  message? 

Who  are  meant  by  “they” — “  they  are  dead?” 

What  death  befell  Herod  ? 

Did  he  continue  the  same  cruel  man  to  the  last  ? 

21.  What  did  Joseph  then  do  ? 

22.  In  what  province  of  the  Holy  Land  did  he 
take  up  his  abode  ? 

Why  ? 

Where  had  Joseph  and  Mary  resided  before  they  went  to 
Bethlehem  ? 

What  were  the  principal  divisions  of  the  Holy  Land  when 
Christ  was  on  earth  ? — See  Appendix. 

Under  whose  dominion  was  Galilee  ? 

Is  Herod  Antipas  supposed  to  have  been  more  mild  than 
his  brother  Archelaus? 

Can  you  give  any  particulars  relative  Archelaus  ? 

23.  In  what  city  did  Joseph  dwell  ? 

What  prediction  is  said  to  have  been  thus  ful¬ 
filled  ? 

Where  is  Nazareth  ? 

To  whom  does  the  pronoun  he  refer,  to  Jesus  or  Joseph? 
What  is  the  import  of  “  he  shall  he  called  a  Nazarene?” 


Luke  il,  40. 

What  does  Luke  say  of  Christ  in  chapter  li, 
verse  40  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  waxing  strong  in  spirit?” 

What  was  on  him  ? 

What  is  here  the  meaning  of  “  grace  ?” 

What  does  this  increase  in  bodily  and  intellectual  strength 
and  moral  excellence  prove  him  to  have  been  ? 
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LESSON  Y III. 

Luke  U,  41-52. 

41.  Where  is  it  here  said  the  parents  of  our  Lord 
went  every  year  ? 

At  what  time  ? 

By  what  people  was  this  feast  kept  ? 

At  whose  command  ? 

How  many  principal  feasts  did  God  command  the  Jews  to 
observe? — Exod.  xxiii,  14—17. 

Give  an  account  of  the  institution  of  this  feast. — See 
Exod.  xii,  2-14. 

Why  was  it  named  the  passover? — Exod.  xii,  27. 

By  what  other  name  was  this  feast  known? — Matt,  xxvi,  17. 
Why  was  it  so  called  ? 

How  long  did  it  last  ? 

Why  was  this  feast  kept  at  Jerusalem? — Deut.  xvi,  5,  6. 
Of  what  was  the  blood  of  the  lamb  typical  ? 

What  is  Christ  called,  1  Cor.  v,  7  ? 

Why  is  he  so  called? — Bom.  iii,  25. 

42.  Of  what  age  was  Jesus  when  first  taken  to 
Jerusalem  to  attend  the  feast  ? 

Is  it  probable  that  this  was  the  age  at  which  the  mala 
children  were  accustomed  to  attend  ? 

43.  What  took  place  when  they  had  kept  the 
feast  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  tarried?” 

44.  Where  did  his  parents  suppose  him  to  be  ? 
Ho*  far  had  they  gone  before  making  search  ? 
Among  whom  did  they  seek  him  ? 

How  did  they  travel  on  these  occasions? 

45.  Not  finding  him,  what  did  they  do  ? 

46.  How  long  was  it  before  they  found  him  ? 
Where  was  he  found  ? 
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What  was  he  doing  ? 

What  length  of  time  is  meant  by  the  phrase,  “  after  three 
days  ?” 

What  part  of  “  the  temple”  is  probably  meant  ? 

Who  were  the  “  doctors  ?” 

What,  probably,  is  meant  by  “  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the 
doctors  ?” 

How  do  you  account  for  Jesus  being  thus  engaged? 

How  ought  the  young  to  treat  older  persons? — Lev. 
xix,  32. 

47.  What  effect  had  his  questions  and  answers  ? 

Why  were  they  astonished  ? 

48.  How  were  his  parents  affected  when  they 
saw  him  ? 

At  what  were  they  thus  “  amazed  ?” 

What  question  did  his  mother  ask  him  ? 

Why  did  they  thus  “  sorrow  ?” 

49.  What  answer  did  Jesus  make  ? 

Whom  did  he  mean  by  his  “Father?” 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  wist  ye  not  ?” 

What  “  business”  did  Christ  come  into  the  world  to  ac¬ 
complish? — See  1  John  iii,  5,  8. 

[Some  commentators  suppose  that  the  latter  part  of  this 
verse  had  better  read,  “  Did  ye  not  know  that  I  ought 
to  be  at  my  Father’s,”  or  “  in  my  Father’s  house  ?” 
and  Christ  elsewhere  calls  the  temple  his  Father’s 
house.  See  John  ii,  16.] 

50.  What  declaration  is  here  made  ? 

What,  probably,  was  it  they  “  understood  not”  in  his  an¬ 
swer? 

Whfft  were  probably  the  reasons  of  Christ’s  conduct  in 
this  case  ? 

[Ans.  To  draw  the  attention  of  the  Jews  to  himself.] 

51.  Whither  did  Jesus  and  his  parents  then  go? 

How  did  his  mother  treat  these  incidents  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  kept  them  in  her  heart?” 

1 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  GOSPELS. 


39 


In  what  direction  is  Nazareth  from  Jerusalem  ? 

What  is  the  distance  between  the  two  places  ? 

What  is  meant  by  Christ  being  “  subject”  to  his  parents? 
What  is  your  duty  in  this  respect  ? — Exod.  n,  12 ;  Eph. 
vi,  1-3. 

52.  What  is  further  said  of  Jesus  ? 

What  is  it  to  “  increase  7” 

What  is  meant  by  “  growing  in  wisdom  T' 

What  by  “  in  stature  7" 

What  does  this  prove  Jesus  to  have  been  ? 

May  we  grow  “  in  favor  with  God  and  man  ?” 

How? 


LESSON  IX.— Part  L 

Luke  iil,  1-3. 

I  What  monarch  is  mentioned  in  the  first  part 
of  this  verse  ? 

Over  what  empire  did  he  reign  ? 

In  what  year  of  his  reign  does  this  lesson  open  ! 

Who  was  governor  of  Judea  at  this  time  ? 

Who  was  tetrarch  of  Galilee  ? 

Which  Herod  was  this  ? 

What  is  a  tetrarch  ? 

What  had  become  of  Archelaus,  mentioned  in  Matthew 
ii,  22,  as  reigning  over  Judea? 

How  long  had  Pilate  been  procurator,  or  governor,  at  this 
time  ? 

Who  ruled  the  other  parts  of  Palestine  ? 

Where  were  Iturea  and  Trachouitis  situated  ? — See  App. 

Where  was  Abilene? — See  Appendix. 

2.  Who  were  Jewish  high  priests  at  this  time  ? 

[Note. — Mr.  Wesley  and  Dr.  Clarke  suppose  that  Annas 
or  Ananias  alone  was  high  priest,  and  that  Caiaphas 
was  his  deputy.] 

What  came  at  this  time  unto  John  ? 
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What  John  was  this  ? 

In  what  place  was  he  ? 

What  is  here  meant  by  the  wilderness ? 

What  do  you  understand  by  “  the  word  of  the  Lord  ?” 

For  what  purpose  did  this  influence  come  upon  him? 

3.  In  what  parts  did  John  preach  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  remission  ?” 

Matt,  iii,  2-10. 

2.  What  was  the  object  of  John’s  preaching? 

How  was  it  enforced  ? 

What  is  repentance? — Psa.  xl,  12  ;  2  Cor.  vii,  9;  Psa. 
li,  3  ;  cxix,  10-1 ;  Jer.  xviii,  8,  9. 

Of  whom  is  repentance  required? — Acts  iii,  19  ;  xvii,  30. 

Does  repentance  atone  for  sin  ? — [No.  The  blood  of 
Christ  alone  atones  for  sin,  and  we  are  saved  through 
faith  in  that  blood.  Col.  i,  14.] 

Then  of  what  avail  is  repentance? — [Ans.  It  is  an  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  our  sin,  and  a  deprecation  of  God’s 
wrath,  and  disposes  the  soul  earnestly  to  seek,  and 
thankfully  to  receive,  the  pardon  of  sin.] 

What  is  here  meant  by  “  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?” 

What  by  its  being  at  hand  ? 

What  do  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  enjoy? — Romans 
xvi,  17. 

3.  What  prophet  had  foretold  John’s  mission  ? — 
Isa.  xi,  3. 

How  long  before  ? 

What  is  here  said  to  have  been  the  design  of 
John’s  ministry  ? 

Haw  was  he  to  do  this  ? 

4.  Of  what  did  his  dress  consist? 

What  was  the  clothing  of  the  prophet  Elijah  ? — See 
2  Kings  i,  8. 

What  is  said  of  the  appearance  of  the  false  prophets 
in  Zech.  xiii,  4  ? 

What  kind  of  food  did  he  use? 
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What  Jo  you  understand  by  this,  the  animal  ot  tha 
vegetable  locust  ? 

past  n. 

5.  Who  are  here  said  to  have  gone  out  to  John  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  Jerusalem,  Judea,”  etc.  ? 

.For  what  purpose  did  they  go  ? 

6.  What  did  they  receive  ? 

Where  were  they  baptized  ? 

What  did  they  confess  ? 

What  is  it  to  “  confess  sin  ?” 

What  is  sin? — 1  John  iii,  4. 

Have  all  men  sinned  ? — Romans  iii,  23  ;  v,  12. 

What  is  said  of  confessing  and  forsaking  sin  in  Proverbs 
xxviii,  13  ? 

To  whom  must  we  make  “  confession  of  sin?” 

How  may  we  be  delivered  from  the  dominion  and  punish¬ 
ment  of  sin  ? — Acts  xiii,  38,  39  ;  Eph.  i,  7  ;  Rom. 
vi,  11-14. 

What  is  the  course  of  the  Jordan  ? 

What  is  its  length  and  what  its  breadth  ? 

What  interesting  incidents  can  you  mention  connected 
with  this  river? 

Into  what  sea  does  it  empty? 

7.  Who  are  here  mentioned  as  coming  to  John’s 
baptism  ? 

What  were  these  “  Pharisees  ”  and  “  Sadducees and 
what  their  tenets  ? 

How  did  the  Baptist  address  them  ? 

What  are  vipers  ? 

Why  did  John  compare  the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees  to 
vipers  ? 

What  is  “  the  wrath  to  come?” — 1  Thess.  i,  10 ;  2  Thess. 
i,  9.  [Clarke  supposes  the  destruction  of  the  Jewish 
nation  to  be  intended.  See  1  Thess.  ii,  16.] 

8.  What  evidence  did  he  require  of  their  repent¬ 
ance  ? 

What  is  “ repentance ?” 
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What  is  here  meant  by  “  meet  ?” 

9.  What  caution  did  he  give  them  ? 

What  assertion  did  he  then  make? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  phrase  ? 

Why  did  they  boast  of  being  sprung  from  Abraham  ? 

Who  are  the  true  children  of  Abraham  ? — See  Gal.  iii,  29. 

Will  the  piety  of  the  parent  secure  the  salvation  of  the 
child? — Ezek.  xviii,  4,  20. 

10.  How  did  John  enforce  his  exhortation  ? 

From  what  is  this  figure  borrowed  ? 

What  does  it  import? 

What  kind  of  fruit  is  produced  by  the  unconverted  man? 
See  Isa.  v,  4 ;  Mark  vii,  21-23  ;  Gal.  v,  21. 

To  what  is  the  final  punishment  of  the  wicked  compared 
in  Matt,  nv,  41  ? 

Did  John  baptize  those  persons  ? 

[Note. — It  is  probable  that  the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees 
were  offended  at  the  plain,  blunt  manner  in  which  the 
Baptist  reproved  them,  and  did  not  receive  baptism  at 
his  hand. — Compare  Luke  vii,  29, 30, with  Matt,  xxi,  25.] 

Luke  iii,  10-18. 

10.  What  did  the  common  people  inquire  of 
John  ? 

What  was  his  answer  ? 

What  does  this  injunction  teach  ? 

12.  Who  then  came  to  be  baptized? 

Who  were  they? 

What  was  their  in  qu'ry  ? 

Ought  we  not  severally  to  copy  their  example  in  this, 
and  each  to  inquire,  “  Lord,  what  wouldst  thou  have 
me  to  do  ?” 

13.  What  answer  was  given  them  ? 

By  whom  were  the  taxes  appointed  ? 

Have  we  reason  to  suppose  that  the  tax  collectors  ever 
exacted  more  than  their  just  due  ? 
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What  did  they  do  with  the  surplus? 

14.  Who  are  next  spoken  of  as  coming? 

What  was  John’s  direction  to  them  ? 

Whose  soldiers  were  these  ? 

May  we  not  suppose  that  these  several  classes  were  sincere 
in  their  inquiries  ? 

Are  not  charity,  justice,  and  the  putting  away  of  all  evil, 
required  of  penitent  sinners  now  ? 

15.  Of  what  were  the  people  in  suspense? 

What  is  here  meant  by  “  mused  fn  their  hearts  ?” 

16.  With  what  did  John  baptize? 

What  is  his  baptism  called  in  Acts  xix,  4  ? 

With  what  was  Christ  to  baptize? 

What  do  you  understand  by  this  ? — Tit.  iii,  v,  6. 

When  and  how  did  Christ  baptize  with  his  baptism? — 
John  vii,  39  ;  Acts  i,  5 ;  ii,  1,  2. 

Is  the  baptism  or  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  still  con¬ 
tinued  to  all  true  members  of  Christ’s  Church  ? 

Have  you  received  this  baptism  ? 

In  what  respect  did  Christ  “come  after”  John? 

17.  To  what  is  Christ  compared,  and  what  will 
he  do  ?  S. 

What  is  intended  to  be  taught  by  these  figures  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  unquenchable  ?” 

18.  Was  this  the  whole  of  his  preaching? 


Matt,  iii,  13-17. 

13.  Who  is  here  mentioned  as  coming  to  John! 
Whence  did  he  come  ? 

For  what  purpose  did  he  come  ? 

14.  How  did  John  receive  him  ? 

What  is  the  import  of  John’s  words,  “I  have  need  to  b# 
baptized  of  thee  ?” 

15.  What  reply  did  Christ  make? 

Did  John  yield  to  this  argument  ? 
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What  is  the  import  of  Christ’s  answer  ? 

What  may  we  learn  from  this  incident  as  to  the  observe 
ance  of  the  outward  ceremonies  of  religion? 

16.  What  took  place  after  the  baptism  of  Jesus! 

Do  you  think  the  Spirit  descended  in  the  bodily  shape  of 

a  dove,  or  only  with  a  tremulous  motion  similar  to  that 
of  a  dove? 

1 7.  What  other  remarkable  circumstance  is 
named  ? 


LESSON  X. 

Matt,  iv,  1-1 X. 

1.  Where  was  Jesus  led  after  his  baptism  ? 

By  whom  was  he  led  ? 

What  wilderness  do  you  suppose  this  to  he? 

Who  is  meant  by  the  Spirit? — Chap,  iii,  16. 

For  what  purpose  was  Jesus  led  into  the  wilder¬ 
ness  ? 

What  is  it  to  tempt? 

Who  is  the  devil  ?  /> 

Why  was  Christ  tempted? — Heb.  ii,  17,  18. 

2.  What  is  here  said  of  Christ  ? 

What  is  it  to  fast? 

Do  the  Scriptures  inform  us  of  any  other  persons  who 
fasted  thus  long? — Exod.  xxxiv,  28  ;  1  Kings  xix,  8. 

Is  fasting  enjoined  in  the  Bible  ? — See  Joel  ii,  12  ;  Matt, 
xvii,  20,  21. 

Of  what  is  it  a  token  ? — Jonah  iii,  5  ;  Ezra  viii,  23. 

What  is  its  benefit? 

3.  What  is  the  first  temptation  mentioned  here? 
Why,  think  you,  was  this  form  of  temptation  adopted? 
Would' it  have  been  improper  for  Christ  to  have  put  forth 

his  power,  and  to  have  converted  the  stones  into  bread? 
and  if  -so,  why  ?  if  not,  why  ? 

4.  How  did  our  Lord  repel  the  tempter  ? 
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Whence  is  this  quoted  ? — Deut.  viii,  3. 

What  does  the  passage  teach  us? 

Ans.  That  man  “  can  live  by  whatsoever  God  shall  appoint 
for  the  preservation  of  his  life.” — Doddridge. 

5.  What  facts  are  stated  in  this  verse  ? 

What  place  is  meant  by  the  “  holy  city  ?” — Isa  lii,  1. 

Why  is  it  so  called? 

What  was  the  temple? 

What  part  of  it  is  meant  by  the  pinnacle  ? 

What  was  its  height? — Probably  about  700  feet. 

6.  What  temptation  did  Satan  then  present  ? 
How  did  he  strengthen  this  temptation  ? 

Whence  is  this  quotation  made? — Psa.  xci,  11,  12. 

Why  did  Satan  thus  strengthen  his  suggestion? 

Is  a  person  warranted  in  expecting  God’s  protection  if  he 
be  not  careful  to  walk  in  all  hie  ways  ? 

What  is  said  of  angels,  Heb.  i,  14  ? 

7.  How  did  Jesus  repel  this  second  temptation  ? 

Whence  is  this  passage  taken? — Deut.  vi,  16. 

What  is  meant  here  by  “  tempting”  God  ? 

How  is  this  quotation  designed  to  apply — that  Satan 
should  not  tempt  his  Lord,  Christ,  'or  that  the  Christ 
should  not  tempt  God? 

8.  Where  did  Satan  then  conduct  Jesus  ? 

What  did  he  show  him  ? 

In  what  sense  is  the  phrase,  “  the  world,”  sometimes  used 
in  the  sacred  writings? — Luke  ii,  1 ;  John  xii,  19. 

Should  it  be  understood  in  a  restricted  sense  in  this  place  ? 

How  are  we  to  understand  the  words  “  ehawed  him  all  the 
kingdoms,”  etc.  ? 

Note.  The  verb  to  show  does  not  always  signify  to  ex  • 
hibit  to  the  sight ;  but  also  to  describe  and  make  known 
in  any  mode. —  Watson. 

9.  What  did  Satan  then  proffer  ? 

What  worship,  think  you,  did  he  desire  Christ  to  render? 

What  may  we  suppose  to  have  been  his  object  in  these 
temptations? 

10.  What  reply  did  Jesus  make? 

i 
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What  reason  did  Jesus  give  for  rejecting  his  pro* 
posal  ? 

Whence  did  Christ  make  this  quotation? — Deut.  x,  20. 

What  is  implied  in  “  worshiping”  God  ? 

What  in  “  serving”  him  ? 

With  what  disposition  must  we  worship  him  ? — J ohn  iv,  24, 

Are  you  hound  to  worship  and  serve  God  supremely  ? 

11.  What  was  the  result  of  this  temptation? 

What  may  we  learn  from  Christ’s  example  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  ? — James  iv,  7. 

What  weapon  should  we  use  in  such  conflicts? — Eph. 
vi,  17. 

Will  God  suffer  his  children  to  he  tempted  beyond  their 
strength  ? — 1  Cor.  x,  13. 

What  promise  is  made  to  such  as  endure  temptation  ?— 
James  i,  12. 

Is  there  not  a  benefit  in  trial  ? 

In  what  respect? 

Angels  ministered  to  Jesus — what  is  the  meaning  of 
minister  ? 


LESSON  XI. 

John  i,  19-51. 

19.  What  statement  is  here  made  ? 

What  is  here  the  meaning  of  “  record  ?” 

What  body  is  probably  meant  here  by  “  the  Jews  ?” — Ans. 
The  Sanhedrim,  or  great  council  of  the  nation. 

20.  What  was  John’s  reply? 

21.  What  question  did  they  then  put? 

What  did  he  answer  ? 

Whom  did  they  mean  by  Elias  ? 

What  does  our  Lord  say  of  John  in  Matt,  xi,  14  ? 

How  do  you  reconcile  this  seeming  contradiction? 

[Note. — The  Jews  are  said  to  have  understood  Mai.  iv,  5, 
literally;  Christ  spoke  of  one  of  the.  same  spirit  or 
character  as  Elias.] 
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What  did  they  next  inquire  ? 

What  was  his  answer? 

Whom  did  they  intend  hy  “  that  prophet  ?” 

TNote. — Some  suppose  Jeremiah,  of  whom  the  Jews  had 
a  tradition  that  he  would  return  to  life.] 

Who  was  really  meant  by  Moses  in  Deut.  xviii,  15,  18  ?— 
See  Acts  iii,  22. 

22.  What  did  they  then  say  to  him  ? 

23.  What  account  did  John  give  of  himself? 

Where  is  the  original  passage  recorded  ? — Isa.  xl,  3-5. 

What  is  the  sense  of  this  reply  ? 

24.  Of  what  sect  were  the  messengers  ? 

Can  you  give  any  account  of  this  sect? 

25.  What  did  they  further  ask  of  him  ? 

What  may  we  gather  from  this  question  as  to  their  view 
of  John’s  baptism? 

26.  27.  How  did  he  answer  them? 

To  whom  did  he  refer  by  “  One  whom  ye  know  not,”  etc.  ? 

What  did  John  intend  by  saying  that  Christ  was  “pre¬ 
ferred  before ”  him? 

How  is  John’s  answer  to  be  taken  as  a  reply  to  the  ques 
tion  put  hy  the  Pharisees  ? 

28.  Where  did  this  take  place? 

[Note. — Clarke  supposes  this  should  be  Bethany,  in  the 
tribe  of  Reuben,  beyond  Jordan.] 

How  was  J ohn  employed  ? 

What  is  meant  hy  “  beyond  Jordan  ?” 

jThe  Eastern  people,  in  speaking  of  the  four  quarters  of 
the  world,  always  imagined  themselves  facing  the  east ; 
the  phrase,  “  beyond  Jordan,”  would  consequently  mean 
east  of  Jordan.] 

29.  What  took  place  the  next  day  ? 

Why  is  Jesus  called  “the  Lamb  of  God?” 

Why  were  bleody  sacrifices  appointed? — Compare  Lev.  i,  4 
with  Exod.  xxx,  12-16. 

Did  the  blood  of  animals  take  away  sin? — Heb. x,  4 
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Of  what  was  it  an  emblem? — Heb.  ix,  13,  14. 

How  does  Christ  take  away  sin  ? — Heb.  ix,  26,  28  ;  Eph. 
i,  7  ;  Col.  i,  14. 

Is  this  the  only  way  in  which  God  will  pardon  sin  ? 
Whose  sins  did  Christ  come  to  take  away  ? — See  verse  29. 
On  what  condition  may  your  sins  he  forgiven? 

30.  What  does  John  here  say  respecting  Christ! 

31.  Was  Christ,  do  you  think,  personally  known 
to  John? 

What  does  John  say  of  the  design  of  his  own 
ministry  ? 

What  is  it  to  make  manifest? 

Who  are  meant  by  Israel  ? 

32.  What  further  testimony  does  he  bear? 

What  is  it  to  “  abide  ?” 

33.  Who  sent  John  to  baptize  ? 

How  did  John  know  Christ? 

34.  Who  does  he  say  Jesus  is? 

STou  have  heard  John’s  testimony — how  ought  you  to  re¬ 
ceive  it? 

If  you  reject  it,  do  you  not  cast  contempt  on  God? — 
1  John  v,  10. 

What  is  the  consequence  to  ourselves  of  believing  or  re¬ 
jecting  this  record? — 1  John  v,  12. 

35.  What  took  place  on  the  following  day  ? 

What  is  a  “  disciple?” 

36.  On  whom  did  he  look? 

What  did  he  say  ? 

Why  did  he  call  the  attention  of  his  disciples  to  Christ  t 

37.  What  did  the  disciples  do  ? 

38.  What  did  Jesus  do  and  say  ? 

How  did  they  answer  him  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “Rabbi?” 

What  of  “  interpreted  ?” 

39.  What  reply  did  he  make  ! 
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Did  they  accept  his  invitation  ? 

How  long  did  they  remain  with  him  ? 

What  time  of  day  was  it? 

How  did  the  Jews  divide  their  time? — See  Chap,  xi,  9. 

What  o’clock  was  their  tenth  hour? 

4(X  Who  is  mentioned  as  one  of  these  disciples? 

Who,  probably,  was  the  other? — Compare  John  xiii,  23, 
with  xxi,  20,  24. 

'41.  Whom  did  Andrew  seek  ? 

What  did  he  say  when  he  had  found  him  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  words  Christ  and  Messias  ? 

Why  is  Jesus  called  the  anointed  ? 

Did  Andrew  use  the  phrase,  “  which  is,  being  interpreted, 
the  Christ,”  or  was  it  added  by  the  evangelist  as  an 
explanation  ? 

42.  To  whom  did  Andrew  bring  Simon  ? 

For  what  purpose  ? 

What  did  Jesus  say  to  him  ? 

How  do  you  account  for  Christ’s  calling  Simon  by  name 
without  having  any  previous  knowledge  of  him? 

You  have  here  another  instance  of  St.  John’s  using  ex¬ 
planatory  words;  what  good  reason  may  be  assigned 
for  this  ? 

[Ans.  John  “  wrote  his  gospel  in  Greek,  and  in  a  Grecian 
city  of  Asia  Minor,  [Ephesus,]  and  therefore  was  the 
more  careful  to  translate  into  Greek  the  Hebrew, 
Chaldee,  or  Syriac  names,  given  for  a  special  purpose 
whereof  they  were  expressive.  The  sacred  writer  had 
a  twofold  view  in  it :  1.  To  explain  the  import  of  the 
name  ;  2.  To  prevent  his  readers  mistaking  the  persons 
spoken  of.  They  all  knew  who,  as  well  as  what,  was 
meant  by  Xp(fOf,  ‘  Christ,’  but  not  by  the  Hebrew  word 
Messiah.  In  like  manner  they  knew  who  was  called 
Peter,  but  might  very  readily  have  mistaken  Cephas  for 
some  other  person.” — Campbell,  as  quoted  by  Benson. ] 

What  disposition  or  desire  does  the  gospel  produce  in  our 
heart  toward  others  ? 

V OL.  I. - 4  • 
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When  we  ourselves  are  reconciled  to  God,  should  we  not 
endeavor  to  lead  others  to  Christ? 

In  whom  should  we  more  particularly  interest  ourselves  ? 

By  what  name  was  Simon  generally  called  after  this  ? 

Where  did  all  these  transactions  take  place  ? — See  ver.  28 

43.  Where  did  Jesus  determine  to  go  on  the 
next  day  ? 

With  whom  did  he  meet  ? 

What  did  he  say  to  him  ? 

Where  is  Galilee  ? 

Philip  was  called  to  follow  Christ ;  how  may  we  follow  him  ? 

44.  To  what  city  did  Philip,  Andrew,  and  Peter 
belong  ? 

Where  is  it  ? 

Can  you  give  an  account  of  it  ? — See  Appendix. 

45.  Whom  did  Philip  find  ? 

How  did  Philip  address  him? 

What  had  Moses  written  about  Christ  ? — Gen.  iii,  15 ; 
xxii,  18;  xlix,  10;  Deut.  xviii,  18. 

Recite  some  of  the  passages  wherein  the  prophets  refer 
to  Christ. — Psa.  xvi,  9,  10,  22  ;  Isa.  vii,  14 ;  ix,  6,  7  ; 
xi,  1-5;  liii,  1,  etc.;  Jer.  xxiii,  5;  xxxiii,  15,  1G; 
Ezek.  xxxiv,  23 ;  Dan.  ix,  25,  26  ;  Mic.  v,  2 ;  Zech. 
vi,  12 ;  ix,  9,  etc. 

Does  Christ  himself  ever  appeal  to  Moses  in  evidence  oi 
the  truth  of  his  mission? — John  v,  46. 

Why  was  he  called  “  Jesus  of  Nazareth?” 

By  what  other  name  is  Nathaniel  supposed  to  have  been 
called  ? — Compare  Johtf  xxi,  2,  with  Acts  i,  13. 

46.  What  did  Nathaniel  ask  ? 

Why  did  he  ask  this  question  ? 

What  answer  did  Philip  make? 

Is  it  not  the  duty  of  all  carefully  to  examine  into  the 
evidence  of  Christ’s  mission  ? 

47.  What  did  Jesus  say  of  Nathaniel  when  he 
saw  him  coming  ? 
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Why  did  he  call  him  an  Israelite  indeed  ? 

What  is  guile  ? 

How  did  Christ  know  there  was  no  guile  in  Nathaniel  ? 
Are  all  who  are  called  Christians  truly  so  ? 

How  may  we  judge  of  the  sincerity  of  men’s  professions! 
— Matt,  vii,  15,  16;  Rom.  viii,  9. 

48.  "What  did  Nathaniel  say  to  Jesus? 

What  answer  was  given  ? 

Did  not  Nathaniel  suppose  himself  to  be  unnoticed  by 
all  excepting  God? 

49.  How  did  he  address  Jesus  ? 

How  was  he  convinced  of  this  ? 

50.  "What  encouragement  does  Jesus  give  him? 

51.  What  does  Christ  then  say? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  verily  ?” 

Whose  ministers  are  angels  ? 

Why  are  they  represented  as  waiting  on  the  Son  of  man  ? 
Has  not  the  publication  of  the  Gospel  greatly  increased 
our  knowledge  of  heavenly  things  ? 


LESSON  XII. 

John  ii,  1-35. 

Where  did  the  events  of  the  last  lesson  take  place  ? 
What  messengers  came  to  John  ? 

What  was  their  inquiry? 

How  did  he  answer  them? 

What  took  place  the  day  following? 

Why  is  Jesus  called  the  Lamb  of  God? 

1.  Where  is  the  scene  of  the  present  lesson  ? 

Where  was  Cana? 

Can  you  give  any  account  of  this  plac«  ? — See  Appendix. 

On  what  day  does  the  lesson  open  ? 

The  third  day  after  what? 

[Note. — Probably  the  third  after  his  arrival  in  Galilee 
or,  the  third  after  his  conversation  with  Nathaniel.] 
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What  took  place  on  this  third  day  ? 

Who  was  there? 

2.  Who  else  are  named  as  being  invited  ? 

What  disciples  were  with  him  at  this  time  ? — Chapter  i, 
40-45. 

Can  you  give  an  account  of  the  ceremonies  attending 
weddings  among  the  Jews? — See  Appendix. 

3.  What  fact  is  here  mentioned  ? 

4.  How  did  Jesus  notice  this  ? 

Do  you  suppose  that  she  wished  Jesus  to  make  himself 
known  as  the  Messiah  ? 

What  did  he  mean  by  “  mine  hour  is  not  yet  come  ?’’ 

5.  What  direction  did  his  mother  give  to  the 
servants  ? 

Does  she  still  appear  to  have  been  in  expectation  of  his 
working  a  miracle  ? 

6.  What  were  placed  there? 

What  is  meant  by  “  after  the  manner  of  the  purifying, ’’etc.? 

Did  they  wash  frequently  ? — Mark  vii,  3. 

[Note. — The  proper  measure  of  the  word  rendered  “  fir¬ 
kin”  is  unfortunately  not  known.  Dr.  Campbell  ren¬ 
ders  the  word  “  bath,”  because  it  is  so  translated  in 
2  Chron.  iv,  5.  But  whatever  the  quantity  of  water 
contained  in  these  water-pots  might  be,  there  is  no 
proof  that  our  Lord  turned  the  whole  of  it  into  wine, 
or  that  he  turned  into  wine  any  of  it,  otherwise  than  as 
it  was  drawn  out. — Benson.'] 

1.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  the  servants? 

Did  they  obey  him  ? 

8.  What  other  direction  did  he  give  ? 

Who  is  meant  by  the  “  governor  of  the  feast?” 

9,  10.  What  is  here  said? 

Why  did  the  “  governor”  call  the  “  bridegroom  ?” 

What  is  meant  by  “  when  men  have  well  drunk  ?’• 

What  evidence  is  here  given  that  the  water  was  changed 
into  real  wine  ? 
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11.  Wliat  is  this  act  of  Christ’s  called  ? 

What  effect  had  it  on  his  disciples  ? 

What  is  a  miracle  ? 

What  difference  is  observable  in  the  manner  of  working 
miracles  between  Christ  and  the  prophets  and  apostles  1 

12.  Whither  did  Jesus  and  his  friends  then  go  ? 

Where  is  Capernaum? 

Can  yon  give  any  account  of  it  ? — See  Appendii. 

How  long  did  they  remain  there  ? 

13.  What  feast  of  the  Jews  was  at  hand  ? 

What  became  of  J esus  ? 

Why  was  the  passover  observed? — Ezod.  xii,  12—14. 

By  whom  was  this  feast  instituted? 

With  what  ceremonies  was  it  kept? 

By  whom  was  it  attended  ? — Deut.  xvi,  16. 

'  How  could  so  large  a  company  be  accommodated  ? 

By  what  other  name  was  it  called? — Exod.  xxiii,  15; 

Mark  xiv,  1 ;  Acts  xii,  3. 

On  what  day  was  the  lamb  killed  ? — Exod.  xii,  C. 

In  what  particular  cases  might  the  time  for  observing  this 
rite  be  changed? — Num.  ix,  9-14. 

14.  Whom  did  Jesus  find  in  the  court  of  the 
temple  ? 

Why  were  they  there  ? 

Was  it  right  to  sell  such  things  in  that  place  ? 

Why  not? 

15.  What  did  Jesus  make? 

What  use  did  he  make  of  it  ? 

What  is  a  scourge  ? 

[Note. — This  scourge  was  probably  made  of  rushes,  which 
he  found  strewed  on  the  ground.] 

16.  What  did  he  say  ? 

Whom  did  he  mean  by  his  Father? 

What  is  a  house  of  merchandise  ? 

How  ought  we  to  regard  God’s  house  ? 

Whose  presence  is  always  there? — Hab.  ii,  20. 
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17.  What  did  the  disciples  remember? 

Where  is  that  written  ? — Psa.  lxix,  9. 

What  is  its  meaning  ? 

[Zeal  signifies  any  wartn  emotion  or  affection.  “  The 
zeal  of  thy  house,”  etc.,  my  earnest  desire  to  have  all 
things  duly  ordered  about  thy  worship,  and  my  indig¬ 
nation  at  all  abuses  in  it,  have  wasted  my  vital  spirits. 
—  Watson .] 

18.  What  question  did  the  Jews  ask  ? 

What  did  they  mean  by  this? — See  John  vi,  30,  31. 

What  authority  had  he  ? 

1 9.  What  sign  did  Jesus  give  them  ? 

20.  Wbat  did  the  Jews  say  to  this? 

[Note. — Dr.  Lightfoot  computes  that  from  the  founding 
of  the  second  temple  to  the  complete  settlement  of  its 
service,  there  were  just  forty-six  years. — Benson .] 

21.  Of  what  did  he  speak? 

When  was  this  fulfilled  ? 

22.  When  he  was  risen  from  the  dead,  what  did 
the  disciples  remember  ? 

What  did  they  believe  ? 

What  is  here  the  meaning  of  this  phrase  ? 

[Ans.  Dr.  Campbell  translates  the  clause,  “  they  under¬ 
stood  the  Scripture  and  the  word,”  etc.,  belief  implying 
rightly  to  apprehend.  For  a  similar  use  of  the  verb  see 
chap,  iii,  12.] 

23.  What  occurred  on  the  feast  day  ? 

By  what  did  he  attest  the  truth  of  his  mission  ? 

24.  25.  What  is  here  said  of  Jesus  ? 

What  is  here  meant  by  “  commit  ?” — Ans.  Trust. 

What  proof  have  we  'n  this  of  his  divinity? 
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John  iii,  1-13. 

What  subjects  were  considered  in  the  last  lesson  ? 

Who  were  present  at  the  marriage  ? 

What  remarkable  work  did  Christ  do  ? 

What  was  its  effect  on  his  disciples  ? 

What  Jewish  feast  is  afterward  noticed  ? 

Where  was  it  celebrated '? 

How  did  Jesus  distinguish  himself  at  this  feast? 

What  prophetic  declaration  did  he  make  ? 

What  are  the  contents  of  the  present  lesson  ? 

Where  did  these  transactions  take  place  ? 

1 .  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  here  spoken  of! 
To  what  sect  did  he  belong  ? 

What  was  his  station  ? 

•What  is  here  meant  by  “ruler?” — John  vii,  50. 

What  was  the  general  character  of  the  Pharisees  ? 

Would  you  judge  Nicodemus  to  have  been  of  the  same 
spirit  ? 

2.  Whom  is  Nicodemus  here  said  to  have  visited  ? 
What  opinion  did  he  give  respecting  Jesus  ? 
What  reason  did  he  give  for  this  belief? 

What  do  you  suppose  his  motive  to  have  been  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  Rabbi? 

Whom  did  he  probably  mean  by  “  we  ?” 

What  may  we  understand  by  “  come  from  God  ?” 

What  is  a  miracle  ? 

What  miracles  had  Jesus  wrought  at  this  time? — John 
ii,  11,  23. 

Did  Christ  appeal  to  his  miracles  as  proofs  jf  his  divine 
mission? — Matt,  xi,  3-5;  John  x,  35,  37,  38. 

What  is  meant  by  “  except  God  be  with  him  ?” 

From  whom  alone  can  the  ability  to  work  miracles  proceed  ? 

3.  How  did  Jesus  answer  Nicodemus? 

i 
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Will  belief  of  the  truth,  without  corresponding  practice, 
save  the  soul  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  verily?” 

What  is  it  to  he  born  again  ? — Ver.  8,  and  1  Peter  i,  23. 

What  is  meant  by  “  see  the  kingdom  of  God  ?” — Compare 
Matt,  v,  8,  with  John  iii,  5. 

Why  cannot  an  unconverted  man  enjoy  this  kingdom  ? — 
Romans  viii,  7. 

IIow  may  a  man  know  whether  he  is  a  subject  of  this 
grace  ? — Rom.  viii,  11-16. 

How  may  he  satisfy  others  of  this  fact  ? — Compare  Gah 
v,  19,  22. 

By  what  agent  is  this  change  effected? — 1  Peter  i,  23. 

4.  Was  the  nature  of  this  birth  understood  by 
Nicodemus  ? 

5.  What  further  instruction  did  Jesus  give? 

Who  is  the  Spirit? 

What  is  meant  by  being  horn  of  water? 

What  of  “  the  Spirit?” 

Of  what  is  the  baptism  of  water  an  emblem  ? — Tit.  iii,  5. 

6.  What  reply  does  Jesus  here  make  to  the  ob¬ 
jection  of  Nicodemus  contained  in  verse  4  ? 

What  is  the  doctrine  taught? 

What  is  said  of  the  natural  and  renewed  man  in  Romans 
viii,  5-8. 

Is  there  not,  then,  a  marked  difference  between  the  two 
characters  ? 

'7.  What  does  Jesus  say  in  this  verse? 

How  does  Nicodemus  appear  to  have  received  this  doc¬ 
trine  ? 

But  ought  he  to  have  been  astonished  ?  was  it  a  new  doc¬ 
trine? — Psa.  li,  2,  10  ;  Ezek.  xxxvi,  25-27. 

8.  What  illustration  does  our  Saviour  use  ? 

For  what  purpose? 

Is  the  wind  or  air  visible  ? 

Then  how  do  you  know  that  it  exists  ? 

How  may  you  determine  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  1 
—Matt,  vii,  16-20;  Gal.  v,  22,  23. 
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What  is  the  meaning  of  listeth  ? 

9.  What  reply  did  Nicodemus  make? 

Why  did  he  not  understand  ? — 1  Cor.  ii,  14. 

Are  not  men  frequently  in  ignorance  or  doubt  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  new  birth,  when  they  might  hare  been 
satisfied  of  its  necessity  ? 

Will  the  plea  of  ignorance  excuse  them  ? 

10.  How  does  the  Saviour  answer  Nicodemus  ? 

What  is  here  meant  by  “  master  ?” 

Is  it  a  reproach  to  an  instructor  to  be  ignorant  of  things 
he  might  have  known  ? — Heb.  v,  12. 

How  may  we  become  wise  in  spiritual  knowledge  ? — John 
v,  39  ;  James  i,  5. 

11.  What  does  Jesus  say  of  his  own  teachings? 

Is  not  this  declaration  a  rebuke  to  the  Jewish  teachers  ? 

Who  are  meant  by  “  we  ?” 

What  is  it  to  “  testify  ?” 

What  things  had  been  taught  by  Christ  and  his  followers 
at  this  time  ?--Matt.  iii,  2  ;  Luke  iii,  1G  ;  John  i,  29  ; 
ii,  18-22. 

How  had  the  Jewish  teachers  erred  ? — Matt,  xv,  7,  8. 

Was  Christ’s  teaching  believed? 

12.  What  question  does  the  Saviour  ask  in  this 
verse  ? 

What  did  he  intend  by  this? 

[Ans.  Probably  that  if  he  was  not  understood  or  believed 
when  speaking  of  those  things  which  are  done  on  earth, 
and  in  evidence  of  which  they  had  many  witnesses, 
much  less  would  be  the  probability  of  being  understood 
or  believed  when  speaking  of  deeper  things. — See  Wes¬ 
ley’s  Notes.] 

13.  Had  any  man  ascended  to  heaven  to  acquire 
a  knowledge  of  God’s  will  ? 

Who  came  down  from  thence  ? 

What  is  meant  ty  his  having  “  come  down  ?” 

For  what  purpose  did  he  come  down? — John  vi,  38. 

Where  is  he  further  said  to  be  ? 
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Of  what  is  his  presence  on  earth  and  in  heaven  at  the 
same  time  a  proof? 

Whose  presence  is  universally  diffused  at  the  same  in¬ 
stant? — Psa.  cxxxix,  7—11. 

Is  it  so  with  the  presence  of  Christ  ? — Matt,  xviii,  20. 
Then  what  must  Christ  be  ? 


LESSON  XIY. 


John  iii,  14-21. 

Where  did  the  occurrences  narrated  in  the  last  lesson 
take  place  ? 

What  was  the  principal  topic  of  that  lesson  ? 

What  do  you  mean  by  that  ? 

Why  is  it  necessary  that  this  change  should  take  place  1 
With  whom  was  Jesus  conversing  at  the  time  ? 

What  office  did  Nicodemus  fill  ? 

Were  the  instructions  of  the  present  lesson  given  to  the 
.same  person  ? 

14.  To  what  act  of  Moses  is  reference  here 
made  ? 

What  was  the  cause  of  his  so  doing? — Read  the  account 
in  Num.  xxi,  5-9. 

Can  you  describe  the  fiery  serpent  ? 

What  does  Christ  say  in  reference  to  himself? 
What  are  we  to  understand  by  his  being  lifted  up? — 
John  xii,  32,  33. 

In  what  respect  may  this  image  of  the  fiery  serpent  ba 
considered  typical  of  Christ  ? 

What  is  Christ  represented  as  saying  in  Isa.  xlv,  22  ? 

15.  For  what  purpose  was  Christ  to  be  lifted 
up  ? 

What  is  meant  by  the  term  “  perish  ?” — Mark  ix,  44 
•  2  Thess.  i,  9. 

How  is  this  destruction  to  be  avoided  ? 

What  is  it  to  believe? 
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Do  you  thus  believe ? 

What  benefit  is  here  promised  the  believer? 

What  is  eternal  life  ? 

Is  there  evidence  here  that  salvation  is  provided  for  all 
men? 

16.  To  vvliat  are  we  indebted  for  this  favor  ?  See 
also  1  John  iv,  10,  19. 

How  has  God  chiefly  manifested  his  love? 

What  did  he  give  his  Son  to  be  ? — Isa.  liii,  10 ;  Eom.  v,  8. 

To  whom  was  this  love  extended  ? 

Who  are  meant  by  the  world? 

If  salvation  be  provided  for  all  men,  why  are  not  all  saved? 
— John  v,  40. 

Will  any  be  finally  condemned  except  for  their  own  willful 
sin? — Heb.  ii,  2,  3. 

What  effect  ought  the  recollection  of  this  love  to  have  on 
us? — John  xv,  12,  14. 

17.  For  what  end  did  God  send  his  Son  into  the 
world  ? 

What  is  it  to  condemn? 

In  what  way  are  we  to  be  saved  through  God’s  Son  ? — 
Col.  i,  14. 

18.  What  is  the  first  benefit  of  believing  on 
Christ  ? 

What  is  here  the  meaning  of  “  he  is  not  condemned  ?” 

If  not  “  condemned,”  in  what  state  is  he  ? 

Who  justifies  the  believer  in  Christ? 

What  is  the  state  of  the  unbeliever  ? 

What  is  meant  by  that  ? 

For  what  is  he  condemned? 

19.  What  is  here  said  to  be  the  cause  of  con¬ 
demnation  to  the  wicked  ? 

What  is  the  effect  of  spiritual  light? — Eph.  v,  13. 

What  is  meant  by  “  light”  and  “  darkness  ?” — Prov.  vi,  23 ; 
1  John  i,  5. 

Who  is  particularly  called  the  light? — John  ix,  5. 

Wliy  ? 
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Why  do  men  naturally  love  spiritual  darkness  ? 

20.  What  is  said  of  such  as  do  evil? 

Why  do  they  hate  the  light  ? 

What  are  “  deeds  ?” 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  repioved?” 

Who  reproves  them  for  their  wickedness? — John  xvi,  8. 
Why  are  they  thus  reproved  ? 

WThat  is  written  Eccles.  xii,  14  ? 

21.  How  do  those  act  who  do  the  truth  ? 

For  what  reason  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  doing  the  truth  ?” 

How  are  the  deeds  of  such  “  wrought  in  God  ?” 

What  is  the  character  of  your  works  ? 

What  will  determine  the  character  of  our  future  state  ? 
What  improvement  may  we  make  of  this  lesson  ? 


LESSON  XY. 


John  lii,  22-36. 

22.  What  is  here  said  of  Jesus  ? 

After  what  things  ? — See  preceding  lesson. 

In  what  division  of  the  Holy  Land  was  Jerusalem  ? 

Then  what  is  meant  by  the  first  clause  of  verse  22? 

[Ans.  That  he  went  from  Jerusalem  into  the  country 
parts  of  Judea.] 

Did  he  baptize  ?— John  iv,  2. 

What  is  it  to  baptize  ? 

23.  Where  was  John  at  this  time  ? 

What  was  he  doing  ? 

What  reason  is  given  for  his  being  there  ? 

Who  came  to  him  to  be  baptized  ? 

Where  was  .Enon  ? 

What  may  we  understand  by  the  expression,  “  there  was 
much  water  there  ?” 

] 
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Are  fountains  or  springs  of  water  very  valuable  it  hot, 
dry  countries  ? 

Is  it  necessary  to  suppose  that  those  who  received  baptism 
were  immersed  ? 

24.  What  fact  is  here  stated? 

25.  What  occurrence  is  noticed  in  this  verse  ? 

What  is  meant  here  by  “purifying?” 

What  was  the  particular  ground  of  dispute  ? 

26.  How  did  they  settle  the  question  ? 

dTo  what  had  John  borne  witness  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “beyond  Jordan?” — [Ans.  East  of 
Jordan.] 

What  is  to  be  understood  by  the  last  clause  of  the  veiso  ? 
Where  was  John  at  the  time  he  baptized  Christ? — John 
i,  28.  See  Appendix. 

2*7.  What  was  John’s  decision  ? 

What  is  the  import  of  this  ? 

From  whom  had  John  received  his  authority? 

Does  he  manifest  any  regret  at  Christ  being  preferred  to ' 
himself  ? 

How  will  a  faithful  minister  of  Christ  always  feel  in  this 
respect  ? 

28.  To  what  did  John  appeal? 

When  had  John  made  this  declaration? — John  i,  20,  27. 
For  what  purpose  was  John  sent  before  Christ  ? — Mark  i,  2. 
Who  are  now  sent  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord  ? 

Then  how  ought  you  to  receive  and  hear  them? — 2  Cor. 
v,  20. 

29.  How  did  John  represent  the  relation  between 
Christ  and  himself? 

To  what  usage  is  reference  here  had  ? 

Who  are  denoted  by  the  “  bridegroom  ”  and  “  bride  ?” 
What  was  the  office  of  the  “friend”  here  alluded  to? 

30.  What  does  John  predict  of  Christ  ? 

What  remark  does  he  make  concerning  him¬ 
self? 


i 
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What  is  to  be  understood  from  this? 

Whensoever  God  has  accomplished  his  purposes  by  us, 
and  calls  on  us  to  lay  down  our  charge,  how  ought  wa 
to  feel  ? 

31.  What  is  said  of  him  that  cometh  from 
above  ? 

To  whom  does  this  refer? — John  viii,  23. 

What  is  said  of  him  that  is  of  the  earth  ? 

What  is  meant  by  this  ? 

What  is  written  Horn,  ix,  5,  and  1  Cor.  xv,  47  ? 

What  is  said  of  Christ  in  Col.  i,  15-19,  and  Heb.  i,  1,  2  ? 
What  grace  is  exhibited  in  the  conduct  of  J ohn  ? 

What  promises  are  made  to  the  humble  in  Luke  xiv,  11, 
and  in  James  iv,  6? 

32.  What  is  here  said  of  Christ? 

To  what  does  he  here  allude? 

What  was  the  effect  of  his  testimony  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  testifieth  ?” 

What  do  you  understand  by  “  no  man  receiveth  his  testi¬ 
mony  ?”. 

What  does  our  Saviour  say  in  verse  11  of  this  chapter? 

33.  What  is  here  said  of  him  who  has  believed 
this  testimony  ? 

To  what  is  this  an  allusion  ? 

What  do  we  thus  avow  ? 

What  is  said  of  God’s  promise  in  2  Cor.  i,  20  ? 

34.  What  does  he  do  whom  God  has  sent  ? 

Who  is  here  particularly  meant? 

Hew  may  we  know  that  he  spoke  “  the  words  of  God?”  ' 

What  does  God  impart  unto  his  servants  ? 

In  what  degree  was  this  imparted  to  Christ  ? 

35.  How  does  the  father  regard  the  Son  ? 

What  hath  he  given  into  his  hand  ? 

What  is  meant  by  this  ? — See  1  Cor.  xv,  24. 
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36.  What  is  bestowed  on  all  who  believe  on  tho 
Son? 

What  shall  be  the  doom  of  such  as  believe  not? 

What  is  the  wrath  of  God  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  abide  ?” 

How  long  will  the  wrath  of  God  rest  on  the  wicked?—. 
Rev.  xiv,  11. 

What  event  happened, soon  after,  to  John  the  Baptist?— 
Luke  iii,  19,  20. 

What  Herod  was  this  ? 

Of  what  country  was  he  tetrarch  ? — Luke  iii,  1. 

Who  is  the  Philip  here  mentioned? 

How  had  John  “reproved”  him? — Mark  vi,  18. 

What  relation  did  Herodias  now  hold  to  the  tetrarch  of 
Galilee  ? — Mark  vi,  17,  last  clause. 

What  effect  had  this  reproof  on  the  mind  of  Herodias  ? — 
Mark  vi,  19. 

What  do  you  understand  hy  her  having  a  “quarrel” 
against  John? 

Is  the  full  intent  to  commit  murder  equally  offensive  to 
God  as  actually  killing? — 1  John  iii,  15. 

How  did  Herod  regard  John? — Mark  vi,  20. 

Why  did  he  “  fear”  him  ? 

What  did  Herod,  besides  fearing  John? 

How  long  did  John’s  imprisonment  last? 

Is  pleasure  in  hearing  or  reading  God’s  word  a  certain 
sign  of  a  renewed  nature  ? 

.  Do  not  men  frequently  do  many  things  that  God  has 
commanded,  who,  notwithstanding,  fail  to  secure  th« 
knowledge  of  his  favor  ? 

1 
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John  iv, 

What  was  the  principal  subject  of  the  last  lesson  ? 

What  did  John  testify  that  Christ  was  ? 

What  happened  to  John  soon  after  bearing  this  testimony  1 

Where  does  the  scene  of  the  present  lesson  open ? 

1.  What  knowledge  is  our  Lord  here  said  to  be 
in  possession  of? 

2.  Did  Jesus  himself  baptize? 

3.  What  use  did  Christ  make  of  this  knowl¬ 
edge? 

Why,  probably,  did  he  leave  Judea? 

4.  Through  what  province  had  he  to  pass  ? 

How  is  Samaria  bounded  ? 

What  is  the  distance  from  Jerusalem  to  Galilee? 

Why  must  Christ  “  need*  go  through  Samaria”  to  reach 
Galilee  ? 

5.  To  -what  city  did  he  come  ? 

To  what  was  it  near  ? 

What  is  this  place  called  in  Gen.  xixiii,  19  ? 

For  what  is  it  remajraable  ? — Gen.  xii,  6,  7  ;  Joshua 
xxiv,  32. 

When  was  this  given  to  Joseph  ? — Gen.  xlviii,  21,  22. 

To  what  tribe  did  this  territory  fall  in  the  division  made 
by  Joshua? — See  Hap. 

What  are  its  present  name  and  condition? — See  Appen¬ 
dix,  p.  115. 

6.  Whose  well  was  there? 

[For  an  interesting  notice  of  this  well,  by  Maundrell,  M* 
Clarke.] 

What  is  said  of  Christ  ? 

At  what  hour  was  this  ? 

7.  WLo  came  to  the  well  ? 
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For  what  purpose  did  she  come  ? 

Was  it  customary  in  that  country  for  women  to  perform 
such  offices? 

What  did  Jesus  say  to  her  ? 

8  What  reason  is  assigned  for  his  requesting 
drink  of  her  ? 

9.  What  answer  did  the  woman  make? 

Why  did  she  ask  this  question  ? 

Are  we  to  understand  her  declaration  in  the  widest  sense, 
as  having  no  dealings,  or,  that  they  had  no  friendly  in¬ 
terchange  of  kind  offices  ? 

From  whom  were  the  Samaritans  descended  ? — See  2 
Kings  xvii,  24. 

What  had  become  of  the  ten  Israelitish  tribes,  whose  capi¬ 
tal  was  Shechem? — 2  Kings  xvii,  6,  28. 

How  do  you  understand  that  clause  of  the  latter  verse 
which  says  the  “  Lord  removed  Israel  ?” 

Are  actions  which  the  Lord  suffers  to  be  done  frequently 
said  to  be  done  by  him  ? 

[See,  for  instance,  Jer.  iv,  10,  where  “  Ah  !  Lord  God, 
thou  hast  greatly  deceived  this  people,”  means,  thou 
hast  suffered  them  to  be  deceived  by  their  false 
prophets.] 

Does  the  religion  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  allow  us  to  in¬ 
dulge  in  feelings  of  ill-will  to  any  person  ? — Matt,  vi,  44. 

is  it  not,  then,  superior  in  its  morality  to  all  other  reli¬ 
gious  systems  ? 

10.  What  reply  did  the  Saviour  ipake? 

What  is  meant  by  “  the  gift  of  God  ?” 

Who  is  intended  by  the  pronoun  him :  “  thou  wouldesl 
have  asked  of  him  ?” 

What  did  Christ  mean  by  “living  water?” — John  vii, 

38,  39. 

Why  are  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  compared  to 
water  ? 

[Ans.  As  water  quenches  the  thirst,  refreshes  and  invigo¬ 
rates  the  body,  purifies  things  defiled,  and  renders  the 
earth  fruitful ;  so  it  is  an  apt  emblem  of  the  gift  of  the 
VOL.  I. — 5 
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Holy  Ghost,  which  so  satisfies  the  souls  that  receive 
it,  that  they  thirst  no  more  for  earthly  good :  it  purifies 
also  from  all  spiritual  defilement,  and  it  makes  those 
who  receive  it  fruitful  in  every  good  word  and  work. — 
Olarke.'] 

How  may  these  blessings  be  obtained  ? 

11.  How  did  the  woman  answer? 

Did  she  take  his  meaning  ? 

Of  what  did  she  understand  him  to  speak  ? 

12.  What  other  question  did  the  woman  ask?  ' 

Why  did  she  call  Jacob  their  father? 

Were  they  really  his  descendants  ? — 2  Kings  xvii,  24. 

13.  14.  What  answer  was  given  to  her  question  ? 

Why  might  one  drinking  of  the  water  of  this  well  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  thirst  again  ? 

What  effect  would  be  produced  by  the  water  to  which 
Christ  had  reference  ?  . 

How  may  we  receive  of  this  water? — John  vi,  35. 

What  is  the  import  of  the  figure  in  the  latter  clause  of 
verse  14? 

What  other  rendering  may  be  given  to  the  word  trans¬ 
lated  “  well”  in  verse  14? — [Ans.  Fountain. —  Wesley J] 

15.  What  request  did  the  woman  make  ? 

Do  you  think  she  now  understood  Christ’s  meaning,  or 
still  supposed  him  to  speak  of  natural  water  ? 

What  do  you  think  he  designed  ? 

Have  you  made  personal  application  to  Christ  that  you 
might  become  a  partaker  of  this  grace  ? 

What  is  said  in  John  vi,  37,  of  those  who  apply  to  him  for 
salvation  ? 

]  6  What  direction  did  Christ  then  give  to  this 
woman  ? 

17,  18.  What  effect  had  this  command  ? 

What  did  Christ  further  say  ? 

What  appears  to  have  been  his  design  in. making  the  r«)' 
quest  in  verse  16? 
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What  is  the  meaning  of  “  well  said  ?” 

What  evidence  is  here  given  of  Christ’s  omniscience  ? 

What  is  omniscience  ? 

To  whom  alone  are  all  hearts  known  ? — 1  Kings  viii,  3!). 

How  ought  the  knowledge  of  this  truth  to  affect  us  ? 

Must  we  necessarily  suppose  that  the  woman  was  now 
living  in  open  crime  ? 

If  not,  how  may  we  account  for  Christ’s  saying,  “  He 
whom  thou  now  hast  is  not  thy  husband  ?” 

19.  What  effect  was  produced  on  the  woman’s 
mind  ? 

What  is  a  prophet  ? 

[Ans.  The  word  in  its  highest  sense  means  one  who  fore¬ 
tells  important  and  distant  events ;  it  also  means  any 
person  acting  under  supernatural  influence,  in  which 
sense  the  Apostle  Paul  (Titus  i,  12)  calls  a  profane  poet 
a  prophet,  because  the  ancients  believed  their  poets  to 
be  inspired.  This  was  the  woman’s  reason  for  calling 
Christ  a  prophet ;  she  believed  him  to  be  an  inspired 
person,  because  he  manifested  his  knowledge  of  things 
of  which,  as  a  stranger,  he  must  have  been  otherwise 
ignorant.] 

20.  Under  the  influence  of  this  belief,  what  ques¬ 
tion  did  she  put  to  him  ? 

Whom  did  she  mean  by  “  our  fathers  ?” — Compare  verse 
12  with  Gen.  xii,  6,  7,  and  xxxiii,  18-20. 

To  what  mountain  did  she  refer  ? 

What  had  been  built  there,  and  by  whom  ? — See  Appendix. 

What  is  here  meant  by  “  worship?” 

To  whom  alone  is  religious  adoration  to  be  paid  ? — Exod. 
xxxiv,  14. 

Had  the  Almighty  selected  any  particular  place  for  his 
worship? — Deut.  xii,  5,  11. 

Why  was  this  done? 

Were  any  other  people  except  the  Jews  obliged  to  worship 
God  at  Jerusalem? 

21.  What  answer  did  Jesus  give  to  the  woman  f 

What  is  meant  by  the  expression  “  the  hour  cometb 
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To  what  event  does  he  refer? 

Does  he  mean  that  they  should  not  worship  at  all  in  thesa 
places,  or,  that  worship  might  be  paid  in  all  places  in¬ 
differently  ? — MaL  i,  11 ;  Matt,  xviii,  20 ;  1  Tim.  ii,  8 
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John  It,  22-42. 

Where  did  the  occurrences  mentioned  in  the  last  chapter 
take  place? 

Of  what  nation  was  Shechem  formerly  the  capital  ? 

By  whom,  and  for  what  purpose,  had  a  temple  been 
erected  there  ? 

Between  whom  did  a  conversation  take  place  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  ? 

Of  what  is  the  present  lesson  a  continuation  ? 

22.  Had  the  Samaritans  a  correct  knowledge  of 
God? 

What  is  said  of  them  in  2  Kangs  xvii,  28,  29  ? 

Have  we  any  other  instance  in  the  New  Testament  of  per¬ 
sons  worshiping  an  “unknown  God  ?” — Acts  xvii,  23. 

Ts  not  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  perfections 
of  God  a  great  help  toward  our  rendering  him  accepta¬ 
ble  service  ? 

Had  the  Jews  a  knowledge  of  God  ? 

Will  the  mere  knowledge  of  his  existence  and  nature 
cause  us  to  become  hi3  true  worshipers? — Romans 
i,  21,  28. 

What  more  is  needed  ? — 1  Cor.  ii,  10. 

What  great  honor  had  God  put  upon  the  Jews  ? 
See  also  Rom.  ix,  4,  5. 

Who  is  here  meant  by  “  Salvation  ? — Psalm  xxvii,  1 
Luke  ii,  30. 

Why  is  he  so  called  ? — Isa.  xii,  2. 
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23.  What  did  Christ  say  was  coming? 

How  are  we  to  understand  “  the  hour  cometh,  and  now  is  ?’" 
Who  is  meant  by  the  “  Father?” 

Why  is  he  so  called? — John  i,  12 ;  Gal.  iii,  26. 

What  is  “  worship  ?” 

What  is  it  to  worship  “  in  spirit  and  in  truth  ?” 

What  do  you  understand  by  “the Father  seeketh  such  to 
worship  him  ?” 

How  may  we  know  when  we  worship  God  acceptably? 

24.  What  important  declaration  is  next  made  ? 

Do  those  who  worship  images,  or,  as  they  say,  God  through 

them,  pay  him  spiritual  worship? 

25.  Who  did  the  woman  say  would  come  ? 

Had  this  any  connection  with  what  Christ  had  said  ? — 

See  verse  23. 

What  means  of  obtaining  a  correct  knowledge  of  God  did 
the  Samaritans  possess? 

To  what  language  does  the  word  Messias  or  Messiah  be¬ 
long,  and  what  is  its  signification  ? 

Did  the  woman  use  the  words,  “  which  is  called  Christ,” 
or  are  they  inserted  by  the  evangelist  as  an  explanation 
of  the  preceding  word  ? 

What  benefit  did  they  expect  to  derive  from  his 
coming  ? 

How  do  you  understand  the  expression,  “  he  will  tell  us 
all  things  ?” — See  verses  20,  22. 

What  was  one  of  the  offices  of  Christ? — John  iii,  2. 
[Note. — It  is  in  view  of  this  that  he  is  sometimes  called 
our  prophet,  or  teacher.] 

26.  In  what  words  did  Jesus  make  himself 
known  to  her  ? 

27.  Who  came  to  him  immediately  after  this? 
Where  had  they  been,  and  for  what  purpose? — See 

verse  8. 

How  did  they  feel  1 

Why  were  they  surprised  at  this  ? 

Did  they  express  their  astonishment  ? 
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28.  What  did  the  woman  then  do  ? 

29.  What  did  she  do  there? 

Why  did  she  act  thus  ? 

Had  Christ  indeed  told  her  “  all”  that  she  had  ever  done  ? 
Then  how  do  you  account  for  her  language  ? 

What  impression  had  been  left  on  her  mind  ? 

Has  not  the  Holy  Spirit  frequently  reproved  you  for  your 
evil  acts? 

Have  you  received  the  rebukes  as  from  God  ? 

30.  How  did  the  inhabitants  act  ? 

31.  In  the  mean  time  what  did  the  disciples  do? 

32.  What  reply  did  he  make  ? 

What  did  he  mean  by  this? 

What  does  this  teach  us  ? 

33.  How  did  the  discip^s  understand  him  ? 

34.  How  did  Christ  explain  himself? 

Does  not  the  man  who  sincerely  loves  and  serves  God 
take  more  pleasure  in  doing  the  will  of  God  than  in 
any  sensual  gratification,  however  necessary  ? — Job 
xxiii,  12. 

For  what  purpose  did  God  send  Christ  into  the  world? 
When  was  this  work  finished  ? — John  xix,  30. 

35.  What  question  does  our  Lord  put  to  his  dis¬ 
ciples  ? 

What  account  can  you  give  of  the  Jewish  harvest? 

Did  our  Lord  speak  of  a  literal  or  spiritual  harvest  ? 

In  what  respect  was  the  spiritual  harvest  ready  to  be 
gathered  ? — See  verses  29,  39. 

36.  What  encouragement  is  here  given  to  the 
reapers  ? 

Who  are  the  reapers  in  this  harvest? 

How  do  they  become  fellow-laborers  with  Christ  ? 

What  wages  do  they  receive  ? 

How  do  they  gain  fruit  to  eternal  life? — James  v,  20. 
What  does  their  gaining  fruit  to  eternal  life  occasion 
Who  is  the  sower? 
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37.  What  proverb  is  here  quoted  ? 

38.  How  and  to  whom  is  it  applied? 

Who  were  the  previous  laborers? — [Ans.  The  patriarchs 
and  prophets.] 

In  what  respect  had  the  disciples  “entered  into”  their 
labors  ? 

39.  What  is  here  said  of  the  Samaritans  of  that 

place  ? 

What  did  they  believe  him  to  be  ? 

On  whose  representation? 

Does  not  the  Lord  sometimes  make  use  of  very  weak  in¬ 
struments  in  saving  men  ? 

For  what  purpose  ? — I  Cor.  i,  28,  29 ;  2  Cor.  iv,  7. 

40.  To  whom  did  the  Samaritans  come  ? 

What  did  they  entreat  him  to  do  ? 

Did  he  comply  with  their  request  ? 

41.  What  effect  was  produced  by  his  instructions! 

42.  What  did  they  say  to  the  woman  ? 

Had  they  not  believed  before  ? — See  verse  39. 

What,  then,  is  the  import  of  the  passage  ? 

What  did  they  acknowledge  him  to  be  ? 


LESSON  XVIIL 

John  iv,  43-54. 

Where  was  Jesus  at  this  time  ? 

Where  was  this  city? 

What  events  had  taken  place  there  ? 

43.  How  long  did  he  remain  here! 

Where  did  he  then  go  ? 

Where  is  Galilee  ? 

44.  What  proverb  did  he  quote  ? 

What  is  its  meaning? 

To  whom  did  he  design  it  to  apply  ? 
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Is  it  probable  that  this  is  tbe  reason  he  did  not  go  directly 
to  Nazareth? 

45.  By  whom  was  he  received  ? 

How  was  he  received  ? 

What  led  them  to  receive  him  thus  ? 

What  things  are  here  alluded  to  ? — Chap,  ii,  23. 

46.  To  what  town  did  Jesus  come  ? 

Why  is  it  called  “  Cana  of  Galilee  ?” 

[Ans.  To  distinguish  it  from  Cana  in  the  tribe  of  Ephraim, 
Josh,  xvi,  8.] 

In  what  part  of  Galilee  was  this  place  situated  ? — See 
Appendix. 

What  miracle  had  he  wrought  here  ? — See  chap, 
ii,  11. 

What  distinguished  person  is  here  spoken  of? 

Where  is  Capernaum  ? — See  Appendix. 

Is  it  not  probable  that  Capernaum  was  his  residence  ? 

What  is  the  distance  between  Capernaum  and  Cana  ? — 
[Ans.  Probably  about  twenty-five  miles.] 

47.  What  did  he  hear  ? 

What  did  he  then  do? 

What  is  this  nobleman  supposed  to  have  been  ? 

[Ans.  A  minister  of  Herod  the  tetrarch.] 

How  do  you  suppose  he  had  attained  to  any  knowledge  of 
Christ  ? 

[Ans.  From  the  preaching  of  John  the  Baptist,  who  boldly 
rebuked  Herod  for  his  wickedness,  Mark  vi,  20.] 

48.  What  reply  did  Jesus  make  to  his  request  ? 

Do  you  think  the  nobleman  was  entirely  destitute  of  faith  ? 

Then  what  did  Christ  mean  ? 

49.  How  did  the  man  receive  this? 

Does  not  this  earnestness  strongly  mark  his  affection  for 
his  son  ? 

The  man  earnestly  besought  Christ  to  go  and  heal  his  son 
— what  may  we  learn  from  it  in  reference  to  ourselves  ? 

50.  What  effect  had  his  prayer  on  Christ? 
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Why  did  not  our  Lord  comply  with  the  nobleman’s  re¬ 
quest,  and  go  ? 

How  did  the  man  receive  Christ’s  saying  ? 

51.  What  took  place  as  he  was  returning  home! 
What  did  they  say  to  him  ? 

What  is  here  meant  by  “  thy  son  liveth  ?” 

52.  What  question  did  he  put  to  the  servants  ? 
What  was  their  answer? 

What  o’clock,  according  to  our  mode  of  computing  time, 
would  the  seventh  hour  be? 

53.  What  did  the  father  learn  from  this  ? 

What  was  the  conviction  of  his  mind  ? 

What  was  the  consequence  of  this  conviction  ? 

What  does  this  circumstance  prove  Christ  to  be  ? 

What  double  evidence  have  we  of  his  divinity? 

Did  the  nobleman  obtain  his  desire  ? 

Did  he  in  the  manner  in  which  he  had  expected  ? 

What  may  we  learn  from  this? 

54.  How  does  the  chapter  conclude  ? 


LESSON  XIX. 

Luke  iv,  16-33. 

What  events  were  last  noted? 

16.  To  what  place  did  Jesus  come  ? 

Where  is  Nazareth,  and  to  which  tribe  did  it  belong? 
How  far  is  it  from  Jerusalem  ? 

Describe  it. — See  Appendix. 

What  was  he  in  the  habit  of  doing  ?  • 

What  did  he  do  in  the  present  instance  ? 

What  may  we  infer  from  this  custom  of  our  Lord? 
Why  ought  we  to  worship  God  publicly  ? 

What  is  a  synagogue? — See  Appendix. 

17.  What  was  given  to  him? 
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Whc  is  meant  by  Esaias  ? 

To  what  passage  did  Jesus  turn  ? 

Where  is  it  recorded  ? — Isa.  lxi,  1,  etc. 

Of  whom  was  it  foretold  ? 

How  long  had  it  been  written  ? 

18.  What  were  the  words  of  the  prophet  aa 
quoted  by  our  Lord  ? 

Who  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ? 

On  whom  did  he  rest? 

To  what  work  had  he  anointed  him? 

Does  this  mean  those  only  who  have  but  little  of  thii 
world’s  goods? 

What,  then,  does  it  signify  ? 

What  is  said  of  such  in  Matt,  v,  3  ? 

For  what  other  purpose  did  Christ  come? 

Whom  are  we  to  understand  by  “  broken-hearted  ?” 

What  is  said  of  such  in  Psa.  li,  17  ? 

What  is  meant  by  saying  the  Lord  will  not  despise  such  ? 

[Ans.  That  he  will  approve  them  or  accept  them.] 

To  whom  was  he  to  preach  ? 

Who  aje  captives  ? 

What  kind  of  captivity  is  here  intended? — 2  Pet.  ii,  19. 

What  was  he  to  announce  to  such? 

What  was  he  to  do  to  the  blind  ? 

Did  Christ  ever  restore  sight  to  the  literally  blind  ? 

Whom  was  he  to  set  at  liberty  ? 

[Note. — Here  is  a  beautiful  gradation  in  comparing  the 
spiritual  state  of  men  to  the  miserable  state  of  those 
captives  who  are  not  only  cast  into  prison,  but,  like 
Zedekiah,  had  their  eyes  put  out,  and  were  laden  and 
bruised  with  chains. —  Wealey.  The  allusion  may  be, 
not  to  the  custom  of  putting  out  the  eyes  of  prisoners, 
but  to  that  of  confining  them  to  pits  and  dark  dun¬ 
geons.  To  bring  out  of  constant  darkness  may  be  said 
to  be  recovery  of  sight  to  the  blind. —  Watson. 

19.  What  was  he  to  proclaim  ? 

To  what  is  this  an  allusion  ? — See  Lev.  xxv,  9,  etc. 
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irt  what  was  this  institution  a  type? 

When  is  the  time  of  the  gospel  jubilee  ? — 2  Cor.  vi,  2. 

20.  When  he  had  thus  read,  what  did  he  do'? 
What  did  the  people  do  ? 

On  what  substance  were  the  sacred  books  written  ? — [Aus. 
On  rolls  of  parchment.] 

? Why  did  the  people  fix  their  eyes  on  him? 

21.  How  did  Christ  address  them  ? 

What  Scripture  was  fulfilled  in  their  hearing  ? 

What  are  we  to  understand  here  by  “  gracious”  words  ? 
Is  it  not  probable  that  he  spoke  at  much  greater  length 
than  is  here  recorded  ? 

22.  To  what  did  the  people  give  assent? 

How  were  they  affected  ? 

What  qualities  characterize  our  Lord’s  discourses  ? 

[A  person  of  spiritual  discernment  may  find  in  all  the  dis¬ 
courses  of  onr  Lord  a  peculiar  sweetness,  gravity,  and 
hecomingness,  such  as  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  same 
degree  even  in  those  of  the  apostles. —  Wesley.'] 

What  question  did  they  ask  one  of  another? 

What  was  Joseph’s  condition  in  life? 

Is  it  probable  that  his  low  condition  was  the  reason  of 
their  asking  this  qnestion  ? 

23.  What  did  Christ  say  to  the  audience? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  proverb  ? 

24.  What  treatment  do  prophets  or  teachers  fre¬ 
quently  receive^  at  home  ? 

Can  you  assign  any  reason  for  this? 

25.  What  is  said  of  the  time  in  which  Elijah  lived? 

Where  is  this  history  recorded  ? — Compare  1  Kings  xvii, 

1-9,  with  xviii,  1-45. 

2G.  Was  he  sent  to  any  of  those  widows  to  be 
provided  for  ? 

Who  had  this  honor  ? 

Where  was  Sarepta? — See  Appendix. 
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27.  What  were  there  in  Israel  in  Elisha’s  days! 
What  other  leprous  person  is  here  mentioned  1 
Who  among  them  was  healed? 

By  what  means  ? — 2  Kings  v,  14. 

To  whose  power  were  all  cures  of  leprosy  ascribed? 

What  did  Christ  design  in  giving  these  incidents? 

28.  What  effect  had  his  remarks  ? 

Why  were  they  thus  provoked? 

How  did  they  regard  themselves  ? — Matt,  iii,  9. 

How  did  they  regard  the  Gentiles? 

29.  What  did  they  do  ? 

30.  Did  they  effect  their  object  ? 

How  did  Christ  escape  them  ? 

31.  Whither  did  he  go  ? 

What  did  he  do  there  ? 

Is  it  probable  that  he  made  Capernaum  his  most  frequent 
abode  ? — See  Matt,  iv,  13. 

?2.  How  did  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  regard 
him  ? 

What  is  said  of  his  teaching  ? 

What  power  attended  his  instructions  ?— Luke  v,  17. 
What  is  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  Gospel  at  the 
present  day? 


LESSON  tX. 

Mark,  i,  16-20. 

Where  did  the  occw-ences  named  in  the  last  lesson  take 
place? 

Into  what  place  in  that  city  did  Christ  enter  ? 

What  did  he  do  there? 

How  were  his  instructions  at  first  received  ? 

What  change  took  place  in  the  feelings  of  the  people  ? 
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What  occasioned  this  change  ? 

What  would  they  have  done? 

To  what  city  did  Jesus  then  go? 

16.  Who  is  intended  by  the  pronoun  “  he”  in  this 
verse? — See  ver.  14. 

Where  was  he  walking  ? 

What  account  can  you  give  of  this  sea? — See  Appendix. 

Whom  did  Christ  find,  and  how  occupied  ? 

17.  How  did  Jesus  address  them  ? 

What  is  the  import  of  “ Come  after  me,”  etc.? 

What  is  meant  by  “  fishers  of  men  ?” 

Whose  disciples  had  they  been  ? 

Was  this  Christ’s  first  interview  with  them? — John  i, 
35-40. 

1 8.  Did  they  obey  Christ’s  call  ? 

Does  not  Christ  call  you  also  to  follow  him? 

Simon  and  Andrew  “  forsook  all”  at  Christ’s  command  ; 
what  may  we  learn  from  this  as  to  our  duty? 

19.  Whom  did  he  afterward  see? 

How  were  they  engaged? 

What  was  their  occupation  ? 

20.  What  then  took  place  ? 

Why  did  Christ  choose  his  disciples  from  among  the  poor 
and  unlearned? — 1  Cor.  i,  27,  28. 

What  is  said  in  Matt,  xix,  29  ? 

What  is  its  meaning  ? 

Is  it  not  still  the  case  that  “  not  many  noble,  not  many 
mighty”  become  believers  in  Christ? 

How  do  you  account  for  this  ? 

Luke  v,  1-11. 

L.  Where  was  Christ  at  this  time,  and  how  en¬ 
gaged  ? 

What  did  they  do  ? 

By  what  other  names  was  this  lake  called  ? 
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Why  so  called  ? — See  Appendix. 

2.  What  did  Christ  see  ? 

What  kind  of  vessels  were  these  ? 

In  what  situation  were  they  ? 

3.  How  did  he  act  ? 

Why  did  he  do  thus?  See  ver.  1. 

4.  When  he  had  ceased  speaking  to  the  people, 
what  did  he  say  to  Simon  Peter  ? 

5.  What  answer  was  made  ? 

What  is  the  import  of  the  word  “  master  ?” 

6.  What  was  the  result  ? 

Did  the  net  really  break,  or  was  it  only  likely  so  to  do? 
What  does  this  miracle  prove  Christ  to  be  ? 

7.  To  whom  did  they  beckon  ? 

Who  are  intended  by  this  expression  ? — Yer.  10. 

What  followed  ? 

What  was  Christ’s  design  in  working  this  miracle? 

8.  What  was  its  effect  on  Peter  ? 

Is  it  probable  that  he  understood  the  character  of  Christ  ? 
What  is  the  import  of  the  exclamation,  “Depart  from 
me,”  etc.  ? 

9.  10.  How  did  the  fishermen  regard  this 
miracle  ? 

What  reply  did  Jesus  make  to  Peter’s  request  ? 
To  what  is  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  sometimes  com 
pared? — Matt,  xiii,  47-50. 

Ib  this  an  evidence  of  Peter’s  call  to  the  ministry? 

11.  When  they  had  brought  their  ships  to  land, 
what  did  they  do  ? 

Did  these  persons  now  attach  themselves  to  Christ’s  pel 
son  and  ministry? 
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Mark  i,  21-28.  . 

°,1.  After  they  had  left  their  ships,  into  what 
town  did  they  enter? 

When  the  Sabbath  day  had  come,  what  did  Jesus 
do? 

[For  an  account  of  the  synagogue,  etc.,  see  Appendix.] 

22.  How  were  the  people  affected  ? 

What  peculiarly  marked  bis  instruction  ? 

At  what  were  the  people  astonished? 

[Ans.  Probably  at  the  clearness  of  his  expositions,  the 
spirituality  of  the  law  as  stated  by  him,  and  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  truth  to  the  conscience  of  each. — See  Clarke 
on  Matt,  vii,  28,  29.] 

What  do  you  understand  by  the  expression  “  he  taught  as 
one  having  authority?” 

From  whom  must  every  true  and  faithful  minister  receive 
authority  to  instruct? 

What  custom  of  the  Jewish  scribes  will  throw  light  upon 
this  passage  ? 

[The  scribes  were  much  in  the  habit  of  appealing  to  their 
masters  as  authority  for  the  correctness  of  their  expla¬ 
nations  ;  but  Christ  puts  aside  all  human  authority  and 
asserts  his  own  ;  hence  his  frequent  mode  of  expression. 
But  I  aay  unto  you. — See  Watson.] 

23.  Who  is  mentioned  as  being  in  the  syna¬ 
gogue? 

What  other  evangelist  names  this  incident  ? — Luke  iv, 
33,  etc. 

What  is  meant  by  the  man’s  “  having  an  unclean  spirit  T' 

Who  “  cried  out,”  the  man,  or  the  demon? 

24.  What  did  the  demon  or  demons  say? 

For  what  purpose  did  Christ  come  into  the  world? — 
1  John  iii,  8. 

How  is  this  to  be  done? 

What  works  may  be  ascribed  to  Satan  ?  [Ans.  All  man 
ner  of  wicked-res  j.] 
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What  is  the  meaning  of  the  phrase  “  what  have  we  to  do 
with  thee  ?” 

What  did  they  dread  ? 

Is  Christ  spoken  of  in  the  Old  Testament  as  the  “Holy 
One  ?” — Psa.  xvi,  10 ;  Dan.  ix,  24. 

Do  devils  believe  in  God  ? — James  ii,  19. 

What  evidence  does  the  lesson  afford  that  this  was  a  real 
possession,  and  not  merely  a  disease  ? 

25.  How  did  Jesus  show  his  power? 

Why,  think  you,  did  he  command  the  demon  to  hold  his 
peace? 

26.  Did  the  evil  spirit  obey  ? 

Are  not  evil  spirits  still  subject  to  Christ? 

Then  may  not  the  believer  in  him  ask  in  confidence  for 
strength  to  overcome  his  spiritual  foes  ? 

27.  What  effect  had  this  miracle  on  the  people? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  amazed  ?” 

What  questions  did  they  put  to  each  other? 

What  is  here  the  meaning  of  “  doctrine  ?”  [Ans.  Teach¬ 
ing-] 

28  What  was  the  consequence  of  this  miracle  ? 

What  is  “  fame  ?” 

In  this  lesson  you  see  Christ  casting  out  devils  by  his 
word ;  what  ought  you  to  learn  from  this  ? 

[f  you  firmly  trust  in  him,  can  anything  separate  you 
from  him? — Eom.  viii,  38,  39. 

What  evidence  have  we  in  this  lesson  of  the  divinity  of 
Christ  ? 

[For  a  notice  of  demoniacal  possessions,  see  Appendix.] 


LESSON  XXI. 

Mark  i,  20-39. 

Where  was  the  scene  of  the  last  lesson  ? 

Whom  did  Christ  call  to  follow  him? 

What  miracle  did  he  work  for  their  encouragement  ? 
What  remarkable  promise  did  he  make  ? 
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Into  what  place  did  he  enter  on  the  Sabbath  ? 

What  did  he  there  do? 

What  astonishing  miracle  was  wrought  by  him  ?  . 

29.  After  leaving  the  synagogue,  into  whose 
house  did  they  enter  ? 

30.  Who  was  sick  in  the  family  ? 

What  other  evangelists  narrate  this  circumstance  ? — Matt. 

viii,  14  ;  Luke  iv,  38. 

Who  was  informed  of  this  ? 

What  is  said  in  Luke  iv,  38  ? 

31.  What  did  Jesus  then  do? 

What  does  Luke  say  in  chap,  iv,  39  ? 

What  is  Matthew’s  testimony  ? — Matt,  viii,  15. 

What  was  the  effect  ? 

What  evidence  have  we  here  of  supernatural  agency? 

32.  What  took  place  at  sunset? 

On  what  day  was  this? — See  verse  21. 

At  what  time  did  the  Jews  begin  their  Sabbath? — Lev. 

xxiii,  32. 

Is  this  the  reason  that  they  brought  their  sick  after  sun¬ 
set? 

Why  did  the  people  thus  bring  their  sick  friends  ? 

33.  Were  these  doings  public  ? 

What  is  the  import  of  “  all  the  city,”  etc.  ? 

”4.  What  did  Christ  do  for  those  that  were  thus 
brought  to  him  ? 

We  have  here  the  evidence  of  Christ’s  healing  both  natu¬ 
ral  and  preternatural  maladies ;  is  he  not  equally  able 
and  willing  to  heal  spiritual  ones  ? 

35.  What  did  the  Saviour  do  on  the  following 
morning? 

For  what  purpose  did  he  rise  thus  early  ? 

What  does  this  show  Christ  to  have  been  ? 

36.  Who  sought  him  ? 

Who  are  intended  by  “  they  that  were  with  him  ?n 
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For  what  purpose  did  they  seek  him  ? 

37.  What  did  the  disciples  say  to  Christ? 

What  are  we  to  understand  by  this  ? 

38.  What  answer  did  Christ  make? 

Did  they  go? 

39.  Through  what  province  did  he  travel  at  this 
time  ? 

What  doing  ? 

Matt,  iv,  23-25. 

23.  Where  does  Matthew  in  verse  23,  chap,  iv, 
say  Jesus  went? 

How  was  he  employed  ? 

How  is  it  that  Jesus  was  so  readily  permitted  to  teach  in 
the  synagogues  ? 

Why  is  this  called  the  “  gospel  of  the  kingdom?’' 

24.  Whither  did  his  fame  spread? 

Whom  did  they  bring  to  him  ? 

What  did  he  do  for  them  ? 

25.  Who  followed  him  ? 

Whence  ? 

Where  and  what  are  those  places  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  Decapolis  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  beyond  Jordan?” 

Luke  v,  12-16. 

12.  Who  is  here  said  to  have  come  to  Christ? 
Where  was  Christ  at  this  time?  [Probably  at  Choroaiu, 
of  Bethsaida. —  Olarke.~\ 

What  did  the  man  do  and  say  ? 

What  is  the  leprosy  ?  -See  Appendix. 

Is  it  infectious  ? 

How  does  it  affect  the  sufferer  ? 

Was  it  deemed  incurable  in  its  worst  forms,  except  by 
supernatural  influence  ? — 2  Kings  v,  7. 
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Was  the  person  afflicted  with  this  disease  acoounted  un¬ 
clean  by  the  law  ? — See  Lev.  xiii  and  xiv. 

As  such,  how  was  he  to  be  treated  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “if  thou  wilt,  thou  canst  make  me 
clean?” 

13.  Ebw  did  Jesus  act? 

What  was  the  effect? 

What  alone  can  cleanse  from  the  “  leprosy”  of  sin  ? 

14.  What  did  Christ  charge  the  man  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  testimony”  in  this  passage  ? 

Whafc  may  we  learn  from  this  instance  of  his  zeal  for  the 
honoring  of  the  law  ? 

What  had  Moses  prescribed  as  an  offering  in  such  cases  ? 
Lev.  xiv,  10,  21,  22. 

15.  What  report  went  abroad  concerning  Christ  ? 

What  came  to  him  ? 

For  what  purpose  did  they  come  ? 

Which  is  of  more  value,  the  interest  of  the  body  or  that  of 
the  soul  ? 

These  people  flocked  to  be  healed  of  their  “  infirmities,” 
what  ought  you  to  do  ? 

16.  What  did  Jesus  afterward  do  ? 

W as  he  in  the  habit  of  so  doing  ? — Matt,  xiv,  23 ;  Mark 
vi,  46. 

Is  it  not  necessary  that  we  should  be  frequent  in  prayer  ? 

What  is  here  to  be  understood  by  the  word  “  wilderness  ?” 


LESSON  XXII. 

Mark  L,  1  12. 

Where  was  the  scene  of  the  first  part  of  the  last  lesion  f 
In  whose  house  ? 

Who  was  sick? 

What  did  Christ  do  for  her  ? 

How  did  the  mulMtudf  act? 
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After  Christ  left  Capernaum  to  preach  in  other  citiei, 
what  took  place  ? 

To  what  place  did  our  Lord  afterward  retire  ? 

For  what  purpose  ? 

1.  After  having  preached  the  gospel  in  other 
places,  to  what  city  did  Jesus  return  ? 

What,  tidings  soon  spread  abroad  ? 

In  whose  house  was  he  ? 

2.  What  did  the  people  immediately  do  on  hear¬ 
ing  of  this  ? 

Were  there  many  of  them  ? 

What  did  Jesus  do? 

What  is  meant  by  “ about  the  door?”  [Ans.  Some  say  in 
the  porch  ;  others,  in  the  court  before  the  house.] 

What  word  did  Jesus  preach  ? — Matt,  xiii,  19. 

Why  is  the  gospel  thus  termed  ?  [Because  it  treats  of 
the  kingdom  of  grace,  and  shows  the  way  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  glory. —  Watson.] 

3.  Who  was  brought  to  him  ? 

What  is  the  palsy  ? 

Whom  does  Luke  particularly  mention  as  being  present? 
— Luke  v,  17. 

4.  What  obstruction  did  they  meet  with  in  com¬ 
ing  to  Christ  ? 

What  did  they  then  do  ? 

How  could  they  do  this  ? 

$In  the  East  bouses  are  generally  made  flat  roofed,  with 
stairs  running  up  on  the  outside,  and  sometimes  on  the 
inside  also.  Access  might  thus  be  readily  gained  to  the 
housetop.  The  roof  which  was  “  uncovered  ”  was  not, 
probably,  the  roof  of  the  principal  building,  but  of  a  gal¬ 
lery  or  piazza,  from  which  our  Saviour  was  addressing 
the  multitude  who  were  assembled  in  the  court  below.] 

5.  When  Jesus  saw  what  they  had  done,  what 
did  he  say? 

Why,  think  you,  did  Jesus  speak  thus  ?- 
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What  is  it  to  forgive  sin  ? 

Whose  province  alone  is  it  to  forgive  sin  ? — See  ver.  7 
On  what  condition  will  he  forgive  your  sins? 

6.  Who  are  here  said  to  have  been  sitting  there  l 
How  were  they  engaged  ? 

Of  what  character  was  their  reasoning? — Matt,  ix,  4. 

7.  What  was  the  subject  of  their  reasoning? 

What  is  blasphemy  ? 

At  what  did  they  take  offense  ? 

Does  not  Christ  still  forgive  sin? — Acts  v,  31. 

Have  not  some  men  professed  to  pardon  sin  ? 

Do  they  not  deceive  ? 

8.  9.  What  did  Jesus  know  ? 

How  do  you  account  for  his  being  possessed  of  this  knowl 
edge  ? 

What  questions  did  he  put  to  them  ? 

What  ought  they  to  have  learned  from  this  exhibition  of 
his  omniscience  ? 

What  is  omniscience? 

Is  it  not  equally  out  of  man’s  power  to  forgive  sins,  and 
to  cure  diseases  by  a  word? 

Are  not  both  acts  equally  “  easy”  to  the  divine  Being? 
["Note. — The  ninth  verse  is  incorrectly  pointed  ;  it  would 
read  better  if  punctuated  thus :  Whether  is  it  easier,  to 
say  to  the  sick  of  the  palsy,  Thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee, 
etc. —  Clarke .] 

11.  What  did  he  command  the  sick  man  to  do? 

Why  did  he  do  this? — See  ver.  10. 

Who  is  meant  by  “  the  Son  of  man  ?” 

12.  What  was'  the  effect  on  the  man? 

What  does  Luke  say  in  chap  v,  25  ? 

How  were  the  people  moved  ? 

Was  the  miracle  performed  in  a  public  or  private  manner? 
See  verse  2. 

How  did  they  glorify  God  ? 

What  effect  ought  the  recollection  of  this  miracle  to  have 
on  us 

I 


*6 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  GOSPELS. 


13.  After  this  where  did  Jesus  go? 

On  what  sea  did  Capernaum  stand? 

Who  came  to  him  ? 

What  did  he  do  for  them  ? 

Is  not  Jesus  still  our  teacher? 

How  does  he  now  instruct  ? 

14.  As  Jesus  passed  to  or  from  the  sea,  whom 
did  he  behold? 

Where  was  he  sitting  ? 

What  is  that  ? 

What  office  did  he  hold  ? 

From  whom  were  the  customs  or  taxes  gathered  ? — Matt, 
xxii,  17. 

What  did  Jesus  say  to  him  ? 

By  what  other  name  is  Levi  called  ? — Matt,  ix,  9 
What  did  he  become  ? 

What  work  did  he  write  ? 


LESSON  XXIII. 


John  v,  1-15. 

Where  was  the  scene  of  the  last  lesson?  , 

Of  what  did  it  treat? 

rlow  was  this  man  brought  into  Christ;s  presence  ? 

What  did  he  say  to  the  man  ? 

What  did  the  scribes  do  ? 

What  evidence  did  Christ  then  give  of  his  divinity  ? 

1.  After  this  what  does  John  say  there  was? 

What  feast  was  this  ? 

[Clarke  and  Benson  suppose,  with  apparent  reason,  the 
passover ;  Wesley  and  Townsend  think  the  pentecost.] 
Did  the  Saviour  attend  it  ?  * 

What  reason  may  be  given  for  this  ? 
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If  he  was  so  particular  in  observing  the  requirements  of 
God’s  law,  what  may  we  reasonably  infer  as  to  our  duty  ? 

2.  What  pool  is  here  noticed? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  Bethesda  ?” 

Where  was  it  situated  ? 

What  is  a  pool  ?  [It  here  signifies  a  bath,  or  place  to 
swim  in.] 

What  is  meant  by  “  sheep  market  ?”  [Probably  sheep 
gate.] 

How  many  porches  had  this  pool? 

What  were  these  porches  ? 

[Note. — Covered  walks.  The  pool  was  probably  a  penta¬ 
gon,  or  five-sided,  and  the  piazzas  around  it  were  de¬ 
signed  to  shelter  from  the  weather  the  multitude  of 
diseased  persons  who  were  waiting  for  a  cure  by  tho 
miraculous  virtue  of  those  waters. — Jennings's  Jewish 
Antiquities,  as  quoted  by  Home.] 

3.  Who  lay  in  the  porches  ? 

For  what  were  they  waiting  ? 

Who  are  meant  by  “  impotent  folk  ?” 

Who  by  the  halt? 

Who  by  the  withered? 

What  is  meant  by  “  the  moving  of  the  waters  ?” 

4.  What  remarkable  facts  are  stated  in  the  fourth 
verse  ? 

How  would  the  multitude  know  when  the  angel  descended  ? 

What  do  you  understand  by  his  “  troubling  the  waters  ?" 

Can  this  be  accounted  for  on  natural  principles  ? 

Is  it  implied  that  the  healing  was  immediate  ? 

Is  not  the  whole  a  type  of  Christ  ? 

What  is  said  of  him  in  Zech.  xiii,  1  ? 

What  is  a  type  ? 

5.  Of  what  person  does  John  speak  in  verse  5  ? 
Where  did  he  lie? 

What  is  meant  by.  “  infirmity  ?” 

Is  it  probable  the  disease  was  deemed  incurable  by  ordi¬ 
nary  means? 
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6.  Who  noticed  the  man  ? 

What  did  the  Lord  ask  him  ? 

What  is  meant  by  being  “  made  xoholeV' 

Had  Christ  any  doubt,  think  you,  of  the  man’s  desire  t« 
be  healed? 

Then  why  did  he  put  this  question? 

7.  What  did  the  man  answer  ? 

May  we  not  infer  from  this  that  the  man  was  very  poor, 
as  well  as  lame  ? 

May  we  not  also  reasonably  suppose  that  the  man’s 
poverty  and  long  illness  had  particularly  interested  the 
compassionate  Redeemer  ? 

8.  What  did  Jesus  bid  him  do  ? 

Does  it  appear  that  the  man  hesitated  ? 

Had  he  not  been  incapable  of  such  exertion  for  many 
years  ? 

Then  why  did  Christ  direct  him  to  do  this? 

By  what  means  was  he  enabled  to  do  as  required? 

At  what  moment  was  this  power  communicated  to  him  ? 

Would  Divine  aid  have  been  given  if  the  man  had  not  at- 

.  tempted  to  obey  Christ’s  command  ? 

9.  What  was  the  result  of  the  man’s  faith  and 
obedience  ? 

When  was  he  made  whole? 

On  what  day  was  this  ? 

What  evidence  is  here  of  a  real  miracle  ? 

Is  it  not  probable,  from  the  long  time  he  had  been  thus 
diseased,  that  the  case  was  well  known? 

Would  not  this  fact  render  imposture  altogether  impracti¬ 
cable  ? 

Why  did  the  Lord  command  the  man  to  carry  his  bed  ? 

Is  there  not  a  close  analogy  between  the  healing  of  this 
man’s  body  and  the  healing  of  our  spiritual  maladies? 

W'hat  ought  sinners  to  do  when  God  commands  them  to 
repent  and  believe  ? 

10.  What  did  the  Jews  say  to  the  restored  man  * 
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Why  was  it  unlawful  to  do  this  on  that  day? — Exod.  n, 
8-11 ;  Neh.  xiii,  15 ;  Jer.  xvii,  21. 

Did  the  Almighty  design  that  no  work  should  he  done  on 
that  day,  or  only  that  the  ordinary  business  of  the  week 
should  be  laid  aside,  and  the  day  set  apart  to  his  service  ? 

Does  not  Christ  allow  of  works  of  “necessity  and  mercy” 
being  performed  on  that  day  ? — Matt,  xii,  1-12. 

1 1.  How  did  the  man  reply  to  those  who  een 
sured  him? 

What  appears  to  have  been  the  man’s  conclusion  respect¬ 
ing  the  propriety  of  the  command  ? 

Do  you  think  he  reasoned  correctly  ? 

1 2.  What  question  did  the  Jews  then  put  to  him  1 

13.  Did  the  man  know  who  it  was  that  had 
healed  him  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “  wist  not  ?” 

What  had  become  of  Christ  ? 

What  do  you  understand  by  that? 

14.  Where  did  Christ  afterward  meet  with  the 
man  ? 

On  what  day  was  this  ?  [Probably  the  same,  the  Sabbath.] 

Is  it  not  likely  that  the  man  had  gone  there  to  praise  God 
for  the  mercy  he  had  received? 

Should  not  a  sense  of  the  benefits  conferred  on  us  lead  us 
to  similar  conduct  ? 

What  did  Christ  say  to  the  man  ? 

What  may  we  infer  from  this  as  to  the  cause  of  the  man’s 
illness  ? 

What  does  Christ  mean  by  saying,  “Take  heed  lest  a 
worse  thing  come  unto  thee  ?” 

Does  not  a  course  of  wickedness  persisted  in  destroy  both 
son!  and  body? — Prov.  xi,  19. 

What  evidence  did  Christ  herein  give  the  man  of  the 
character  of  Him  who  had  cured  him  ? 

15.  What  did  the  man  then  do? 
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Did  not  the  man  expect  that  these  Jews  would  have  hon 
ored  Christ  for  this  act  ? 

Is  it  not  our  duty  to  tell  of  the  goodness  of  God  to  us  ? 


LESSON  XXIV. 


John  v,  16-29. 

What  was  the  principal  subject  of  the  last  lesson  ? 

Where  did  it  take  place  ? 

W' hat  singular  command  did  Christ  give  the  man  ? 

What  did  the  Jews  say  when  they  saw  this? 

How  did  he  meet  the  objection  ? 

When  he  knew  who  it  was  that  had  healed  him,  what  did 
he  do? 

16.  How  did  the  Jews  treat  Jesus  in  consequence? 

WTiat  is  it  to  persecute  ? 

W’hat  to  slay  ? 

Of  what  was  their  conduct  an  evidence  ? 

Why  did  they  seek  to  slay  him? — Exod.  xxxv,  2. 

Who  are  meant  by  “the  Jews?”  [Ans.  The  Jewish 
rulers. — Compare  verse  33  with  chap,  i,  19.] 

17.  How  did  Jesus  defend  himself? 

Whom  did  he  mean  by  “my  Father?” 

Wrhat  is  the  meaning  of  “  hitherto?” 

Who  formed  the  world? — Gen.  i,  1. 

By  what  power  are  the  world  and  its  inhabitants  con 
tinued  in  existence  ? 

Is  it  not  in  this  sense,  in  part,  that  God  may  be  said  still 
to  “  work  ?” 

What  is  implied  in  what  Christ  says  of  himself? 

IS.  What  effect  had  this  on  the  rulers  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  they  sought  the  more  ?” 

Why  did  they  seek  this  the  more  earnestly  ? 

What  proof  have  we  here  of  Christ’s  divinity  ? 

19.  What  did  Jesus  reply? 
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What  is  meant  hy  “  the  Son  can  do  nothing  of  himself?” 

Gan  any  created  being  perform  the  acts  that  belong  essen¬ 
tially  to  God  ? 

Are  we" not  here  taught  that  the  Son  does  the  same  work? 

Are  we  not  further  taught  that  the  Son  does  nothing 
without  the  Father,  neither  does  the  Father  without  the 
Son? 

Then  what  does  this  show  the  Father  and  the  Son  to  be  ? 

20.  What  is  here  said  of  the  Father  ? 

What  would  be  the  effect  of  these  “  greater 
works  ?” 

What,  probably,  is  the  import  of  “  the  Father  loveth  the 
Son?” 

What  is  meant  by  “ showeth  him  all  things,”  etc.? 

He  will  show  him  “  greater  works”  than  what  ? 

21.  What  works  are  here  ascribed  to  the  Father? 

What  is  it  to  “  quicken  ?” 

What  does  the  Son  do  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  even  so  ?” 

Can  you  name  any  persons  who  have  been  thus  raised  ? — 
1  Kings  xvii,  22  ;  2  Kings  iv,  32-36. 

Did  Jesus  ever  quicken  any  dead  body  while  he  was  on 
earth  ? 

How  does  he  “  quicken”  the  spiritually  dead  ? 

22.  To  whom  is  the  judgment  of  the  world  com¬ 
mitted  ? 

In  what  sense  does  “  the  Father  judge  no  man?” 

To  what  does  the  “judging”  refer? 

How  does  this  “judgment”  being  committed  to  the  Son 
substantiate  the  doctrine  of  Christ’s  divinity  ? 

Is  it  probable  that  these  are  the  “  greater  works”  to  which 
Christ  alluded  in  verse  20  ? 

23.  For  what  reason  is  this  judgment  committed 
to  the  Son  ? 

How  ought  men  to  honor  the  Soh  ? 

What  is  the  import  of  “  even  as  ?” 
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Why  ought  men  to  “  honor  the  Son  ?” 

If  they  do  not  yield  love  and  obedience  to  him,  to  what 
will  they  expose  themselves  ? 

£4.  What  does  Jesus  promise  to  those  who  heaj 
him  ? 

What  is  to  be  understood  by  “  hearing  ?” 

What  is  meant  by  Christ’s  word? 

On  whom  were  they  to  believe  ? 

In  what  respect  may  such  be  said  to  have  “  everlasting 
life  ?” 

From  what  shall  thev  be  delivered  ? 

What  is  condemnation  ? 

What  is  the  cause  of  condemnation  ? 

In  what  respect  is  the  faithful  believer  no  longer  subject 
to  condemnation? 

What  is  meant  by  “  passed  from  death  unto  life  ?” 

25.  What  declaration  is  here  made  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  the  hour  is  coming,  and  now  is  ?” 
[Ans.  Is  at  hand.] 

Does  Christ  here  speak  of  the  naturally  or  the  spiritually 
dead,  or  both? 

What  is  said  of  such  as  hear  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  the  voice,”  and  why  is  it  called  the 
“  voice  of  the  Son  of  God  ?” 

26.  Who  hath  life  in  himself? 

T  — 

What  is  the  import  of  this  phrase  ? — Psalm  xw>d,  9  , 
lxvi,  9. 

What  had  the  Son  ? 

For  what  purpose  had  the  Son  this  life  ? 

27.  What  else  had  the  Father  given  to  the  Son* 
Why  had  God  given  him  this  authority? 

What  is  authority  ? 

What  is  meant  by  executing  judgment? 

How  is  his  being  the  Son  of  man  a  reason  why  he  should 
be  appointed  judge  ? — Phil,  ii,  7-10;  Heb.  ii,  8,  9. 

28.  29.  What  did  Jesus  inform  them  was  coming? 
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To  what  does  he  here  refer  ? 

Who  are  meant  by  those  that  are  in  their  graves  ? 

Can  the  dead  hear  ? 

Will  the  same  body  be  raised  as  was  interred  ? — 1  Cor. 
xv,  44. 

What  distinction  is  made  in  the  character  of  the  state  to 
which  men  will  then  be  raised  ? 

What  will  determine  their  future  state  ? 

Will  tbe  state  be  unalterably  fixed? — Matt,  xxv,  46. 


LESSON  XXY. 

John  v,  30-47. 

What  was  the  subject  of  the  last  lesson? 

What  important  doctrine  is  therein  taught  respecting  the 
Father  and  the  Son? 

With  what  peculiar  power  was  the  Son  said  to  be  invested? 

30.  On  what  principle  will  that  judgment  be 
conducted  ? 

What  is  the  import  of  “  I  can,  of  mine  own  self,  do  no¬ 
thing?” 

«  What  is  meant  by  “  as  I  hear?” 

Will  Christ  need  the  testimony  of  any  that  he  may  form 
a. correct  judgment? — John  ii,  25. 

Why,  then,  is  it  said,  “  As  I  hear,  I  judge  ?” 

What  will  Christ  seek  to  do  ? 

In  consequence  of  this  what  will  his  decision  be  ? 

Why  so? 

31.  What  assertion  is  made  in  this  verse? 

What  is  it  to  bear  witness  ? 

Ls  a  man’s  testimony  of  himself  necessarily  false  ? 

What,  then,  is  the  import  of  the  passage  ? 

[Ans.  “  In  law,  a*man’s  testimony  of  himself  is  not  evi¬ 
dence,  and  is  therefore  not  admitted.  This  sense  of  the 
word  often  occurs  in  this  gospel.”] 

What  did  Jesus  claim  to  be  ? 
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32.  Had  Christ  other  testimony  than  his  own  ? 

To  whom  does  Christ  here  refer  ? 

[Ans.  Mr.  Wesley  and  Dr.  Clarke  think,  to  God  the 
Father ;  others  are  of  opinion  he  alludes  to  John  the 
Baptist.] 

What  had  John  testified  of  Christ? — John  iii,  34-36. 
When  did  the  Father  hear  witness  to  him  ? — Matt,  iii,  7 

33.  To  what  did  Joh»  bear  witness  ? 

When?— John  i,  19-27. 

34.  What  did  Christ  say  in  reference  to  this 
testimony  ? 

Why  did  he  not  need  it? — See  verse  36. 

What  object  had  he  in  making  known  these 
truths  ? 

What  deliverance  had  he  in  view? 

35.  What  praise  did  he  bestow  on  John? 

Why  did  he  say  he  was  ?  [Ans.  John  was  now  cast  into 
prison,  and  thus  his  light  extinguished.] 

From  what  is  this  figure  borrowed  ? 

In  what  respect  was  he  a  “  burning  lamp  ?” 

What  is  it  to  shine  ? 

[Note. — Burning  may  refer  to  the  zeal  with  which  John 
executed  his  message ;  and  shining  may  refer  to  the 
clearness  of  the  testimony  which  he  bore  concerning 
Christ.  He  who  wishes  to  save  souls  must  both  burn 
and  shine. —  Olarke. 

How  did  the  Jews  feel  toward  him  for  a  time? 

What  is  here  implied? 

What  is  meant  by  “  a  season  ?” 

86.  What  does  Jesus  say  that  he  had  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  greater  witness  ?” 

What  was  the  testimony  to  which  he  referred  ? 

What  work  had  he  come  into  the  world  to  accomplish? 

37.  By  whom  was  Christ  sent  ? 

Of  what  had  he  borne  witness? — Matt,  iii,  16,  17. 

l 


QUESTIONS  ON  TIIE  GOSPELS.  95 


Had  these  Jews  either  heard  or  seen  God  ? 

Has  any  man  seen  God? — John  i,  18. 

38.  What  bad  they  not  ? 

What  prevented  their  having  it  ? 

What  is  the  word  of  God  ? 

What  is  it  to  “  abide  ?” 

How  may  we  secure  the  abiding  of  God’s  word  with  ns 
Psa.  cxix,  11. 

39.  What  did  Christ  direct  them  to  do  ? 

To  what  Scriptures  did  our  Saviour  allude  ? 

What  is  it  to  “  search  ?” 

Does  it  not  imply  more  than  mere  casual  reading  of  them  1 
1  Pet.  i,  10,  11  ;  James  i,  25. 

Is  it  not  our  duty  also  thus  to  do  ? 

What  praise  is  given  the  Bereans  in  Acts  xvii,  11  ? 
What  are  we  assured  we  have  in  the  Bible ! 
What  do  you  understand  by  this  ? 

Of  whom  do  the  Scriptures  testify  ? 

What  is  here  the  sense  of  testify  ? 

40.  What  does  Jesus  then  say  to  the  Jews? 

What  kind  of  life  is  meant  ? 

Who  is  the  author  of  this  life  ? 

What  is  meant  by  their  not  coming  to  him  ? 

Why  are  sinners  unwilling  to  come  to  Christ? 

If  men  are  lost,  is  it  not  their  own  fault  ? 

41.  From  whom  does  Christ  not  receive  honor  5 

What  does  this  imply  ? 

42.  What  did  he  know  of  the  Jews  ? 

By  what  motives  did  the  Jews  profess  to  be  influenced  in 
their  opposition  to  Christ  ? 

H  they  were  indeed  thus  actuated,  would  they  not  have 
the  approbation  (or  love)  of  God  in  their  hearts  ? 

43.  In  whose  name  had  he  come? 

What  is  meant  by  his  coming  is  his  Father’a  name  1 

Did  they  acknowledge  him  ? 

Whom  would  they  receive  ? 
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44.  Of  whom  did  they  seek  honor  ? 

What  honor  ought  they  to  have  sought  ? 

What  did  their  conduct  in  this  respect  hinder  ? 

What  is  to  be  understood  by  their  “  receiving  honor  one 

of  another?” 

How  did  this  prevent  their  believing  on  him  ? 

'Will  not  the  love  of  any  thing  or  creature  more  than  God 
have  a  like  effect? 

What  is  meant  by  the  honor  which  cometh  from  God  ? 

What  is  said  of  the  favor  of  God  in  Psa.  xn,  5  ? 

45.  What  does  our  Saviour  here  say  to  them  ? 

Who  does  accuse  them  ? 

Of  what  does  Moses  accuse  them  ? 

What  is  the  import  of  this  verse  ? 

TNote. — “  Our  Lord  here  cautions  them  against  supposing 
that  he  only  would  accuse  them  to  the  Father  for  their 
infidelity;  for  as  Moses  had  written  of  him,  and  they 
refused  to  believe  on  him,  even  Moses  would  accuse 
them  as  guilty  of  disbelieving  his  writings.”] 

46.  Had  they  really  believed  Moses,  what  would 
have  been  the  consequence  •? 

Is  not  the  argument  irresistible? 

47.  What  does  he  say  in  conclusion? 

Was  there  any  necessitating  cause  to  prevent  their  be¬ 
lieving  ? 

What  is  the  sense  of  the  latter  clause  of  this  verse  ? 


LESSON  XXYI. 

Where  did  the  events  narrated  in  the  last  lesson  take  place  1 
With  what  serious  crime  did  the  Jews  charge  Christ? 
How  did  he  clear  himself  from  it  ? 

On  what  ground  did  he  justify  himself? 

Whom  did  he  assert  himself  to  be  ? 

To  what  did  he  appeal  in  support  of  his  claims? 
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I, uke  vi,  1. 

1.  What  circumstance  is  here  narrated  ? 

When  was  this  ? 

What  time  is  meant  by  “  the  second  Sabbath  after  the 
first  ?” 

(Note. — On  the  14th  of  the  month  Nisan  the  paschal  lamb 
was  killed;  the  15th  of  the  same  month  was  the  first 
day  of  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread,  and  was  com¬ 
manded  to  be  kept  as  a  Sabbath,  no  servile  work  being 
allowed  on  that  day.  On  the  16th,  a  ripe  sheaf  of  bar¬ 
ley  was  offered  as  the  first  fruits  of  the  harvest,  and 
seven  full  neelcs  from  this  day  brought  the  pentecost. 
The  Sabbath  in  the  first  of  these  seven  weeks  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  the  one  here  spoken  of;  and  it  might  be 
called  the  “  second-first  Sabbath,”  because  it  was  the 
first  ordinary  Sabbath  of  the  seven  between  the  feasts 
of  the  passover  and. pentecost,  but  the  second  Sabbath 
in  regard  to  the  extraordinary  one  of  the  15th  of  Nisan.] 

What  did  his  disciples  do  ? 

What  is  here  meant  by  corn ?  [Aus.  Probably  barley.'] 

Why  did  they  pluck  this  grain? — Matt,  xii,  1. 

Where  was  Christ  at  this  time  ?  [Ans.  Probably  passing 
through  Galilee.] 

Had  they  any  right  to  take  this  corn  ? — Deut.  xxiii,  25. 


Matt,  xii,  2-8. 

2.  Who  noticed  this  act  of  the  disciples? 

Who  were  they? — See  Appendix. 

What  complaint  did  they  make  to  Christ  ? 

3,  4.  How  did  he  justify  his  disciples  ? 

Where  is  the  account  recorded? — 1  Sam.  xxi,  1-8. 

Into  what  house  is  David  here  said  to  have 
entered  ? 

What  did  he  there  do? 

Vot.  L— 7 
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What  building  is  meant  by  “  the  house  of  God  ?” 

Where  was  the  tabernacle  at  this  time  ? — 1  Sam.  xxi,  1, 

Can  you  describe  the  place  ? — See  Appendix. 

What  bread  is  meant  by  the  “show-bread?” — See  Lev 
xxiv,  5-9. 

Who  is  said  in  Mark  ii,  26,  to  have  been  high  priest  ai 
this  time  ? 

How  do  you  reconcile  this  with  the  account  in  1  Sam, 
xxi,  1  ? 

[Note. — Abiathar  was  not  [might  not  have  been]  high 
priest  at  that  time  ;  but  the  expression  may  easily 
signify  in  the  days  of  Abiathar,  who  was  afterward  high 
priest.  Or,  probably,  both  Ahimelech  and  Abiathar 
might  officiate  in  the  high  priesthood,  and  the  name 
of  the  office  be  indifferently  applied  to  either. — Home.'] 

5  What  other  question  does  the  Saviour  put  to 
the  Pharisees  ? 

To  what  is  the  question  equivalent? 

What  is  here  meant  by  “  profaning  the  Sabbath  ?” 

Did  the  divine  law  enjoin  this  ? — Num.  xxviii,  9. 

6.  What  does  Christ  declare  himself  to  be  ? 

What  is  the  import  of  this  ? 

[Note. — The  Jews  esteemed  nothing  greater  than  the 
temple,  except  that  God  who  was  worshiped  in  it. — 
Clarke.  If,  therefore,  the  Sabbath  must  give  way  to 
the  temple,  much  more  must  it  give  way  to  Christ. — 
Wesley.] 

'7.  Of  what  does  Jesus  accuse  them  ? 

Where  is  the  substance  of  this  declaration  recorded  ?— 
Hos.  vi,  6. 

What  does  it  imply? 

If  they  had  rightly  understood  and  obeyed  the 
divine  law,  what  would  they  not  have  done  ? 

Whom  does  Christ  mean  by  “  the  guiltless  ?” 

Of  what  were  the  disciples  guiltless  ? 

For  whose  benefit  was  the  Sabbath  appointed? — Mark 
ii,  27. 
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Will  this  expression  justify  any  one  in  using  the  day  fol 
common  purposes  ? 

How  ought  it  to  be  observed  ? 

8.  What  important  declaration  does  Christ  then 
make  ? 

What  does  this  imply  ? 


LESSON  XXYII. 

Matt,  xil,  9-21. 

With  what  crime  were  Christ’s  disciples  charged  in  th 
last  lesson? 

Were  they  really  guilty  of  profaning  the  Sabbath  ? 

How  did  Christ  vindicate  them? 

What  did  he  declare  the  Jews  to  be  ignorant  of? 

Why  should  we  be  merciful  ? 

9.  After  having  justified  his  disciples  in  the 
transaction  noticed  above,' what  did  Jesus  do? 

Into  what  place  did  he  enter? — See  Mark  iii,  1. 

[For  an  account  of  the  synagogue  worship,  etc.,  see  Ap¬ 
pendix.] 

At  what  time  was  this  ? — Luke  vi,  6. 

In  what  capacity  did  he  enter  the  synagogue  ? — Luka 
vi,  6. 

10.  Who  is  particularly  named  as  being  pres¬ 
ent? 

What  q  restion  did  they  put  to  Jesus  ? 

What  motive  influenced  them  to  put  this  ques¬ 
tion  ? 

What  is  meant  by  his  hand  being  “  withered?” 

Which  hand  or  arm  was  this  ? — Luke  vi,  6. 

How  did  the  scribes  and  Pharisees  act  ? — Luke  vi,  7. 

What  is  the  full  import  of  the  expression  ? 

What  did  they  wish  to  see  ? 
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What  does  Luke  say  that  Jesus  knew  ? — Luke  vi,  8. 

What  did  he  direct  the  man  to  do ? 

Did  the  man  comply? 

Is  it  not  likely  that  they  expected  he  would  heal  the  man? 

What  question  did  Jesus  ask  of  them  ? — Luke  vi,  9. 

What,  probably,  is  the  import  of  this  question  ? 

If  these  Pharisees  had  succeeded  in  fheir  design  of  find 
ing  an  accusation  against  Jesus,  to  what  punishment 
would  he  have  been  exposed? — Exod.  xxxi,  14,  15. 

Why,  suppose  you,  did  they  not  answer? 

11.  What  question  does  Jesus  put  to  them  ? 

What  is  the  direction  of  the  law  in  this  case  ? — Deut 

xxii,  4. 

12.  What  does  he  say  in  the  first  clause  of  this 
verse  ? 

What  does  that  imply  ? 

What  inference  is  then  drawn  ? 

How  did  the  Saviour  then  regard  them,  according  to 
Mark  iii,  5  ? 

What  do  you  understandby  this  anger? 

At  what  was  he  indignant? 

What  more  tender  emotion  was  mixed  with  his  indigna¬ 
tion  ? 

What  caused  this  grief  ? 

13.  What  command  did  Christ  then  give  to  the 
paralytic  ? 

Did  he  comply  ? 

What  was  the  consequence  ? 

Is  it  probable  that  the  man’s  arm  would  have  been  “  re¬ 
stored  whole”  if  he  had  not  obeyed  Christ’s  direction  ? 

How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  the  man  stretched 
forth  a  limb  that  had  been  utterly  useless? 

When  was  that  power  communicated  ? 

Of  what  may  this  be  regarded  as  an  illustration  ? 

14.  Who  then  went  out? 

How  were  they  affected  by  this  exhibition  of  Christ’* 
goodness  and  power? — Luke  vi,  11. 
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What  did  they  do? — Compare  Luke  vi,  11,  with  Mark 
iii,  6,  and  Matt,  xii,  14. 

Who  were  the  Herodians? 

What  effect  ought  this  account  to  have  on  us  ? 

15.  When  Jesus  knew  this  what  did  he  do? 

Whither  did  he  go  ? — Mark  iii,  7. 

What  sea  is  meant  ? 

Is  it  not  sometimes  a  matter  of  duty  to  withdraw  from  , 
persecution  ? 

Who  followed  him  ? 

Whence  did  these  people  come? — Mark  iii,  7,  8. 

What  direction  did  he  give  to  hi  disciples  ? — Mark  iii,  9. 
What  cause  is  given  for  so  many  pressing  on  him  ? 

What  did  he  do  for  them  ? 

Who  are  particularly  mentioned  by  Mark  (chap,  iii,  11) 
as  being  subject  to  him  ? 

Whom  did  they  declare  him  to  be  ? 

16.  What  charge  did  Jesus  give  them? 

17.  Why  was  this  done? 

Who  is  meant  by  Esaias  ? 

18.  What  had  Isaiah  said  ? 

Why  is  Christ  called  a  “servant?” — Phil,  ii,  7,  8. 

What  may  we  learn  from  the  humiliation  of  Christ  ? 

What  is  here  meant  by  “  show  judgment?”  [Ans.  Pro¬ 
claim  the  gospel. —  Wealey  and  Clarice .] 

19.  20.  What  should  he  not  do? 

What  is  implied  in  this  ? 

[Note.- — He  shall  not  be  contentious,  noisy,  or  ostenta¬ 
tious. —  Wesley  7\ 

What  is  said  in  the  20th  verse? 

Of  what  is  the  “  reed”  an  emblem  ? 

Prom  what  is  the  figure  of  the  “  smoking  flax”  borrowed  ? 
What  do  these  images  denote  ? 

What  is  implied  in  the  declaration  that  Christ  would  noi 
“  break.”  the  one  or  “  quench”  the  other  ? 
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21.  What  is  here  said  of  the  Gentiles  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “  name  ?” 

What  is  it  to  “  trust  ?” 

What  benefit  flows  from  thus  trusting  in  Christ  ? —  4cts 
xvi,  31. 

Is  there  any  other  way  of  salvation? — Mark  xvi,  16; 
Acts  vi,  12. 

Is  there  redemption  in  Christ  for  all  ? — 2  Pet.  iii,  9. 

,Are  you  saved  ? 
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GEOGRAPHICAL  NOTIOE  OF  PLACES  EEFEEEED  TO  IS 
THIS  VOLUME,  CIUEFLY  TAKEN  FEOM  HOENE. 

PROVINCES. 

Is  the  time  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Holy  Land  was  divided 
into  five  separate  provinces,  namely,  Galilee,  Samaria, 
Judea,  Perea,  and  Idumea. 

I.  Galilee. — This  portion  of  the  Holy  Land  is  very 
frequently  mentioned  in  the  New  Testament :  its  limits 
seem  to  have  varied  at  different  times.  It  comprised  the 
country  formerly  occupied  by  the  tribes  of  Issachar, 
Naphtali,  and  Asher,  and  by  part  of  the  tribe  of  Dan  ;  and 
is  divided  by  Josephus  into  Upper  and  Lower  Galilee. 

Upper  Galilee  abounded  in  mountains;  and  from  its 
vicinity  to  the  cities  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  it  is  called  the 
coasts  of  Tyre  and  Sidon.  Mark  vii,  31.  The  principal 
city  in  this  region  was  Cesarea  Philippi,  through  which 
(he  main  road  lay  to  Damascus,  Tyre,  and  Sidon. 

Lower  Galilee  was  situated  in  a  rich  and  fertile  plain, 
between  the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  the  Lake  of  Gennesac 
reth;  according  to  Josephus,  this  district  was  very  popu¬ 
lous,  containing  upward  of  two  hundred  cities  and  towns. 
The  principal  cities  of  Lower  Galilee  mentioned  in  the 
New  Testament,  are  TiOerias,  Chorazin,  Bethsaida,  Naza¬ 
reth,  Cana,  Capernaum,  Nain,  Cesarea  of  Palestine,  and 
Ptolemais. 

Galilee  of  the  Nation »,  or,  of  the  Gentiles,  mentioned  in 
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Isa.  ix,  1,  and  Matt,  iv,  15,  is  by  some  commentators  sup* 
posed  to  be  Upper  Galilee,' either  because  it  bordered  on 
Tyre  and  Sidon,  or  because  the  Phenicians,  Syrians,  Arabs, 
etc.,  were  to  be  found  among  its  inhabitants.  Others, 
however,  with  better  reason,  suppose  that  the  whole  of  Gali¬ 
lee  is  intended,  and  is  so  called  because  it  lay  adjacent  to 
idolatrous  nations. 

H.  Samakia. — The  division  of  the  Holy  Land  thus  denom¬ 
inated  derives  its  name  from  the  city  of  Samaria,  and 
comprises  the  tract  of  country  which  was  originally  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  two  tribes  of  Ephraim  and  Manasseh  within  [or 
west  of]  Jordan,  lying  exactly  in  the  middle  between  Judea 
and  Galilee ;  so  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  per¬ 
sons  who  were  desirous  of  going  expeditiously  from  Gali¬ 
lee  to  Jerusalem,  to  pass  through  this  country.  This  suffi¬ 
ciently  explains  the  remark  of  St.  John,  chap,  iv,  4.  The 
three  chief  places  of  this  district,  noticed  in  the  Scriptures, 
are  Samaria,  Shechem  or  Sychar,  and  Antipatris. 

III.  Judea. — Of  the  various  districts  into  which  Pales¬ 
tine  was  divided  Judea  was  the  most  distinguished.  It 
comprised  the  territories  which  had  formerly  belonged  to 
the  tribes  of  Benjamin,  Simeon,  and  to  part  of  the  tribe 
of  Dan  ;  being  nearly  coextensive  with  the  ancient  king¬ 
dom  of  Judah.  Its  metropolis  was  Jerusalem. 

IV.  Pebea. — This  name  does  not  occur  in  Scripture.  It 
is  a  Greek  word,  and  signifies  leyond,  and  was  applied  to 
the  country  beyond  or  east  of  Jordan.  The  district  of 
Perea  comprised  the  six  cantons  of  Abilene,  Trachonitis, 
Iturea,  Gaulonitis,  Batanea,  and  Perea,  strictly  so  called, 
to  which  some  geographers  have  added  Decapolis. 

I.  Abilene  was  the  most  northern  of  these  provinces, 
being  situated  between  the  mountains  of  Libanus  and 
Anti-Libanus,  and  deriving  its  name  from  Abila,  or  Abela. 
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It  is  supposed  to  have  been  within  the  tribe  of  Naplitali, 
although  it  was  never  subdued  by  them. 

2.  Trachonitw,  Luke  iii,  1,  was  bounded  by  the  Desert 
of  Arabia  on  the  east,  Batanea  on  the  west,  Iturea  on  the 
south,  and  the  country  of  Damascus  on  the  north.  It 
abounded  with  rock3,  which  afforded  shelter  to  numerous 
robbers. 

3.  Iturea  anciently  belonged  to  the  half  tribe  of  Manas- 
seh  which  settled  on  the  east  of  Jordan ;  it  stood  to  the 
east  of  Batanea,  and  to  the  south  of  Trachonitis.  Of  these 
two  cantons  Philip,  the  son  of  Herod  the  Great,  was  te- 
trarch  at  the  time  that  John  the  Baptist  commenced  his 
ministry.  Luke  iii,  1.  It  derives  its  name  from  Jetur,  the 
son  of  Ishmael,  1  Chron,  i,  31,  and  was  also  called  Aura- 
nitis,  from  the  city  Hauran.  Ezek.  xlvii,  16,  18.  This 
region  [still]  exhibits  vestiges  of  its  former  fertility,  and 
Is  most  beautifully  wooded  and  picturesque. 

4  and  5.  Oauionitie  and  Batanea  are  not  mentioned  in 
the  New  Testament. 

6.  Perea,  in  its  restricted  sense,  includes  the  southern 
part  of  the  country  beyond  Jordan,  lying  south  of  Iturea, 
east  of  Judea  and  Samaria  ;  and  was  anciently  possessed 
by  the  two  tribes  of  Reuben  and  Gad.  Its  principal  place 
was  the  strong  fortress  of  Macherus.  This  fortress, 
though  not  specified  by  name  in  the  New  Testament,  is/ 
memorable  as  the  place  where  John  the  Baptist  was  put 
to  death.  Matt,  xiv,  3-12. 

7.  The  canton  of  Decapolis,  Matt,  iv,  25  ;  Mark  v,  20 ; 
vii,  31,  which  derives  its  name  from  the  ten  cities  it  con¬ 
tained,  deca  signifying  ten,  and  polie,  city,  is  considered  by 
Reland  and  other  eminent  authorities  as  part  of  the 
region  of  Perea.  Concerning  its  limits,  and  the  names 
of  its  ten  cities,  geographers  are  by  no  means  agreed1 
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but,  according  to  Josephus,  (whose  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  country  constitutes  him  an  unexceptionable  author¬ 
ity,)  it  contained  the  cities  of  Damascus,  Otopas,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Raphana,  Scythopolis,  (the  capital  of  the  district,) 
Gadara,  Hippos,  Dios,  Pella,  and  Gerasa. 

V.  Idumea. — Phis  province  was  added  by  the  Romans, 
on  their  conquest  of  Palestine.  It  comprised  the  extrema 
southern  part  of  Judea,  together  with  some  small  part  of 
Arabia. 

At  present  Palestine  does  not  form  a  distinct  country. 
The  Turks  include  it  in  Syria,  and  have  divided  it  into 
governments  called  pachalics.  “  That  of  Acre  extends 
from  Djebail  nearly  to  Jaffa  ;  that  of  Gaza  comprehends 
Jaffa  and  all  the  adjacent  plains;  and  these  two  being 
now  united,  all  the  coast  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Pacha  of  Acre.  J erusalem,  Hebron,  Nablous,  Tiberias,  and, 
in  fact,  the  greater  part  of  Palestine,  are  included  in  the 
pachalic  of  Damascus,  now  held  in  conjunction  with  that 
of  Aleppo,  which  renders  the  present  pacha,  in  effect,  the 
viceroy  of  Syria.” 


CITIES  AND  TOWNS. 

BETHABABA, 

The  place  of  the  ford  or  passage,  i.  e.,  of  the  Jordan 
It  is  mentioned  John  i,  28,  where  the  best  manuscripts, 
the  Vulgate,  Saxon,  and  both  the  Syriac  versions,  read 
Bethania.  The  reading  Bethabara  seems  to  have  arisen 
from  the  mere  conjecture  of  Origen,  who,  in  traveling 
through  that  region,  found  no  such  place  as  Bethania,  but 
saw  a  town  called  Bethabara,  and  therefore  changed  the 
common  reading. 
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BETHANY, 

A  village  on  the  eastern  side  of  Jordan,  where  John  6ap- 
tized,  John  i,  28.  Its  exact  position  is  not  known.  See 
fiethabara. 


BETHLEHEM, 

Now  called  Beit  Lahhm,  was  a  city  about  six  miles  south¬ 
west  from  Jerusalem  ;  it  was  formerly  called  Ephrath  or 
Ephratah,  Gen.  xxxv,  19 ;  Mic.  v,  2.  It  was  a  city  in 
the  time  of  Boaz,  Ruth  iii,  11.  In  Matt,  ii,  1,  it  is  called 
Bethlehem  of  Judea,  to  distinguish  it  from  another  town 
of  the  same  name  in  the  tribe  of  Zebulon,  Josh,  xix,  15. 
In  Luke  ii,  4,  it  is  called  the  city  of  David,  because  David 
was  born  and  educated  there ;  compare  John  vii,  42,  with 
1  Sam.  xvi,  1,  18.  This  city,  though,not  considerable  for 
its  extent  or  riches,  is  of  great  dignity  as  the  appointed 
birthplace  of  the  Messiah,  Matt,  ii,  6  ;  Luke  ii,  6-15 ;  it 
is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  brow  of  an  eminence,  in  a 
very  fertile  soil,  which  only  needs  cultivation  to  render  it 
what  the  name  Bethlehem  imports — the  house  of  bread. 
Between  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  when  the  soil  is  cultivated, 
vines,  figs,  and  olives  appear  to  grow  in  great  luxuriance. 
Bethlehem  is  said  to  contain  from  a  thousand  to  fifteen 
hundred  inhabitants,  who  are  almost  wholly  Christians, 
and  are  a  bold,  fierce  race  of  men,  of  whom  both  Turks  and 
Arabs  stand  in  awe.  On  the  northeastern  side  of  it  is  a 
deep  valley,  where  tradition  says  that  the  angels  appeared 
to  the  shepherds  when  they  announced  the  glad  tidings  of 
our  Saviour’s  birth,  Luke  ii,  8-14  ;  and  in  this  valley  Dr. 
E.  Clarke  halted  at  the  identical  fountain  for  whose  deli- 
cions  water  David  longed,  2  Sam.  xxiii,  15-18.  Of  the  vari¬ 
ous  pretended  holy  places  which  are  here  shown  to  Chris* 
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tians,  the  cave  of  the  nativity  is  the  only  spot  verified  by 
tradition  from  the  earliest' ages  of  Christianity.  Between 
one  and  two  miles  from  this  place,  on  the  road  to  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  is  a  spot  said  to  be  the  site  of  Rachel’s  tomb,  Gen. 
xxxv,  19,  20,  which  is  now  covered  by  a  small  square 
Mohammedan  building,  surmounted  by  a  dome,  and  re¬ 
sembling  in  its  exterior  the  tombs  of  saints  and  sheiks  in 
Arabia  and  Egypt. 

BETHSAIDA, 

A  city  beyond  Jordan,  on  the  coast  of  the  Sea  of  Tiberias, 
near  the  place  where  the  river  enters  that  sea.  It  was  ori¬ 
ginally  a  village,  and  was  enlarged  into  a  city  and  beautified 
by  Philip  the  tetrarch,  who  called  it  Julia,  in  honor  of  the 
emperor’s  daughter.  It  was  the  residence  [probably  the 
birthplace]  of  the  aptstles  Philip,  Andrew,  and  Peter,  John 
i,  44.  At  present  it  exists  in  little  more  than  the  name. 

[Mr.  Watson  supposes  that  the  reason  why  John  says 
Philip  belonged  to  Bethsaida  of  Galilee,  John  xii,  21,  is, 
that  this  place  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  government 
of  Galilee,  and  was  still  popularly  so  designated.] 

CANA, 

A  small  town  of  Galilee,  in  the  tribe  of  Zebulon,  about 
six  and  a  half  miles  north  or  northeast  of  Nazareth.  It 
is  still  a  neat,  though  poor  village. 

CAPERNAUM, 

A  town  of  Galilee,  situated  on  the  coast  of  the  lake  of 
Gennesareth,  on  the  borders  of  the  tract  occupied  by  the 
tribes  of  Zebulon  and  Naphtali  This  place  is  celebrated 
for  the  many  mighty  works  done  and  discourses  delivered 
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by  oar  Saviour,  which  brought  a  heavy  wo  upon  the  in¬ 
habitants  for  their  infidelity,  Matt,  xi,  23.  In  the  vicinity 
of  this  town  or  city  our  Lord  delivered  his  admirable  ser¬ 
mon  ;  and  near  it,  also,  was  the  custom  house  at  which 
Matthew,  the  publican,  was  sitting  when  Jesus  called  him 
to  the  apostleship,  Mark  ii,  14.  Here  the  Jews  had  a 
synagogue,  Mark  i,  23,  Luke  iv,  33,  as  the  Christians  after¬ 
ward  had  a  church.  Mr.  Buckingham,  in  1817,  found  vari¬ 
ous  remains  of  some  ancient  settlement  in  its  vicinity ; 
but  in  1823  scarcely  a  relic  remained  to  attest  its  former 
existence.  Recent  travelers  describe  the  appearance  of 
the  Lake  of  Gennesareth  from  Capernaum  as  singularly 
grand  and  impressive. 


HEBKOlf, 

Anciently  called  Arba,  and  Kirjath-Arba,  was  situated  on 
an  eminence,  twenty  miles  south  of  Jerusalem,  and  twenty 
miles  north  of  Beersheba.  Abraham,  Sarah,  Isaac,  Re¬ 
becca,  Jacob,  and  Leah,  were  buried  near  Hebron,  in  the 
cave  of  Machpelah,  Gen.  xxiii,  17-19 ;  xxv,  9,  10 ;  xlix, 
29-33  ;  1,  12,  13.  Near  this  place  was  the  oak  or  turpen¬ 
tine  tree  under  which  Abraham  entertained  three  angels, 
Gen.  xviii,  1.  Hebron  was  allotted  to  Judah.  It  was  ap¬ 
pointed  for  a  dwelling  of  the  priests,  and  a  city  of  refuge. 
David,  after  the  death  of  Saul,  settled  the  seat  of  his  king¬ 
dom  here.  At  Hebron  Absalom  began  his  rebellion.  Here 
Zacharias  and  Elizabeth  resided,  and  John  the  Baptist 
was  born.  It  is  described  in  1823  as  being  a  large  town, 
with  a  Turkish  mosque  erected  over  the  supposed  burial- 
place  of  the  patriarchs.  It  contains  from  a  thousand  to 
twelve  hundred  inhabitants,  and  has  some  manufacture! 
of  glass. 
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JERUSALEM 

Is  frequently  styled  in  the  Scriptures  the  Holy  City,  Isa, 
xlviii,  2,  Dan.  is,  24,  Matt,  iv,  5,  because  “  the  Lord  chose 
it  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  place  his  name  there,” 
his  temple  and  his  worship,  Deut.  xii,  5 ;  and  to  be  the 
center  of  union  in  religion  and  government  for  all  the 
tribes  of  the  commonwealth  of  Israel.  Being  situated  on 
the  confines  of  the  two  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin, 
Jerusalem  sometimes  formed  a  part  of  the  one  and  some¬ 
times  of  the  other ;  but,  after  Jehovah  had  appointed  it 
to  be  the  place  of  his  habitation  and  temple,  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  the  metropolis  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  tlie  com¬ 
mon  property  of  the  children  of  Israel.  On  this  account 
it  was  that  the  houses  were  not  let,  and  all  strangers  of 
the  Jewish  nation  had  the  liberty  of  lodging  there  gratis, 
by  right  of  hospitality.  To  this  custom  our  Lord  proba¬ 
bly  alludes  in  Matt,  xxvi,  18,  and  the  parallel  passages. 

The  name  of  the  whole  mountain,  on  the  several  hills 
and  hollows  of  which  the  city  stood,  was  called  Moriah,  or 
vision,  because  it  was  high  land,  and  could  be  seen  afai 
off,  especially  from  the  south,  Gen.  xxii,  2-4 ;  but  after 
ward  that  name  was  appropriated  to  the  most  elevated 
part  on  which  the  temple  was  erected,  and  where  Jehovah 
appeared  to  David,  2  Chron.  iii,  1.  This  mountain  was  a 
rocky  limestone  hill,  steep  of  ascent  on  every  side  except 
the  north,  and  is  surrounded  on  the  other  sides  by  a  group 
of  hills  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheater,  Psa.  cxxv,  2, 
which  situation  rendered  it  secure  from  the  earthquakes 
that  appear  to  have  been  frequent  in  the  Holy  Land,  Psa. 
xlvi,  2,  3,  and  have  furnished  the  prophets  with  many 
elegant  allusions.  On  the  east  stands  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
fronting  the  temple,  of  which  it  commanded  a  noble  protr 
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pect,  Matt,  xxiv,  2,  3  ;  Luke  xix,  37-41,  as  it  does  to  this 
day  of  the  whole  city,  over  whose  streets  and  walls  the  eye 
roves  as  if  in  the  survey  of  a  model.  This  mountain, 
which  is  frequently  noticed  in  the  evangelical  history, 
stretches  from  north  to  south,  and  is  about  a  mile  in 
length.  The  olive  is  still  found  growing  in  patches  at  its 
foot.  Its  summit  commands  a  view  as  far  as  the  Dead 
Sea  and  the  mountains  beyond  Jordan.  On  the  descent 
of  this  mountain  our  Saviour  stood,  when  he  beheld  tho 
city  and  w£pt  over  it,  Luke  xix,  41-44. 

On  the  south  side  stood  the  Mount  of  Corruption, 
where  Solomon,  in  his  declining  years,  built  temples  to 
Moloch,  Chemosh,  and  Ashtaroth,  1  Kings  xi,  7  ;  2  Kings 
xxiii,  13  ;  it  was  separated  from  the  city  by  the  narrow 
valley  of  Hinnom,  where  the  Israelites  burned  their  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  fire  to  Moloch,  thence  called  Tophet,  and 
made  the  emblem  of  hell,  Matt,  v,  22 ;  Mark  ix,  43. 

Toward  the  north,  according  to  Eusebius  and  Jerome, 
and  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  agreeably  to  the  law 
of  Moses,  Lev.  iv,  lay  Calvary  or  Golgotha,  that  is,  the 
place  of  a  skull,  Matt,  xxvii,  33,  so  called,  according  to 
some,  from  its  fancied  resemblance  to  a  skull,  but  more 
probably  because  criminals  were  executed  there.  Calvary, 
which  now  groans  beneath  the  weight  of  monastic  piles, 
was  probably  open  ground,  cultivated  for  gardens,  John 
xix,  41,  at  the  time  when  He,  “  who  suffered  without  tho 
gate,”  Heb.  xii,  12,  there  “poured  out  his  soul  unto 
death.’' 

The  southern  quarter,  originally  the  “  city  of  David,” 
built  on  Mount  Zion,  Josephus  calls  the  upper  city  ;  and 
the  house  of  Millo  was  what  he  calls  the  upper  market. 

We  have  no  particulars  concerning  the  nature  of  the 
fortifications  of  Jerusalem  previously  to  the  time  of  Neha 
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miah  ;  though  such  there  undoubtedly  must  have  been, 
from  the  importance  and  sanctity  of  the  city.  After  the 
return  of  the  Jews  from  the  Babylonish  captivity,  they  re¬ 
built  Jerusalem,  and  in  the  account  of  the  rebuilding  of 
the  vails  ten  gates  are  enumerated,  namely,  three  on  the 
south,  four  on  the  east,  and  three  on  the  western  side  of 
the  wall.  It  was  near  to  one  of  these  gates  on  the  south 
side,  that  the  pool  of  Bethesda,  John  v,  was  situated. 

According  to  Josephus,  the  circumference  of  Jerusalem, 
previous  to  its  siege  and  destruction  by  the  Romans,  was 
thirty-three  furlongs,  or  nearly  four  and  a  half  miles.  A 
late  traveler  (Mr.  Jolliffe)  states  that  the  circumference 
of  the  city  cannot  at  present  exceed  three  miles. 

During  the  time  of  Jesus  Christ  Jerusalem  was  adorned 
with  numerous  edifices,  both  sacred  and  civil.  But  its 
chief  glory  was  the  temple,  which  magnificent  structure 
occupied  the  northern  and  lower  top  of  Sion,  as  we  learn 
from  the  Psalmist,  “  Beautiful  for  situation,  the  joy  (or 
delight)  of  the  whole  earth,  is  Mount  Sion.  On  her  north 
side  is  the  city  of  the  great  king.”  Psa.  xlviii,  2.  This 
city  was  captured  four  times  without  being  destroyed,  but 
was  entirely  destroyed  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  again  by 
Titus. 

The  modern  city  of  Jerusalem  contains  within  its  walla 
several  of  the  hills  on  which  the  ancient  city  stood,  but 
they  are  only  perceptible  by  the  ascent  and  descent  of  the 
streets.  When  seen  from  the  Mount  of  Olives,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  it  presents  an  in¬ 
clined  plane,  descending  from  west  to  east.  Imposing, 
however,  as  the  appearance  of  Jerusalem  is  when  viewed 
from  that  mountain,  the  illusion  vanishes  on  entering  the 
town.  All  the  streets  are  wretchedness,  and  the  houses 
of  the  Jews,  more  especially,  are  as  dunghilis.  “  From 
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tbe  daughter  of  Zion  all  her  beauty  is  departed.”  Lam.  i,  6. 
I'he  finest  section  of  the  city  is  that  inhabited  by  the 
Armenians ;  in  the  other  quarters  the  streets  are  much 
narrower,  being  scarcely  wide  enough  to  admit  three 
camels  to  stand  abreast.  In  the  western  quarter,  and  in 
the  center  of  Jerusalem,  toward  Calvary,  the  low  and  ill- 
built  houses  stand  very  close  together  ;  but  in  the  eastern 
part,  along  the  brook  Kedron,  the  eye  perceives  vacant 
spaces,  and  among  the  rest  that  which  surrounds  the 
moaaue  erected  by  the  Khalif  Omar,  A.  D.  637,  on  the  site 
of  the  temple,  and  the  nearly  deserted  spot  where  once 
stood  the  tower  of  Antonia  and  the  second  palace  of  Herod. 

The  modern  population  of  Jerusalem  is  variously  ^esti- 
uia  ti  by  different  travelers.  Captain  Light,  who  visited 
the  dty  in  1811,  estimated  it  at  twelve  thousand.  Mr. 
Ba  >ia?ha»  who  was  there  in  1816,  from  the  best  infor- 
mrtion  he  could  procure  states  that  the  fixed  residents 
(r  >ore  than  one  half  of  whom  are  Mohammedans)  are  about 
eiyht  thousand  ;  but  the  continual  arrival  and  departure  of 
Strangers  make  the  total  number  of  persons  present  in  the 
city  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  generally,  according  to 
♦he  season  of  the  year.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Jowett,  in  1823, 
estimated  the  resident  population  at  twelve  thousand. 

NAZARETH, 

A  small  city  of  Galilee,  celebrated  as  having  been  the 
»lace  where  our  Saviour  was  educated,  and  whence  he 
was  called  a  Nazarene,  Matt,  ii,  23.  In  the  time  of  Christ 
it  did  not  possess  the  best  of  characters,  John  i,  46. 
Nazareth,  which  is  at  present  called  Nassara,  stands  on 
the  side  of  a  barron  rocky  eminence,  or  hill,  facing  the 
southeast,  which  is  environed  by  mountains.  It  was 
from  this  hill,  which  overlooks  the  town,  the  inhabitants 
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would  have  precipitated  him  headlong.  Luke  iv,  29.  Ia 
1827  the  population  amounted  to  about  two  thousand 
persons,  principally  Christians. 

NOB, 

A  city  of  Benjamin  or  Ephraim,  not  far  from  Diospolis, 
Allotted  to  the  priests.  When  David  was  driven  away  by 
Saul,  he  came  to  Nob,  the  priests  of  which  city  were  slain 
by  Saul,  1  Sam.  xxii,  9,  17-19,  for  relieving  the  distresses 
of  David  and  his  men. 

KAMA,  KAMAH,  KAMATHAIM, 

Was  .a  town  in  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  about  thirty  milt « 
north  of  Jerusalem  ;  it  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  Old 
Testament.  As  it  stood  in  a  pass  between  the  kingdoms 
of  Israel  and  Judah,  Baasha,  king  of  Israel,  seized  it,  and 
began  to  fortify  it,  to  prevent  his  subjects  passing  that 
way  into  the  kingdom  of  Judah.  1  Kings  xv,  17,  21. 
Here  Nebuzaradan,  the  Chaldean  general,  disposed  of 
[rather  collected]  his  Jewish  prisoners  after  their  capital 
was  taken,  which  occasioned  a  great  lamentation  among 
the  daughters  of  Rachel.  Buckingham’s  Travels  contains 
a  fine  description  of  this  Rama. — Home. 

It  is  contended  by  some  eminent  writers  that  the  Rama 
above  mentioned  i3  not  the  one  alluded  to  by  Jeremiah 
and  Matthew.  Matt,  ii,  18.  They  say  it  was  a  city  of 
Benjamin,  between  Gaba  and  Bethel,  toward  the  mount¬ 
ains  of  Ephraim,  six  miles  north  from  Jerusalem,  and  ob 
the  road  from  Samaria  to  that  city.  Baasha,  king  of  Israel, 
caused  it  to  be  fortified,  to  obstruct  that  passage  from  the 
land  of  Judah  into  that  of  Israel.  This  is  probably  the 
Ramatha  or  Ramathaim-Zophim  of  the  prophet  Samuel. 
1  Sam.  i,  1,  19 ;  ii,  11,  etc.  It  was  on  the  frontiers  of 
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Ephraim  and  Benjamin;  and  frontier  cities  are  often  in¬ 
habited  by  both  tribes.  It  is  also  very  probable  that 
Jeremiah  speaks  of  this  Hama  when  he  says,  chap,  xl, 
Nebuzaradan,  who  commanded  the  Chaldean  army,  having 
found  him  among  the  captives  at  Rama,  whither  they  had 
been  all  brought,  set  him  at  liberty.  Of  the  same  place 
he  explains  the  prophecy,  chap,  xxxi,  15-17,  in  which  the 
Lord  comforts  Rachel,  on  account  of  the  taking  her  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ephraim  and  Manasseh  into  captivity. 

It  is  impossible  to  place  any  dependence  on  the  antiquity 
of  the  tomb  now  shown  us  as  that  of  Rachel,  near  Bethle¬ 
hem.  It  stands  within  six  or  seven  paces  of  the  field  of 
Ephratah,  about  forty  paces  out  of  the  high  road.  On  a 
hill  a  little  fui'ther  on,  to  the  right,  are  the  ruins  of  a 
tower  and  houses :  “  They  told  us,”  says  D’Arvieux,  “  that 
they  were  the  remains  of  the  little  town  of  Rama,  of 
which  Jeremiah  speaks,  and  where  Herod  caused  the  in 
nocent  babes  to  be  slain,  as  also  in  the  neighborhood.” — 
Robinson's  Oalmet. 

SAREPTA, 

Or  Zarephath,  Luke  iv,  26,  was  a  city  in  the  territory  of 
Sidon,  between  that  city  and  Tyre.  It  was  the'  place 
where  the  widow  dwelt  to  whom  the  prophet  Elijah  was 
sent,  and  was  preserved  by  her  cruise  of  oil  and  barrel  of  • 
meal,  that  wasted  not.  1  Kings  xvii,  9.  It  is  now  a  small 
village  called  Zarfa. 

SHECHEM,  OR  SYCHAR, 

A  city  of  Samaria,  about  forty  miles  distant  from  J  erusa- 
lem.  It  is  in  a  narrow  valley  between  the  mountains 
Ebal  and  Gerizim.  In  the  vicinity  of  this  place  is  Jacob’s 
well,  John  iv,  6,  memorable  for  our  Saviour’s  conversation 
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with  the  Samaritan  woman.  It  stands  in  a  delightful 
situation,  and  is  at  present  called  Napolose.  Contiguous 
to  this  place  lies  a  valley,  which  opens  into  a  plain  watered 
by  a  fruitful  stream  that  rises  near  the  town.  This  is 
universally  allowed  to  be  the  parcel  of  a  field  mentioned 
by  St.  John  (iv,  5)  which  Jacob  bought  at  the  hand  of  the 
children  ofHamor.  Gen.  xxxiii,  19.  Dr.  Clarke  says  there 
is  nothing  in  the  Holy  Land  finer  than  the  view  of  Napo¬ 
lose  from  the  heights  around  it.  As  the  traveler  descends 
toward  it  from  the  hills,  it  appears  luxuriantly  embosomed 
in  the  most  delightful  and  fragrant  bowers,  half  concealed 
by  rich  gardens,  and  by  stately  trees  collected  into  groves 
all  round  the  bold  and  beautiful  valley  in  which  it  stands. 

A  temple  was  here  erected  by  Sanballat,  by  permission 
of  Alexander  the  Great,  for  the  use  of  the  Samaritans,  who, 
on  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  the  Babylonish  captivity, 
pretended  that  they  were  of  the  stock  of 'the  true  and  an¬ 
cient  Hebrews,  and  that  their  mountain  was  the  most 
proper  place  of  worship.  Sanballat  constituted  his  son-in- 
law  Manasseh,  who  had  been  expelled  from  the  Jewish 
priesthood  and  from  Jerusalem,’  Neh.  xiii,  28,  the  first 
high  priest.  This  temple  was  destroyed  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  years  afterward  by  Hyrcanus. 

SEAS  OR  LAKES,  AND  RIVERS. 

THE  SEA  OP  GALILEE. 

The  Jews  frequently  gave  the  appellation  “  sea”  to  even 
■tomparatively  small  bodies  of  water  :  thus  the  “  waters  of 
Merom”  are  sometimes  spoken  of  as  “  the  sea  of  Cobebo 
and  in  accordance  with  this  custom  the  evangelists  Mat¬ 
thew,  Mark,  and  John,  being  native'Jews,  invariably  call 
the  Lake  of  Tiberias  “  a  sea but  Luke,  who  was  a  native 
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of  Asia  Minor,  and  whose  geographical  terms  are  always 
more  distinctive,  calls  it  “  a  lake.”  The  Sea  of  Galilee  or 
of  Tiberias,  or  Lake  of  Gennesareth,  for  it  is  spoken  of  in  the 
gospels  by  all  these  names,  (Matt  iv,  18;  John  xxi,  1; 
Luke  v,  1,)  is  a  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  about  twelve 
miles  long,  and  six  broad  in  the  widest  part.  It  lies  on 
the  eastern  shore  of  the  province  of  Galilee,  whence  one 
of  its  titles  is  taken  ;  its  other  appellations  are  derived 
from  the  city  of  Tiberias  and  the  district  of  Gennesareth, 
both  lying  on  its  western  border.  The  waters  of  the  lake 
are  soft,  cool,  exceedingly  clear,  and  very  pleasant  to  the 
taste ;  and  abound  with  excellent  fish,  though  with  no 
great  variety.  Mr.  Hardy  compares  its  form  to  the  figure 
of  a  bird  when  flying.  The  passage  of  the  Jordan  through 
the  middle  of  the  lake  is  distinctly  marked  by  the  smooth 
state  of  the  water’s  surface  in  that  part. 

.  Dr.  E.  D.  Clarke,  describing  the  lake  as  it  appeared 
from  a  very  favorable  point  of  view,  (the  top  of  the  so- 
called  mount  of  Beatitudes,)  declares  it  to  be  “  almost 
equal,  in  the  grandeur  of  its  appearance,  to  the  Lake  of 
Geneva.”  “  Its  eastern  shores,”  says  he,  “  exhibit  a  sub¬ 
lime  scene  of  mountains  toward  the  north  and  south,  and 
they  seem  to  close  in  at  either  extremity.  To  the  north 
appeared  many  snowy  summits  towering  beyond  a  series 
of  intervening  mountains.  We  considered  them  the  sum¬ 
mits  of  Libanus,  but  the  Arabs  called  the  principal  emi¬ 
nence  Jebel-el-Shieth.”a 

°  “  Jebel-Essheikh,  or  Mount  Hermon.  The  lower  points  of 
view,  from  which  most  travelers  describe  the  lake,  do  not  take 
in  this  magnificent  back-ground ;  hence,  perhaps,  the  compara¬ 
tive  tameness  of  their  descriptions.  Stephens  rather  sneers  al 
the  comparison  to  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  particularly  on  the  score 
of  the  absence  of  a  Mont  Blanc ;  whereas,  in  fact,  the  very  pres¬ 
ence  ofMount  Ileimon  in  the  distance,  capped  with  snow,  prob* 
'  1 
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From  the  lower  points  of  view,  much  of  this  grandeur 
and  beauty  are  lost,  though  the  scene  is  still  imposing, 
especially  from  the  northern  extremity  of  the  lake.  On 
the  east  rise  the  mountains,  not  precipitously,  but  rolling 
back  from  the  shore,  green  and  verdant  after  the  rain,  but 
destitute  of  trees.  On  the  west,  hill  rises  above  hill,  iu 
beautiful  succession,  and  the  loftiest  visible  summit  is 
crowned  with  the  city  of  Safet.  “  Nothing  can  surpass 
the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  surrounding  scenery,” 
says  Elliott,  and  he  had  traveled  widely. 

But  when  the  heat  of  the  summer’s  sun  has  absorbed 
all  the  moisture  which  the  earth  contained,  and  dried  up 
the  green  herbage  which  gave  a  cheerful  aspect  to  the 
scene,  the  effect  of  the  whole,  in  the  entire  absence  of 
trees,  is  very  different — more  heavy,  sad,  but  not  less, 
perhaps,  in  unison  with  the  general  tone  of  feeling  with 
which  the  Christian  pilgrim  is  prepared  to  regard  this 
memorable  lake.  Now  that  the  Arab  has  removed  his 
tents  to  the  higher  country,  the  eye  may  wander  around 
its  borders  vainly  seeking  for  any  other  signs  of  habita¬ 
tion  than  the  mean  town  of  Tabaria,  (Tiberias,)  and  one  o>. 
two  miserable  villages.  How  different  this  view  from 
that  which  was  presented  to  the  eye  about  the  time  of 
Christ !  Then  the  borders  of  the  lake  were  thickly  popu¬ 
lated,  and  the  eye  rested  in  turn  upon  fortresses  and  cit¬ 
ies,  towns  and  villages.  There  was  not  only  the  royal 
city  of  Tiberias,  but  the  woe-doomed  cities  of  Chorazin 

bly  first  suggested  the  comparison  to  Dr.  Clarke.  Clarke  was 
right  in  describing  impressions  from  what  he  saw,  and  he  did 
see  the  snowy  Hermon ;  and  Stephens  is  right  in  describing  from 
what  he  saw ;  and  lie  could  not  seo  the  splendid  back-ground 
which  that  mountain  forms." — Piet.  History  of  Palestine,  from 
which  work  this  article  is  principally  compiled- 
1 


APPENDIX. 


119 


and  Capernaum,  both  the  frequent  witnesses  of  His 
“  mighty  worts”  (the  latter  his  most  usual  place  of  resi¬ 
dence)  “  exalted  unto  heaven”  once,  but  now  so  utterly 
“  cast  down”  that  men  know  not  where  it  stood.  There 
also  was  Bethsaida,  “  the  city  of  Andrew  and  Peter 
Hippos  and  Gamala,  Tarichea  and  Beth  Meon,  Ammaus 
and  the  strong  Magdala ;  and  doubtless  many  other  places 
of  less  note,  the  names  of  which  history  has  found  no  oc¬ 
casion  to  preserve. 

As  the  waters  of  the  lake  lie  in  a  deep  basin,  sur¬ 
rounded  on  all  sides  by  lofty  hills,  except  at  the  entrance 
and  outlet  of  the  Jordan,  long-continued  tempests  from 
k  any  quarter  are  unknown.  This  is  also  true,  for  the 
same  reason,  of  the  Dead  Sea.  But  these  local  features, 
which  preclude  any  long  agitation  of  its  surface,  render  it 
liable  to  whirlwinds,  squalls,  and  sudden  gusts.  Winds 
from  the  southeast  are  those  by  which  a  heavy  swell  is 
most  usually  raised. 

The  fishing  operations  upon  this  lake,  which  were  an¬ 
ciently  of  so  much  importance,  and  connected  with  which 
so  many  interesting  events  are  recorded  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  have  altogether  ceased.  There  is  not,  or  was  not 
very  lately,  a  single  boat  upon  its  waters.  There  were 
none  even  in  the  time  of  D’Arvieux,  (1660.)  Hence  the 
country  derives  but  little  advantage  from  the  immense 
quantity  of  excellent  fish  which  the  lake  contains. 

THE  RIVER  JORDAX. 

The  “  Jordan”  is  the  principal  river,  not  only  of  Pales¬ 
tine,  but  of  Syria.  Its  celebrity,  however,  does  not  arise 
so  much  from  its  real  importance,  as  the  chief  river  of 
the  country,  as  from  the  remarkable  events  of  which  it 
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has  been  the  witness.  The  source  of  the  river  is  supposed 
to  he  situated  a  few  miles  north  of  the  present  town  of 
Banias,  the  Scriptural  Caesarea  Philippi,  and  consequently 
near  the  Lebanon  mountains.  After  pursuing  its  course 
a  few  miles,  it  is  lost  in  a  subterranean  passage,  from 
which  it  issues  at  Banias  ;  soon  after  which  it  runs  into 
Lake  Houle,  the  “  waters  of  Merom”  of  the  Old  Testament. 
On  leaving  this  lake,  it  continues  its  course  about  thirteen 
miles  to  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  through  which  its  current  is 
distinctly  visible.  The  Sea  of  Galilee  is  supposed  to  be 
about  sixteen  miles  long.  After  this  the  Jordan  runs 
some  seventy  miles  further  to  the  Dead  Sea,  into  which  it 
empties  itself.  The  course  of  the  river  is  nearly  south, 
and  its  probable  length,  in  a  direct  line,  rather  more  than 
a  hundred  miles,  though  its  various  windings  may  increase 
its  real  length  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles.  The 
breadth  of  the  river  is  reckoned  at  eighty-two  feet,  and  its 
depth  at  nine  or  ten  feet.  In  Josh,  iii,  15,  it  is  said  that 
“  the  Jordan  overfloweth  all  his  banks  all  the  time  of  har¬ 
vest but  the  original  Hebrew,  accordiug  to  Professor 
Bobinson,  “  expresses  no  more  than  that,  it  was  filled  up 
to  all  its  banks.”  The  passage  of  this  deep  and  rapid 
river  by  the  Israelites,  at  the  most  unfavorable  season, 
when  augmented  by  the  dissolution  of  the  winter  snows, 
wa3  more  manifestly  miraculous,  if  possible,  than  that  of 
the  Red  Sea ;  because  here  was  no  natural  agency  what¬ 
ever  employed  ;  no  mighty  winds  to  sweep  a  passage,  as 
iirthe  former  case  ;  no  reflux  in  the  tide,  on  which  minute 
philosophers  might  fasten  to  depreciate  the  miracle.  It 
seems,  therefore,  to  have  been  providentially  designed  to 
silence  cavils  respecting  the  former;  it  was  done  at  noon¬ 
day,  in  the  presence  of  the  neighboring  inhabitants  ;  and 
it  struck  terror  into  the  kings  of  the  Amorites  and 
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Canaanites  westward  of  the  river,  “  whose  hearts  melted, 
neither  was  there  any  spirit  in  them  any  more,  because 
of  the  children  of  Israel.”  Josh,  v,  1.  Ti  e  place  where 
the  Israelites  thus  miraculously  passed  this  river  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  the  fords  of  Jordan,  mertioned  Judges  iii,  26. 


MISCELLANEOUS  SUBJECTS  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE 
„  PRESENT  VOLUME. 

JEWISH  CUSTOMS  RELATING  TO  MARRIAGE. 

No  formalities  appear  to  have  been  used  by  the  Jews, 
at  least  none  were  enjoined  to  them  by  Moses,  in  joining 
man  and  wife  together.  There  was,  indeed,  a  previous 
espousal  or  betrothing,  which  was  a  solemn  promise  of 
marriage,  made  by  the  man  and  woman  each  to  the  other, 
at  such  a  distance  of  time  a?  they  agreed  upon.  This  was 
sometimes  done  by  writing,  sometimes  by  the  delivery  of 
a  piece  of  silver  to  the  bride  in  presence  of  witnesses,  as  a 
pledge  of  their  mutual  engagements.  We  are  informed 
by  the  Jewish  writers  that  kisses  were  given  in  token  of 
the  espousals,  (to  which  custom  there  appears  to  be  an  al¬ 
lusion  in  Canticles  i,  2,)  after  which  the  parties  were 
reckoned  man  and  wife.  After  such  espousals  were  made, 
(which  was  generally  when  the  parties  were  young,)  the 
woman  continued  with  her  parents  several  months,  if  not 
some  years,  (at  least  till  she  arrived  at  the  age  of  twelve,) 
before  she  was  brought  to  the  house  of  her  husband. 

It  appears  from  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  that 
the  Jews  celebrated  the  nuptial  solemnity  with  great  fes¬ 
tivity  and  splendor.  We  learn  from  the  Misna  that  the 
Jews  were  accustomed  to  put  crowns  or  garlands  on  tha 
heads  of  newly  married  persons  ;  and  it  would  seem  from 
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the  Song  of  Solomon,  iii,  11,  that  the  ceremony  of  putting 
it  on  was  performed  by  one  of  the  parents. 

We  may  form  some  idea  of  the  apparel  of  the  bride  and 
bridegroom  from  Isa.  lxi,  10,  in  which  the  yet  future  pros¬ 
perous  and  happy  state  of  Jerusalem  is  compared  to  the 
dress  of  a  bride  and  bridegroom.  The  latter  was  attended 
by  numerous  companions.  Samson  had  thirty  young 
men  to  attend  him  at  his  nuptials,  Judges  xiv,  11,  who  in  4 
Matt,  ix,  15,  and  Mark  ii,  19,  are  termed  children  of  the 
bride- chamber.  At  every  wedding  two  persons  called  para- 
nymphs  were  selected,  who  were  devoted  for  some  time  to 
the  service  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom.  John  iii,  29.° 

The  offices  of  the  paranymph  were  threefold ;  before, 
at,  and  after  the  marriage.  Before  the  marriage  of  his 
friend  it  was  his  duty  to  select  a  proper  person,  and  to  be 
the  medium  of  communication  between  the  parties  till  tho 
day  of  marriage.  At  that  time  he  continued  with  them 
during  the  seven  days  allotted  for  the  wedding  festival, 
rejoicing  in  the  happiness  of  his  friend,  and  contributing 
as  much  as  possible  to  the  hilarity  of  the  occasion.  After 
the  marriage  the  paranymph  was  considered  as  the  patron 
and  friend  of  the  wife  and  her  husband,  and  was  called  in 


"Smaller  circumstances  and  coincidences  sometimes  demon¬ 
strate  the  truth  of  an  assertion,  or  the  authenticity  of  a  book, 
more  effectually  than  more  important  facts.  May  not  one  of 
those  unimportant  yet  convincing  coincidences  be  observed  l- 
this  passage?  The  Baptist  calls  himself  the  friend  of  the  bride¬ 
groom,  without  alluding  to  any  other  paranymph.  As  the  Jews 
were  accustomed  to  have  two  paranymphs,  there  seems,  at  first 
sight,  to  be  something  defective  iu  the  Baptist’S  comparison. 
But  our  Lord  was  of  Galilee,  and  there  the  custom  was  different 
from  that  of  any  other  part  of  Palestine.  The  Galileans  had 
one  paranymph  only. — Townsend's  Harmony  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment. 
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to  compose  any  differences  that  might  take  place  between 
them.  As  the  forerunner  of  Christ,  the  Baptist,  who  by 
the  preaching  of  repentance  and  faith  presented  the 
Church  as  a  bride  to  Christ,  may  be  well  compared  to  the 
paranymphs  of  the  Jewish  marriages.  * 

At  nuptial  and  other  feasts  it  was  usual  to  appoint  a 
person  to  superintend  the  preparations,  to  pass  around 
among  the  guests  to  see  that  they  were  in  want  of  nothing, 
and  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  the  servants.  Ordi¬ 
narily  he  was  not  one  of  the  guests,  and  did  not  recline 
with  them ;  or,  at  least,  he  did  not  take  his  place  among 
them  until  he  had  performed  all  that  was  required  of  him. 
This  office  is  by  St.  John  (ii,  8,  9)  termed  architriclinos. 
Theophylact’s  remark  on  John  ii,  8,  satisfactorily  explains 
what  was  the  business  of  the  architriclinos.  “  That  nc 
one  might  suspect  that  their  taste  was  so  vitiated  as  to 
imagine  water  to  be  wine,  our  Saviour  directs  it  to  be 
tasted  by  the  governor  of  the  feast ,  who  certainly  was  so¬ 
ber  ;  for  those  who  on  such  occasions  are  intrusted  with 
this  office  observe  the  strictest  sobriety,  that  everything 
may,  by  their  orders,  be  conducted  with  regularity  and 
order.” 

[This  account  of  the  ceremonies  attendant  on  Jewish 
marriages,  though  short,  is  all  that  is  needed  to  illustrate 
the  references  in  this  volume.] 

DEMONIACAL  POSSESSIONS. 

The  reality  of  such  possessions,  indeed,  has  been  denied 
by  some  authors,  and  attempts  have  been  made  by  others 
to  account  for  them,  either  as  the  effect  of  natural  disease, 
or  the  influence  of  imagination  on  persons  of  a  nervous 
habit.  But  it  is  manifest  that  the  persons  who  in  tho 
New  Testament  are  said  to  bo  possessed  by  devils  (more 
.  > 
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correctly,  by  demons)  cannot  mean  only  persons  afflicted 
with  some  strange  disease  :  for  they  are  evidently  here,  as 
in  other  places,  particularly  in  Luke  iv,  33-36,  41,  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  the  diseased.  Further,  Christ’s  sj  caking 
on  various  occasions  to  these  evil  spirits,  as  distinct  from 
the  persons  possessed  hy  them ;  his  commanding  them 
and  asking  them  questions,  and  receiving  answers  from 
them,  or  not  suffering  them  to  speak  ;  and  several  circum¬ 
stances  relating  to  the  terrible  preternatural  effects  which 
they  had  upon  the  possessed,  and  to  the  manner  of  Christ’s 
evoking  them,  particularly  their  requesting  and  obtaining 
permission  to  enter  the  herd  of  swine,  (Matt,  vlii,  31,  32,) 
and  precipitating  them  into  the  sea;  all  these  circum¬ 
stances  can  never  be  accounted  for  by  any  distemper  what¬ 
ever.  Nor  is  it  any  reasonable  objection  that  we  do  not 
read  of  such  frequent  possessions  before  or  since  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  our  Redeemer  upon  earth.  It  seems,  indeed, 
to  have  been  ordered  by  a  special  providence  that  they 
should  be  permitted  to  be  then  more  common ;  in  order 
that  He  who  came  to  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil  might 
the  more  remarkably  and  visibly  triumph  over  him. 

0 

THE  LEPEOSY. 

Accoiding  to  Dr.  Good,  there  are  in  the  East  three  spe¬ 
cies  of  leprosy,  (Jahn,  in  his  Biblical  Archaeology,  says 
four,)  one  of  which  is  not  infectious,  and  does  not  render 
the  person  unclean  ;  the  other  species  are  infectious,  and, 
to  some  extent,  hereditary.  The  disease  generally  ex¬ 
hibits  itself  in  the  form  of  one  or  more  small  bright  spots 
on  the  surface  of  the  body,  more  particularly  on  the  face. 
There  is,  however,  reason  to  .  suppose  that  the  disorder 
is.  deeply  seated  in  the  bones  and  marrow  before  it  es- 
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hibits  its  existence  by  these  blotches.  As  it  increases  in 
virulence  and  strength,  these  spots  enlarge,  assuming  also 
the  appearance  of  whitish  dry  scales,  which  ultimately 
become  thick  scabs,  with  raw  flesh  immediately  beneath. 
It  is  because  of  this  feature  that  the  disease  is  called 
leprosy,  from  a  Greek  word  w"hich  signifies  o  scale.  Thus 
Miriam  is  said  to  have  become  “leprous,  white  as  snow.'' 
Num.  xii,  10. 

“  The  progress  of  the  disease,  subsequently  to  its  ap¬ 
pearance  on  the  external  surface  of  the  body,  is  far  from 
being  rapid.  A  person  who  is  leprous  from  his  birth  may 
live  fifty  years ;  one  who  in  after  life  is  infected  with  it 
may  live  twenty  years  ;  but  they  will  be  years  of  such 
dreadful  misery  as  rarely  fall  to  the  lot  of  man  in  any 
other  situation.”  “  There  is  a  form  of  the  disease  in 
which  it  commences  at  the  extremities ;  the  joints  sepa¬ 
rate  ;  the  fingers,  toes,  and  other  members  fall  off ;  and 
the  malady  gradually  approaches  the  seat  of  life.”  Mr. 
Barker,  when  at  Damascus  in  1825,  describing  the  hos¬ 
pital  of  Christian  lepers,  says  :  “  Some  were  without  noses 
and  fingers,  and  others  differently  disfigured.”  The 
wretched  victim  is  thus  doomed  to  see  himself  dying  piece¬ 
meal,  assured  that  no  human  power  can  arrest  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  the  silent  and  steady  march  of  this  stealthy  foe. 

“Among  the  heathen  the  leprosy  was  considered  to 
be  inflicted  by  their  gods,  by  whom  alone,  it  was  supposed, 
the  disease  could  be  removed  :  and  the  same  notion  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  prevailed  among  the  Israelites ;  for  when 
the  King  of  Syria  sent  Naaman  to  the  King  of  Israel,  to 
heal  him  of  his  leprosy,  the  latter  exclaimed,  ‘  Am  I  God, 
to  kill  and  to  make  alive,  that  this  man  doth  send  until 
me,  to  recover  a  man  of  his  leprosy?’  2  Kings  v,  7.” 

Lepers,  among  the  Hebrews,  were  obliged  to  live  sepa- 
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rate  from  the  rest  of  the  people,  because  of  the  danger  of 
spreading  the  contagion  by  promiscuous  intercourse, 
Num.  v,  1-4  ;  xii,  14-16 ;  and  when  abroad,  beyond  their 
own  quarters,  had  to  appear  with  “  a  torn  dress,  bare 
head,  and  chin  covered :  and  when  any  person  not  a  leper 
approached,  to  make  known  their  own  situation  by  crying 
out,  ‘  Unclean  !  unclean  !’  that  contact  might  be  avoided.” 
Lev.  xiii,  45,  46.  They  were  also  accounted  ceremonially 
unclean,  and  as  such  forbidden  assembling  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  public  acts  of  religion. 

This  disease  has  been  considered  a  striking  emblem  of 
moral  pollution,  or  sin and  the  exclusion  of  persons  in¬ 
fected  with  it  from  the  worship  and  people  of  God  was 
fitted  not.  only  to  humble  and  reform  the  offenders,  but 
also  to  impress  upon  the  mind  the  most  solemn  and  use¬ 
ful  instructions. 


THE  SYNAGOGUES 

Were  buildings  in  which  the  Jews  assembled  for  prayer, 
reading,  and  hearing  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  other  re¬ 
ligious  exercises,  and  were  at  this  time  common,  not 
only  in  Palestine,  but  also  in  such  foreign  countries  as 
contained  many  Jewish  residents.  Their  origin  is  not 
certainly  known,  though  it  is  supposed  they  came  into 
use  shortly  after  the  return  from  the  Babylonish  captivity. 
No  sacrifices  were  offered  in  the  synagogues,  these  being 
confined  to  the  national  altar  at  Jerusalem. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  New  Testament  that  the 
synagogues  had  any  peculiar  form.  The  building  of  them 
was  regarded  a  mark  of  piety,  Luke  vii,  5  ;  and  they  were 
erected  within  or  without  the  city,  generally  in  an  ele¬ 
vated  situation,  and  were  distinguished  from  the  proseu* 
cha,  or  place  for  prayer,  by  being  roofed.  Each  of  these 
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had  an  altar,  or  rather  table,  oc  which  the  book  cf  the 
law  was  spread ;  and  on  one  side  there  was  an  ark  or  chest, 
in  which  the  volume  of  the  law  was  deposited,  and  which 
was  called  the  temple  by  way  of  eminence.  The  people 
sat  with  their  faces  toward  the  pjace  where  the  law  was 
kept ;  and  the  elders  [usually]  sat  in  the  opposite  direc¬ 
tion,  that  is  to  say,  with  their  backs  to  the  ark  and  t'neir 
faces  to  the  people.  The  seats  of  the  latter,  being  placed 
nearer  the  ark,  were  accounted  the  more  holy ;  and  hence 
they  are  in  the  New  Testament  termed  the  “chief  seats 
in  the  synagogue,”  which  the  Pharisees  sought  after,  and 
for  which  spirit  our  Lord  reproved  them,  Matt,  xxiii,  6. 
The  women  were  separated  from  the  men,  and  sat  in  a 
gallery  inclosed  with  lattices,  so  that  they  could  distinctly 
see  and  hear  all  that  passed  in  the  synagogue  without 
themselves  being  exposed  to  view. 

For  the  maintenance  of  good  order  there  were  in  every 
synagogue  certain  officers,  whose  business  it  was  to  see 
that  all  the  duties  of  religion  were  decently  performed 
therein.  The  chief  of  these  were : 

The  aynagogos,  or  ruler  of  the  synagogue,  Mark  v,  22  ; 
Luke  xiii,  14.  It  appears  from  Acts  xiii,  15,  compared 
with  Mark  v,  22,  that  there  were  several  of  these  rulers 
in  a  synagogue ;  though  we  should,  probably,  regard  one 
of  them  as  ruler,  and  the  other  as  assistants.  They  regu¬ 
lated  all  its  concerns,  and  gave  permission  to  persons  to 
j reach. 

Next  to  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue  was  an  officer 
called  shcliach  zibbor,  or  the  angel  of  the  church,  whoso 
province  it  was  to  offer  up  public  prayers  to  God  for  ths 
whole  congregation. 

The  chazan  appears  to  have  been  a  different  officer 
from  the  last,  and  inferior  to  him  in  dignity.  He  seems 
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to  have  been  the  person  who  in  Luke  iv,  20  is  termed 
the  minister,  and  who  had  charge  of  the  sacred  books, 
lie  is  supposed  to  have  been  an  officer  equivalent  to  our 
sexton. 

The  synagogue  service,  on  the  Sabbath,  and  other  holy 
days,  consisted  of  three  parts :  namely,  prayer,  for  which 
they  used  a  liturgy,  or  prescribed  form;  reading  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  in  selected  lessons ;  and  preaching,  or  exposition  of 
the  Scriptures. 

From  Luke  iv,  15-22,  we  learn  that  when  Jesus  Christ 
came  to  Nazareth,  his  own  city,  he  was  called  out,  as  a 
member  of  that  synagogue,  to  read  the  section  or  lesson 
out  of  the  prophets  appointed  for  that  day,  which  began  at 
Isaiah  lxi,  1.  When  he  had  finished  reading,  he  rolled 
up  the  manuscript  again,  and  returned  it  to  the  proper 
officer,  and  then  sat  down  and  expounded  it,  agreeably  to 
the  usage  of  the  Jews.  The  sacred  writings  used  to  this 
day  in  all  the  Jewish  synagogues  are  written  on  skins  of 
parchment  or  vellum,  and  (like  the  ancient  copies)  rolled 
on  two  rollers,  beginning  at  each  eud ;  so  that,  in  reading 
from  right  to  left,  they  roll  off  with  the  left,  while  they 
roll  on  with  the  right  hand. 
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